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DAVE BAKER
Interviewed by Jean McDowell, December 2003, at his home in Moab, Utah

Q (Jean): What is your specific reason for being in Moab? Were you here ahead of the

(boom) time? What brought you here?

A (Dave): I came down here in April of 1949.

Q:  Start at the beginning, where were you born?

A: I was born in Grand Junction; raised up in DeBeque, Roan Creek Country. Have you

ever been up that way?

Q:  I’ve been to DeBeque and gone up that canyon, some hiking around there, but it’s

been awhile.

A: That creek runs back in there about 50 miles.

Q: We went up on Garfield and then up where the coal people are, that canyon.

A: That’s before you get to DeBeque. I was born in Grand Junction and raised up the

creek about 12 miles out of DeBeque.

Q: Was this a ranch you were on?

A:  Yes, it was one my grandparents homesteaded back in the 1800s.

Q: Their name was Baker?
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A: Oh, yes. My granddad died in, I think it was 1922, my grandmother died in ‘23 and I

was born in ’24 so I didn’t get to see either one of them. My dad took the place over after.

Q: You grew up in DeBeque?

A: I went to high school there; that was all. I never lived in Grand Junction.

Q: Hi, Shirley! (Dave’s wife) Were you one of the few people born in Valley City?

A: Yes

Q: Is your sister, Verda Kerby, Shirley?

A: Yes and she died recently, in June.

Q: Shirley, do you remember anything about Valley City?

A:  A lot. Just us kids.

Q: We have a picture of Verda riding backwards on a horse. So, Dave, when did you

meet Shirley?

A: Up at DeBeque, we went to high school together. They moved from Valley City about

1935 up to Roan Creek Country.

Q: Did you marry right out of high school?

A: Well shortly. I was 21; she was 18. We got married in 1945.

Q: Did you come to Moab then?
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A: No, we got married on the 26th of November, 1945, and I went to work up there for

the Whatley Ranch, one of biggest ranches there. He was a multi-millionaire. He had the

biggest spread up there at that time. I knew his ranch pretty good.

Q: Was that in the Roan Cliffs?

A: Well, it was the Roan Creek itself, actually a tributary off of Roan Creek, Kimble

Creek, he controlled about all of it

Q: What did you do on the ranch?

A: Oh, I did everything, ranching, farming and a lot of cowboying. That’s one reason he

hired me. The first year I worked for him, he got 450 of those Mexican steers, longhorns.

It was quite interesting; twelve carloads of them came into the stockyards at DeBeque on

the train. We branded them before we took them out of the yard, so he got my dad and

my half-brother to help us – there were about 4 or 5 of us. We were going to run them

through the chutes at the stockyards to brand them. They were so skinny and thin we

couldn’t hold them in the chutes so we had to down every one of them and brand them. It

was a 3 or 4 day job getting that many branded.

Q: Were the longhorns a problem?

A: Not really.  They were all colors and all ages, I think.

Q: Why did they ship them up there?

A: The old man had a guy buy them for him down on the Mexican border in old Mexico.

Q: Are they good meat?
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A: Oh yes, he said he made quite a bit of money on them, bought them cheap. Then the

price went up and he put quite a lot of growth, weight, on them. We just ran them one

summer is all. We trailed up to the ranch and put them out on the mountain. I’ll bet we

put some of them up on the mountain 2 or 3 times. They’d just go everywhere, a different

kind of cattle. We even had to come there north of Fruita on the Douglas Pass road and

pick up some of them that went off down in that country. We accounted for every one of

them that fall, that 450 head. They had come down off the mountain and down into Salt

Creek country. We had to go down there twice and pick them up in trucks. We shipped

them that fall.

They put up quite a bit of hay up there, and they had cows besides, cow-calf

outfit. He had range over on another mountain there and I had to go over there and ride

every fall and some in the summer.

Q: How did you happen to leave the ranching business?

A: It didn’t pay enough money - $125 a month, and they never did give me a raise in all

the time I was there. No benefits. It was a pretty tough outfit to work for. They furnished

me a house at the ranch.

Q: Shirley was there, and did you have any kids there?

A:  We had one while we were there. You probably met my youngest son. He lives here

in Moab, Stan. He worked for the state for 14 years. State Lands. He’s working for the

Wild Turkey Federation now.

Q: So you moved over here to make your fortune?

