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PLAYGROUND  
 

Note: any repairs, modifications, or alterations should first be discussed with the equipment manufacturer to avoid product liability 

issues. 

 

RECOMMENDATION #  

 

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM  

 

11.16.01 Composite Play Structure (CPS) 

 

RECOMMENDATION  

Various features on the Composite Play Structure (CPS) do 

not meet current safety guidelines and should be considered 

for removal.  Many vertical supports on the CPS are severely 

deteriorated and should be checked for structural integrity 

(bore tested).  Address hazards listed below. 

Photo A 

 

HAZARD DESCRIPTION  

 

HAZARD RATING  

 

GUIDELINE  

Photos B-W.  Many support posts throughout the Composite Play Structure (CPS) 

are severely deteriorated.  Though maintenance has sanded down and applied either 

an epoxy or caps to the top of vertical support posts, extreme wear is evident. Wood 

sections are missing, cockles growing from the top of one, excessive splitting, and 

deterioration.  The integrity of this structure may be greatly compromised due to 

these supports.   

IA ASTM Section 

12  

CPSC 2.5 

Photos E, H, I & S.  Splintered wood throughout the playground may pose 

entanglement and/or laceration hazards.   

II  CPSC 3.2 & 3.4 

Photos P, S, T, V & BB .  Some nails, screws and bolts are backing out of the aged 

wood or are missing altogether.  With the condition of the wood itôs difficult to 

ensure hardware is maintained appropriately and requires frequent upkeep. 

II CPSC 2.5.2, 3.2 

& 3.4  

Photo X.  Head entrapment hazard was found at both ends of the balance beam 

between the beam and the chain connection.  A head entrapment hazard is an 

opening with a distance greater than 3.5 inches (which will allow the torso probe) 

but less than 9 inches (and does not permit the head probe).   

II  CPSC B.2.4, 

3.3.1 & ASTM 

Section 6 

Photos Y & Z.  The short metal ñtubeò slide on the CPS does not meet current 

safety guidelines and should be removed if the structure is to remain.  Per 

guidelines, ñAll slides should be provided with a platformé.ò  This slide does not 

have a platform.   

II  CPSC 5.3.6.2  

Photo Z.  The distance from the top of the ñtubeò slide exit or chute to the surface 

below measured 22 in. at the time of my inspection.  Guidelines recommend this 

distance be no greater than 11 in. for a slide 4 feet and under.   

II  CPSC 5.3.6.4 

Photo Z.  With the wood cross boards on the outside of the slide, it very accessible 

for kids to climb.   Guidelines specifically note exterior of tube slides should 

discourage climbing.   

II  CPSC 5.3.6.3.5 
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Photo AA & BB.  Corner wood support was removed and replacement boards were 

installed, creating a head entrapment. (Located near the tube slide platform, see 

photos.)  

IB CPSC B.2.4, 

3.3.1 & ASTM 

Section 6 

Photos CC-EE.  Slide located in NE corner of the CPS measured 20 inches from the 

top of the slide chute to the surface below.  Per recommended guidelines for slides 

of this height, the slide exit region should ñbe at least 7 inches but not more than 15 

inches above the protective surfacing.ò 

II  CPSC 5.3.6.4 

Photo DD.  Per ASTM Guidelines there should be no gaps at the top of the slide. IB CPSC 5.3.6.7 

Photos FF & GG.  Open platform located in SE corner of CPS has a deck height of 

41 inches.  Per guidelines, guardrails or protective barriers are required on elevated 

surfaces greater than 30 in. above the protective surfacing when intended for use by 

5 through 12 year olds. 

II  ASTM 7.5.5.1 

Photos HH & JJ.  Since the top of the wood tunnel and the adjacent climbing tree 

feature are easily accessible to children, the distance from the top of the guardrail 

and/or the top of the tree feature to the surface below should be considered the Fall 

Height.  These measurements were over 6 feet at the time of my inspection.   

IB CPSC 2.4 

ASTM F1292 ï 
Standard for 

surfacing materials 

Photos HH & II.  One head entrapment was noted between slats at the top of the 

tunnel feature, see arrow in photo H for location.  (All other slated openings above 

the tunnel were checked. None of the other openings posed head entrapment 

hazards.) 

IB CPSC B.2.4, 

3.3.1 & ASTM 

Section 6 

Photos KK -MM .  Tire tube climber has 6 foot drop to compacted fall protection 

below.  Due to the design, itôs hard to monitor children while playing.   

II  CPSC 2.2.5 & 

2.4 

Photo NN.  Attachment at bottom tire climber should have hardware (washer) 

between the metal and the tire to eliminate a catch point. (photo MM for location)   

II  CPSC 2.5.2 & 

4.1 

Photos OO-RR.  Some tubing is warn on the chain climber and should be replaced.   

