
vistas in all directions. 
Especially rewarding are 
the breath-stopping peeks 
over the cliff rim toward 
Arches National Park. 
(Warning! The cliff rim 
here overhangs in places; 
the last rockfall was only 
a few years ago!)

Road Surface: The easy 
parts are layered broken 
rock and dirt, while the 
challenges are solid rock 

The connection 
between Poison 
Spider Mesa and 
Gold Bar Rim was 
first developed as a 
jeep trail during the 
1989 Jeep Safari. 
Some folks seem 
so fond of damag-
ing their equipment 
that we have made 

it available most days. Much of the route 
is near the rim above Moab Valley and of-
fers gorgeous views in all directions. Its main 
claim to fame, however, is that some bypasses 
(where they exist!) still rate a 6. In an effort 
to get the groups off the trail before dark, two 
locking differentials, a winch and 33” tires 
are required. (35” recommended) The trail 
beginning shares with the often-used Poison 
Spider Mesa trail, so all departures will be at 
8:00 a.m., one hour earlier than most other 
trails.

Scenery: Most of the trail is just atop 
the sloping layer of Wingate Sandstone 
and offers vistas to the west and north. Of 
note are the Colorado River canyon in the 
vicinity of Amasa Back, the fin country of 
the north end of Behind the Rocks, and Jeep 
Arch. The higher north end of the trail opens 
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The Jeep Safari has grown in numbers of 
people over the years, but that’s not the best of 
it. It has grown more sober. From the beginning, 
wholesome family recreation has been the goal, 
and we have seen the families prevailing over 
those whose goal is a party. There’s time for 
partying after the trail.

Utah’s laws boil down to this: it is illegal for 
any occupant of a vehicle to drink or even open 
an alcoholic beverage — wherever the vehicle 
may be. Can they get away with it? Maybe, many 
people do. Others have paid some kind of price 
— by harming themselves or by the easy way 
out, in court. All have endangered themselves and 
their families and have added to the displeasure 
of others. The organizers of this event intend to 

Safe and Sober
help enforcement of the law, and local officials 
are improving their techniques to do the same. 
Now that cellular phones are so common, we are 
better able to help them.

Our club has been in a difficult position; we are 
not enforcers, but we’ll snitch if necessary. We’d 
rather plead for good sense than make threats, 
but take it either way. 

It is your family outing, your family’s safety 
at stake. You shouldn’t have to put up with 
inappropriate behavior from others. Use the 
“tattletale card” from your registration packet, 
or report problems to the trail officials and they 
will pass the information to law enforcement 
agencies. 

Follow along in your 4x4, or Ride with Me!
     You’re Welcome YEAR-ROUND at

Dan Mick’s Guided Jeep Tours

Call for Rates and Reservations

435-259-4567
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

P.O. Box 1234
Moab, Utah 84532-1234 

HALF or FULL DAY
TOURS AVAILABLE

www.danmick.com
tours@danmick.com

ledges. There is some slickrock, but it is 
those short, vertical sections that favor tall 
tires and locking differentials.

Obstacles: After passing the 5 rated 
Poison Spider Mesa obstacles, there is some 
easy slickrock driving on fins with one very 
steep uphill (the Launching Pad) and one 
steep downhill. There are tight turns in a 
canyon bottom and one short slickrock ledge, 

followed by a long stretch of ups and 
downs over broken rock, with a few 
sharp steps. The Golden Crack marks 
the beginning of the final nasty mile 
to Gold Bar Rim. Highlights are the 
Golden Steps, Golden Ramp, Double 
Whammy, and the Body Snatcher. 
Bring only the best of equipment; the 
tow truck can’t make it.

Associate Leaders:  David Billick, 
Butch Brannan, Jim Broadbent, Bruce 
Bryant, Cory Bunge. Steve Bunge, 
Bob Burgess, Collin Clock, Larry 
Crist, Dan Dunaway, Gary Fischer, 
Clark Hendrickson, Ferris McCollum, 
Richard Mick, Jack Nielson, Drew 

Norman, Bob Sanders, Chuck Shaver, Pete 
Smalley, Eric Swafford, & Al Wudell

To be used: First Saturday (Ken 
Bunge),Sunday, (Moe Brown) Monday, 
(Dave Swafford), Tuesday (Larry 
Higginson), Thursday (Travis Clark,), Big 
Saturday and Sunday, (Jerry Cook).

Golden Spike Trail  Dan Mick, Leader             Rated 