A: No, I worked there 3 years and never got any raise. I just thought I could do better if I

got out of there.

Q: You mentioned 1945. Did you get involved in the service at all?



Eastern Utah Human History Library

Dave Baker November 2003 5

A: They were after me for sure, but I had a bad knee. I got hurt while I was going to high

school. I made I don’t know how many trips to Denver for physicals, but they put me in

4F. I’ve never had any surgery done on my knee. That was before I got married, then

after we got married, they sent me to Cheyenne, Wyoming in 1946. This was after the

war, and they checked us 4F’ers out again, and they put me back to 1A. Then old man

Whatley, he was up in politics pretty good, he said, “Do you want to go into the service?”

and I said, “No, not now.” The war was over and I was married, so he said, “Don’t worry

about it.” And I never was bothered any more. He took care of that. I just went up to

Cheyenne for the physical for the Army.

Q: When did you come to Moab?

A: April 19, 1949. I’d quit the ranch the next day after Christmas; snow was about waist

deep. That was a really bad winter, 1948-1949. I went to work for another old boy I

knew, he was a cowman running in the “Books” back of Grand Junction, between there

and DeBeque. After the first of the year, my dad and I went out there riding for strays or

cattle that might have stayed up in the high country and pushed them down in the

canyons. We were out there more than a month, camped in a sheepherder tent. Riding. I

worked for him then until up in April; quit and came down here to work for Shirley’s

brother-in-law, Swanny Kerby. He was in the rodeo business and wanted me here in

Moab. He was born and raised here.

Q: Were you doing cowboying things for him?

A: Yes, some of that, and driving a lot of truck, hauling stock all over the country. That’s

what he mainly wanted me for – to drive the truck. I worked all summer for him. Right

after September, he didn’t have any more rodeos so he laid me off.

Q: Did you compete in rodeos?
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A: No. Just helped. Never did enter or participate that way. You had to haul those horses

and bulls all over the country. Help load the chutes. He owned his own bulls.

Q: He had Ferdinand, which we have a picture of.

A: He owned all his own stock, all his own horses and bulls.

Q: When did you get involved with the Park Service?

A: It was quite a while after that. He laid me off in September and I kind of hung around

and helped him put his stock down on the river. We had to go down the Shafer Trail in

those days and it wasn’t much of a trail. There was no road.

Q: Was the Shafer Trail first made by cattlemen?

A: Oh yes, that was just a stock trail.

Q: Afterwards, the uranium people used it?

A: The Murphys put the first road down there. Nick Murphy and old Felix. It was a pretty

nasty road. Just barely get up and down with a four-wheel drive.

Q: The Murphys were involved with the Thornberg Mine.

A:  They were prospecting the White Rim. They built the road all the way around to the

Green River, all the way around to Mineral Canyon. It hasn’t changed too much since

they pioneered it.

Q: Did you help build the road?

A: Oh, no. I had nothing to do with that.
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Q: In reading your interview with the Park Service, they needed a grader and nobody

could run the grader and you said …..

A: Well, you know the government. But then after that fall, he kept talking to me.

Swanny said, “I hear there is going to be a movie come in, and maybe we can make big

money on it.” Things were pretty tight around here then, there wasn’t much work. So I

stuck around and helped him get his stock situated and drove truck some. People were

shipping cattle that fall and taking calves out to Thompson. That’s where they weighed

them and settled up on the stock, the buyers. One trip I made almost all the way pretty

near to Glenwood Springs with a truckload of them. The movie came in, “Wagonmaster”.

That was the first movie they ever made here, you know. When he sent me up to Silt,

Colorado with that truckload of calves, he had the contract to furnish the oats for the

horses in the movie. So these guys who gave him the job of hauling the calves promised

him they would look for some oats up there. We couldn’t find any, so I had to pick them

up in the Junction. I picked up 15 ton there in Grand Junction, loaded them on the semi.

When the movies came in, I went down and signed up, but where I wasn’t a native, I

didn’t have much of a chance. The old boy who was the advance man said, “I’m going to

try to give everybody a job. Some people can put horses on and some will be extras. I’ll

try to split the work up.” Most of the people didn’t know what the deal was, they didn’t

know there was a lot more money in wrangling. They paid just so much for horses, but

not that much.

Q: Did you go on as a wrangler?

A: Well, I put in for that, but you had to join the union to get work. The union came in

and took over. They had a steward and he didn’t know me and I didn’t have a chance of

getting on. All the local people did.