Hardware is rusty and should be treated and/or replaced.   

III  CPSC 4.1 

Photo SS.  Remove protrusion hazard from East vertical support for the chain 

climber.  Bolt head backing out of support appears unnecessary as the chain is no 

longer linked there. 

IB CPSC 6.4.4 

Photo SS.  The chain from the climber has severed a gap in the wood approximately 

60% of the way through the East support which compromises the structural 

integrity.  If the structure remains, this entire support should be replaced. 

IB ASTM Section 

12 & CPSC 2.5 

Photos TT-YY. Tires on both tire climbers are showing extreme wear and should be 

replaced soon. 

II  CPSC Section 4 

Photos ZZ-AAA . Chain used for the handholds on the ñtight-ropeò climber is rusty 

and should be treated for rust or replaced. 

II  CPSC 2.5.2, 

Section 4 

ASTM 4.2.1 

Photos BBB-CCC. Guidelines recommend that a slide pole have a distance between 

18 ï 20 inches away from the take-off platform.  The sliding pole has a clearance of 

approximately 13 inches from the deck.   

III  ASTM 8.4.1 

Photo DDD.  Entrance of spiral slide should provide handholds to help facilitate the 

user to a sitting position. 

II  CPSC 5.3.6.2 

Photos EEE & FFF.  Bolts beneath the spiral slide extend greater than two threads 

past the nut posing impalement and/or laceration hazards. 

IB CPSC 3.2  

ASTM 6.4.3 

Photos GGG-III .  ñSò hooks on overhead hanging rings are open greater than .04 

inches (or 1.0 mm) comprising entanglement hazards.   

IB CPSC 3.2 

ASTM 6.4.5 
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Photo HHH.  ñSò hooks are also showing signs of wear but are only about 25% 

used.  Order replacement hooks and when wear is approximately 50-60% install the 

new ones. 

III  CPSC Section 4 

Photos JJJ-MMM.   Sand on platform decks, walkways, the bridge and other 

surfaces may pose trip and fall hazards to users.  Consider increasing maintenance 

visits to remove sand or relocate the sandbox away from the composite play 

structure.   

II  CPSC Section 4 

Photo NNN.  Sandbox slide is a pour design with sand collecting on the slide bed 

and the user exiting the chute onto sandbox toys and possibly other children.  Per 

CPSC, ñActive, physical activities should be separate from more passive or quiet 

activities.  Areas for playground equipmentésand boxes should be located in 

different sectionséslide exits should be located in an uncongested area of the 

playground.ò 

II  ASTM 8.5.6.1 

CPSC 2.2.4 

Photos OOO-SSS.  Various tires in the 2-5 year old play area are exceedingly worn 

and should be removed or replaced. 

II  CPSC Section 4 

Photos TTT-UUU. ñSò hooks are open greater than 1 mm on the tire glide feature, 

creating potential entanglement/strangulation hazards.  All ñSò hooks should be 

closed or have an opening less than .04 in. per guidelines.   

IB CPSC 3.2 

ASTM 6.4.5 

Photos VVV -YYY .  Head Entrapments continued.  A head entrapment hazard is an 

opening with a distance greater than 3.5 inches (which will allow the torso probe) 

but less than 9 inches (and does not permit the head probe).  Note the different 

hazard rating, due to the location/probability of the hazard and due to the fact that 

the childôs feet would most likely be able to touch the ground. 

¶ The openings rotating wheel 

¶ Between tires and the connectors 

¶ The tic tac toe panel  

¶ Platform near the entrance boardwalk and balance beam  

II  CPSC B.2.4, 

3.3.1 

ASTM Section 6 

    
Photo B  Photo C Photo D Photo E  

    
Photo F Photo G - cockles Photo H Photo I 



The Childrenôs Park, Hood River  
November 11, 2016 

4 | P a g e  

This report was based upon acknowledged circumstances and conditions, as well as information provided through the client or other sources assumed to be reliable.  Any recommendations 

provided pertain only to those areas or items acknowledged and do not purport to address all hazards or risk control alternative measures.  This report, any subsequent recommendations and/or 

services provided by Nancy Agnesse are advisory and designed to assist the client in establishing and maintaining its own loss control activities, and are not intended to replace the clientôs own 

efforts in providing a safe environment and in requiring safe practices for employers or the public. 

 

 

    

Photo J Photo K Photo L Photo M 

    

Photo N Photo O Photo P Photo Q 

    
Photo R  Photo S  Photo T  Photo U  

    
Photo V Photo W Photo X Photo Y  
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Photo Z  Photo AA  Photo BB  Photo CC  

    
Photo DD  Photo EE  Photo FF  Photo GG  

    
Photo HH Photo II Photo JJ KK  

    
LL  MM  NN OO 
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