
Oregon is distinguished by vast natural landscapes outside of urban areas, 
qualities that have not come about by chance. Conserving farm and forest land 
and protecting natural environments while sustaining a prosperous economy 
and ensuring a desirable quality of life are part of Oregon’s legacy.
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Oregon’s land use planning program, established 
in 1973, requires cities and counties to establish comprehensive 
land-use plans that address numerous Statewide Planning Goals. Local 
Comprehensive Plans reflect the interests of communities, protect farm 
and forest lands, natural resources, and manage urban growth within 
identified urban areas. (For information on Statewide Planning Goals, 
visit oregon.gov/lcd.)

Hood River is required to implement Statewide Planning Goals

at the local level. Hood River’s Comprehensive Plan was acknowledged by the 

state in 1983. The “Comp Plan” provides the basis for Hood River’s land use and 

development ordinances, zoning map, and its policies guide the regulation of new 

development. Since its establishment 35 years ago, several components of the plan 

have been updated to address economic development, the transportation system, 

natural resources and, most recently, housing.

State law requires cities to provide a 20-year supply of developable land for 

both employment and housing needs and directs future growth will to occur within 

the City’s Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) where urban services are provided such as 

roads, water and sewer systems, parks, schools and fire and police protection. The 

UGB protects farms and forests, the backbone of Hood River County’s economy, 

from urban sprawl by promoting the efficient use of land, public facilities and 

services inside the boundary. Situated among orchards, farms, and the Columbia 

River Gorge National Scenic Area, Hood River continues to balance environmental 

stewardship with evolving community needs. 
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Establishing a Vision and Meeting Oregon’s Statewide 
Planning Goals on the Local Level

Visit ci.hood-river.or.us/connect to sign 
up for topic specific email updates

Stay Connected!

“Oregon is an inspiration. Whether you come to 
it, or are born to it, you become entranced by our 
state’s beauty, the opportunity she affords, and the 
independent spirit of her citizens.” -- Governor Tom 
McCall’s 1973 Address to the Oregon Legislature