Q: So it wasn’t Native American “natives,” it was just the people who lived here that had

priority.
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A: Oh yes, sure. And I never did get on. Swanny wasn’t picked up right away either. He

loaded up 3 or 4 head of horses and he went up to the set where they were shooting one

day and he got on and they gave him a job. They hired his horses, too. I never did get a

job.

Q: That was in the 40s?

A: Yes, that was 1949.

Q: What about the uranium boom that was about to happen?

A: That winter I finally got a job at the Old Ranch House, the old Skakle place out here

right after Christmas or a few days before Christmas.

Q: What were you doing out there?

A: Just ranch work. Taking cows and whatever there was to do on the ranch there. He

just hired me for a few days and then he got sick and went to the hospital. I ended up

getting to work all the rest of the winter. When spring came, the old fellow who had been

working there for a couple, three years, he was a drinking guy. He got on a drunk and I

don’t know if he got canned or just quit.

Q: So you just took his place?

A: Yes, but he was making a dollar an day more. I was getting 5 dollars a day and my

dinner, which was pretty good in those days. Not too bad. And when spring came and

that old boy quit, Old man Skakle said, “Can you irrigate?” And I said, “Hell, yeah, I can

irrigate. My dad taught me to irrigate when I was a kid.”  He said, “I’ll give you a try if

you want to take over the water.”
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Q: Did he give you a raise?

A: Gave me a dollar a day more. So I got 6 dollars a day that summer, and my dinner. I

lived right here up on the corner. We rented a house up here.

Q: Is it still there?

A: Oh, yes, right next to where the Dairy Freeze used to be on the corner. But you don’t

remember that. You weren’t here. It was a little house right up there. The Housing

Authority had it leased for awhile, you remember that?  Across the street south from the

one they are rebuilding now.

Q: That little store-like building?

A: Yes, that used to be a Dairy Freeze. Of course, it wasn’t there when we lived up there.

There is another old shack just east of it. We rented it that summer for 50 bucks a month.

I walked from there every damn day out to that ranch and back of an evening. But I was

glad to have a job. It was a good ranch job. He was a different kind of a guy to work for.

He was kind of a moody old boy – Jim Skakle. His brother was president of Great Lakes

Carbon Corporation. His daughter, Ethel Skakle married Bobby Kennedy. I never did see

the Kennedys there but their sons came out there. This one that they did put in the

penitentiary, he was a grandson. There were two of the boys that came out there before I

got hooked up with the place to spend the summer with Jim, their uncle. I worked down

there that summer and when fall came, right after Labor Day, he came to me and said,

“I’d like to have you go to work for me by the month.” I said okay. He said he’d give me

$170 a month and get me on company benefits. I said, “No, I want $175.” We argued for

a little bit and then he said, “All right,  I’ll give you $175.” And he furnished me a house

out there. They had a little house behind the big 2-story house. They’re all connected

now, I think.

Q: Shirley was with you?
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A: Oh yes, at the time we had a baby; we had 2 boys.

Q: How many kids did you have?

A: Three. We raised three.

Q: Did you ever work in the mines?

A: No, no. Well, not much.

Q: Was the town getting pretty busy then?

A: No there wasn’t much going on while I was working out at that ranch. They’d bring in

a movie once in awhile and there wasn’t much doing in uranium. I can remember I had to

milk an old milk cow. These guys, the Dulls, were hauling ore of Polar Mesa and that’s

the only mine I knew was going back then. They went to work real early in the morning

they hauled ore up there all winter and all summer. They were working for the Lyle

Brothers, mining up there.  In the winter, they’d get in there before it would thaw out or

anything. When I’d be out there that evening milking that old cow, they’d come back

hauling that ore across the river bridge and go to Thompson. They were unloading all of

it out at Thompson.

Q: That was before the uranium reduction mill?

A: Oh, yes, a long time before that started. All that ore went to Rifle, Colorado, to the

mill up there. I milked a cow out by the road, and they’d come by every evening, next

day they’d go get another load of ore. In 1953, they shut the ranch down. They told me

they hated to lay me off, but they were going to put the place up for sale. Jim was going

to Chicago for a back operation and his wife was going to San Francisco to live with her

sister.
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Q: The Skakles who owned it then?

A: Yes. They said, “You can live out there at the ranch and we won’t charge any rent or

anything. Just watch the place so somebody would be there at night and milk the old cow.

You can have all the milk you want and eggs.” They had some chickens there. So I went

looking for a job. About that time the uranium boom was just getting started, so I went to

work for a couple guys from Missouri, I think. Went down in Mineral Canyon, they had a

little prospect going there. I did go down there and muck for about a week or ten days

They didn’t drift very far back in the hill. I rode down with them, so that didn’t amount to

much. So then I heard all about Steen’s big operation, but I didn’t know exactly where it

was, I knew about where it was at. One day we loaded up the kids and Shirley and went

out there looking for a job. Bob Barrett was the superintendent of the mine out there. He

was just a bean farmer from over in Dove Creek in those days. I’d never met the guy. I

went and hit him up for a job. He says, “Are you a miner?” I said, “No.” And he said, “

Well, we’re mining ore out here, if you’re not a miner, you’ve come to a pretty poor

place looking for a job.”  He kidded around and I said “I more or less came out here

looking for a truck driving job.”  He says, “We don’t have any trucks, we contract all of

our hauling. We don’t have anything open on that.” He thought for a little while and he

said, “ We have a survey crew going here, you might hit him up for a job. When he

comes in this evening, I’ll tell him that you’re looking for a job.” He’s down there in

Williams Trailer Court, so you go down there this evening and talk to him.  So I did. And

he said, “Yeah, I can use another man on the survey crew.” So I went out there probably

about the first part of October, maybe a little earlier.  I worked about a month on the

survey crew, learned something about it. Then things had kind of taken off in the boom; a

lot of staking claims. We were living out there at the Ranch House and this old boy that I

was riding to work with everyday, he came out on Monday morning to pick me up. He

said he didn’t know if I wanted to come to work out there or not – it was kind of raining a

little, too. I was making a dollar seventy-five an hour working on the survey crew, about

the best I’d ever made on a job, and get dinner – a big banquet every day.  I said, “What’s

the deal? Sure I want to go to work.” He said, “The engineer and I quit out there, we’re
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not going to work for Steen anymore. We’ll keep working on his mine, but the surveying

has ended pretty much.” But the guy I was riding with and the surveyor went out on a

Sunday and they staked 25 claims near there. He says, “If you want to go out there and

put up the back corners on those claims today, we’ll pay you the same money as we’ve

been getting on the Steen’s job.” So we went and put the back corners up but they hadn’t

recorded the claims yet. By the time we got the corners staked in they decided to cut me

in on the claims. I didn’t know if that was good or bad because I’d heard so much about

guys fooling around in uranium claims. A lot of them didn’t make much money on it.

They didn’t have any money to pay me anyway, so they put me in as a payday. So things

got to be pretty tight because we didn’t have any income coming in. So they put the

claims up for sale about the middle of December. We heard that H. B. Hunt had come in

from Texas, the multi-millionaire, and he had an office set up on Main Street. He sent a

guy in to run his office, to buy claims, to get involved in the uranium business. So we

went down there, his name was John Wilcox. He was pretty tough to deal with. I didn’t

have much to say about it because I didn’t know much about mining and such. But this

guy I rode back and forth to work with, he was quite a talker. Finally told him what we

had. In the meantime we’d staked a lot more claims, too. “Well,” he said, “I’ll give 25

dollars a claim and we held a ten percent royalty on them. It ended up just before

Christmas I got around $1200.  Each one of us got $1200 on the claims from the Hunt Oil

Company. That’s the most money I’d ever seen in one bunch.

Q: Did the claims produce?

A: Well, they did some drilling on it, of course, they wouldn’t tell you what they hit. I

heard later that they did hit some ore on it, but it was low grade and deep. It was about

800 or 900 feet deep. We just went on staking. We helped the engineer, he had a lot of

work, he had an office in one of Steen’s buildings. We’d go out and work in the mine. I’d

go down in the mine quite a bit out there at Steen’s, surveying in the mine. We’d go out

there every two weeks and work a couple days.

Q: Did you know Dan O’Laurie?
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A: I knew who he was. I never was personally acquainted with him.

Q: Did the town get crowded? What was it like?

A: Well, about that time, when I made that little stake, I knew I had to get out of the

Ranch House the first of the year. This old house here (where Kaki Hunter lives now) it

was for sale. Mr. Meador was the only realtor in town then at that time, Bill’s Dad.

I saw an ad in the local paper and we wanted a house of our own. I only had twelve

hundred and some dollars. I came in and talked to Mr. Meador. Well, he said, “I’d sure

like to see you get that house. The people that are in there, an old couple, they want to get

rid of it real bad, too. I can’t hold it if somebody comes along. You can go to the bank,

but I know they won’t loan you only half on it. That won’t close the deal.” He mentioned

2 or 3 other guys around here that he knew had money. He said, “You might hit them up

for a loan.” Which I did, but none of them would loan me any money. Well, they didn’t

know me in the first place. I didn’t know what I was going to do. You know the Sykes

Grocery Store right over here by the old Seventh Day Adventist Church, just across the

street. It was a little store that George Burke and his wife ran. She was a sister to Ralph

Miller. Mr. Burke was the mayor of the town here about that time, too. We traded with

them all the time we were out at the ranch. We’d charge groceries and paid them every

month. Shirley went in from the ranch one day to pick up some groceries. She was giving

Mrs. Burke the hard luck story about the house and everything. She said, “When Dave

comes in tonight from work tell him to come and see me.” So I did. It was a little late in

the fall, the days were short, she was still in the store, and it was after dark. One customer

was in the store. She said, “When I get the store cleared and get the door locked, I‘ll talk

to you.” I stood around there and they finally left. She said, “How much money is it

going to take to get into that house?” I knew about right to the penny. I’d went and talked

to the bank and that’s what they would loan me – just half. I told Mrs. Burke and she just

reached over behind the cash register and got her personal check and wrote out a check.

We had never got behind on our bill. She said, “You go get that house.”
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Q: So you eventually lived in the Kaki Hunter house?

A: Oh, yes, we lived there twenty years before we moved here. Anyway, I said, “We’ve

got to have an agreement on this or some paper on it.” She said, “You get the house and

we’ll worry about that later”.

Q: You were lucky. There were all kinds of people wanting to buy.

A: Anyway I went to see Mr. Meador then and went to the bank and we got the deal. We

got into the house right in January for $4,500, what I gave for the house. That was the

total.

Q: Were the kids in school then?

A: Our oldest boy was a fist grader and it was real crowded, you know. They had to go to

double sessions. There was just the one school right over here in Moab. That was the

kindergarten through 12th grade.

Q: What is now the city’s building, we used to call the Old Middle School. They could

just walk over there.

A: Oh, yeah, after we moved in the area. They went to school from out at the ranch,

caught the bus up on the corner there.

Q: The schools were pretty crowded?

A: Yes, definitely.

Q: Did you have any problems getting groceries at the stores?

A: There was just the main store, the old Miller Co-op on the corner.
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Q: Miller Co-op on the corner of Center and Main?

A: Yea, I guess they made it into a café, The Slick Rock Café.

Q: I think it’s closed for the winter.

A: That was it, Oh, there were little stores, like this one over here. I think that was about

it, and there was another one down on Main Street.

Q: Did you know Jeannie and Dallas Tanner?

A: Oh yes, they built this store up here after that. We knew both of them. In fact Shirley

worked for them a little bit.

Q: What did you consider the best and worst things about living here during the boom

times?

A: The school situation probably; I mean the kids had to go to double sessions. The

oldest boy.

Q: In double sessions, how many kids were in the classroom, do you know?

A: I remember they were crowded is all. The kids had to go to school in the afternoon

and not get out until late in the evening. Kind of bad or in the morning they had to get up

and get around pretty early in the morning.

Q: What did you do for recreation? Were you involved in all the partying?

A: Well, no. We didn’t do so much of that, I don’t guess.
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Q: Maxine Newell said there was just one party after another.

A: I worked with her out at the Arches for several years. I know her real well. We didn’t

have the money in the first place.

Q: What do you think about Moab now, about newcomers and how it’s changed over the

years?

A: I think it has to be like it is. You can’t change it. It don’t bother me much. I’m retired

really.

Q: As far as changing over to tourist business?

A: Well, we have to have something. That’s about the only backbone income we’ve got

here. I mean industry. Sure is.

Q: I skipped all your Park Service. Was that after the uranium times that you went to

work for the Park Service?

A: Oh yes, after the boom, our claim-selling business went down the drain. I worked for

the Bureau of Public Roads from the fall of 1955 until October of 1956. I worked on the

Castle Valley Road and the Kane Creek Road. Then I worked for the mill until 1964 (4

years as a leach operator and 4 years as a Maintenance mechanic). I worked

approximately 1 year at Potash as a laborer.  Finally, I went to work for the Park Service

in 1966 and stayed there until 1990 in maintenance. I was at Bridges for two seasons, at

Island in the Sky I was the first permanent maintenance man, and then I was in Arches

from 1970-1990.  Lots of good fresh air.

Q: You were right in the thick of the uranium business.
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A: Oh yes. We’d have made a lot more money if we’d had the claims in the right place. I

made some money staking claims. More than I could have made for wages. We made

some pretty good claim deals. The last deal we made, we sold our royalty on some

claims. $25,000 we split three ways.

Q: Did you ever get royalties?

A: No there was never any production on the claims we staked.

Q: So you made money by selling the claims?

A: Yes, and holding the royalties. We sold, I think it was a 3 % royalty. We always held

a 10 on our deals; a 10 percent interest.

Q: Did you feel left out when the uranium boom busted.

A: It was a let-down. Things were booming here, there was a lot of money floating

around for dang sure. I’ll bet there were 8 or 10 attorneys, maybe more than that, with

offices around town at that time. A lot of uranium companies setting up in different

buildings and they had their vehicles with names all over the sides of them. A lot of just

promotion and stock deals. Not so much mining it. We probably had all the crooks and

promoters in the world here there for a while; pretty shady people out to make a quick

dollar.

Q: Certainly Moab grew in leaps and bounds?

A: Right after we bought that old house, you couldn’t have found a place to rent or buy

or nothing. We were lucky to get in that old shack. That was before there were any

subdivisions built like the Mountain View or Walker. There were no new houses to buy.

Q: The Hecla Subdivision, did the Hecla Mining Company build that?
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A: Yes, they bought that property and developed it. And there was Steenville. When I

worked down there on that ranch one summer, Jim Stakle made a deal with the guy that

had the ranch. He didn’t own it either. Mrs. Reardon owned it and she lived in Grand

Junction. She leased it to Fred Frazier, gave him a 20-year lease on it. Before the boom

hit, Frazier talked Stakle into subleasing and in the deal he was to plant 20 acres of alfalfa

hay on the place. We planted the whole thing – up there where the churches are now and

Helen M Knight School, plumb down to where that restaurant is [Denny’s]. Where all

those houses are now was planted into corn. I planted the corn myself with a corn-planter.

And they hired a couple guys to irrigate it in the summer and we raised a pretty good crop

of corn down there on that place. Up there across from where Ottinger’s is, old Kent

Johnson dug a big pit there.  We chopped up all that corn and put it in for ensilage in that

pit. Then Skakle went ahead and let them have the alfalfa.

Q: What did Skakle get out of this?

A: His brother was president of Great Lakes Carbon and they bought that old ranch down

there back in the early 40s with the prospect of drilling on it and getting potash mineral.

They went in there and drilled 3 holes in the sloughs. I saw the core laying out there. It

was all stacked down there in a shed at the ranch. After that they decided not to go ahead

and do anything to develop or mine.

End of tape Missed part of the story.

Q: Okay tell me about the pheasant war?

A: Okay, old Clive (the game warden) and Jim Skakle got in that big argument so they

decided to just have a shoot out down on Main Street. The game warden said it should be

open to all and Skakle said it was private property and didn’t want everyone to come in.
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Q: Back up a minute. Was the Shoot-out about the pheasants? Why did they decide to

have a shoot-out?

A: They couldn’t agree on letting the people hunt and they got in a big argument so the

way they were going to settle it was to have a big shoot-out on Main Street. Gene was

working down there for him. Jim said, “Well, I think you ought to go up there with me to

see if I get a fair draw.”  They were to meet at one o’clock or two o’clock up on Main

Street. I guess they had quite a gathering show up.

Q: Who were the guys who were going to have the shoot-out?

A: Jim Skakle and old Clive Stewart. Clive was the game warden. So anyway, they met

up there all right. When they got serious, why, Gene Westwood, who worked for Skakle,

went to knock the gun out of Skakle’s hand or something and it went off and it went right

up the side of his head. Old Gene went to his grave with a scar right up the side of his

head. Just from knocking it out of his hand, it went off someway. Anyway, they threw

Jim in jail. He told me about that.

Q: Were the people all gathered around like in a Western?

A: Yep. Jim got an attorney and got out. He didn’t serve any time. He didn’t actually

shoot anybody.  Old Jim was a funny guy. He was a moody old boy. Some days he’d talk

a lot and some days he wouldn’t have anything to say. Always threatening with a gun.

His neighbors there in Westwood across from Denny’s, I thought there would be a killing

anytime the way they talked at one another. Westwood was a hotheaded old feller too.

They were fighting over the water and just little things, but I thought there would be a

shooting there the way they acted.

Q: These Westwoods were not the same as the Westwood who was the sheriff?
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A:  No, that’s a different Westwood. I don’t know if there are any of those Westwoods

left around here any more.

Q: Verlyn Westwood?

A: I don’t know her. There were several of them when I came to the country; there was

quite a family of them, in fact. Four or five boys, three or four girls,

Q: Do you have any thoughts about Moab? You must have stayed here because you like

it?

A: I like the climate; I guess that’s the main thing. Kind of have our roots here. With the

kids, Got them in school, and all that.

Q: Are you church-goers?

A: No neither one of us

Q: Did the Mormon Church have any conflict with your kids? Were they left out or

anything?

A: I can’t say they have, no.

Q: It didn’t make much difference to you, as far as the community?

A: No, no. I have friends that are Mormon. Our youngest son joined the Lutheran Church

here a few years ago. The oldest boy joined the Mormon Church. They talked him into

being baptized. He’s been baptized but he never lived his religion or went to church.

Q: You say the Mormons did get your oldest son but he didn’t stay with it? So it hasn’t

been much of an influence?
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A: No, no. We took our seven lessons.

Q: Were you involved in any social clubs or organizations?

A: No, I never did hook up with the Elks or Lions or any of those people.

Q: How you interacted with government agencies, well, you worked for them?

A: Yes

Q: Did you have anything to do with neighboring communities like Green River or

Monticello?

A: No, not really.

Q: Just liked it here?

A: Yes, I don’t know. After that hard winter we had up there in ‘48 and ‘49, next spring I

came down here and I stayed here. That was so darn cold and so much snow. Of course, I

saw one winter here that was tough, too…1973. That was a tough one. Three feet of snow

here in Moab. And out in the park, anywhere you went in any direction. You could go to

Grand Junction and get out of it. You could go to Price and get out of it. It was just right

here in this southeastern part of Utah. No kidding, there was about three foot of snow

right here in town. People were running around on snowmobiles. And cold! 18 to 20

below lots and lots of nights.

Q: Pipes froze?

A: You bet. There were 2 or 3 old boys and that’s about all they did every day with

welders trying to thaw people’s water lines. Old Bob Fine had a machine shop here and

he did a lot of that. He told me after that winter he didn’t get paid for half of it, some paid
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and some didn’t, but he just did it for the people. Lots of people on the back streets were

snowed in, they couldn’t get out. The city didn’t have equipment.

Q: How long did it last?

A: Well, from right after Christmas until late February. It just snowed and snowed. I was

working out at the park. I’d go out there every morning and shovel snow for an hour and

a half around the visitor’s center and around the shop.

Q: Did you have any visitors?

A: A few. It was amazing. There were a few come out and taking pictures of the snow

and the icicles on the ledges out there; frost on the bushes. Well it was just a different

park from when there is no snow. I was glad to see spring come, though.

Q: What is that tree there?

A: It’s a big old apricot. It’s old and big old limbs come off of it in the last year or two.

It’s about done I suppose.

Q: I think you have probably told me all about your exciting life?

A: Well, not all of it but probably enough of it.

Q: Any further comments you would like to make?

A: I put in twenty-six years with the Park. And I enjoyed most of it, but I was glad to be

away from it. It’s a bureaucratic deal that gets worse as time goes on, too.  All in all,

there were better opportunities in Moab during the uranium boom.  I’m not crying

because I didn’t become a millionaire.  I enjoyed seeing things happen during the boom

times.
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Q: Do you ever go out to the Park?

A: Very seldom. When I get some company take them out there, and give them the tour. I

guess I’ve been out there once this year; same way going out to the Island in the Sky, and

down to the Bridges.

Q (to Dave’s wife, Shirley): Did you like to ride horses out in Valley City?

A: Uh huh, Valley City.

Q: I guess the whole family likes to ride horses?

A: Yes,
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