
 

 

 

 

 

2013-2014 
 
Districts Served: 20  Schools Served: 152 

  

Charter Schools Served: 21 Instructional Hours: 576.45 

 

Teacher Services: 1,621  Students Services: 15,152 

 

Title I Schools Served: 61 

 

 

The UMFA inspires critical dialogue and 

illuminates the role of art in our lives. 
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1. Budget expenditure report and income source report 

 

 Legislative 

Appropriation 

Funding 

Leveraged 

from Other 

Sources 

Total 

Expenditures 

on Approved 

Education 

Programs 

Legislative 

Appropriation % 

of Total 

Expenditures 

Personnel 80,040 88,882 168,922 48% 

Travel 11,736 6,132 17,868 66% 

Materials 14,941 23,894 38,835 39% 

Other 

(identify) 

    

TOTAL 106,717 118,908 225,625 48% 

 

 

2. 2013 - 2014 Total Services Provided 

 
Districts Charters Schools Instructional 

Hours 

Teacher 

Services 

Student 

Services 

20 21 152 567.45 1,621 15,152 

 

 

3. 2013 - 2014 Individual Services Provided 

 

The Utah Museum of Fine Arts’ Public School Program includes pARTners curriculum-

based tours; Art in a Box classroom presentations, curriculum kits, and material refills; 

Museum in the Classroom presentations; Education Collection objects and curriculum 

kits for loan; teacher trainings and workshops; and K-12 Museum tours. The year 2013-

2014 was a transitional year for the UMFA, both in terms of programs and staffing. We 

began to develop a new program, the Traveling Museum Project, which will highlight the 

UMFA’s unique ability to provide learning experiences with authentic art objects. This 

program will debut in Utah schools in fall 2014 and will deliver a portable case-

exhibition of authentic Museum objects from around the world to schools for several 

weeks at a time, accompanied by class presentations from UMFA educators, curricular 

resources incorporating cross-disciplinary curricular materials, and art-making lessons for 

teachers to connect the exhibition to their curriculum and the Utah Core Standards. In 

addition, we began to strategically phase out the Art in a Box program that the Traveling 

Museum Project will replace. We also spent most of the year without a Coordinator of 

Educator Programs, a key member of the department of Education and Engagement, 

which we are currently looking to fill. We look forward to piloting a new program in 

2014-15 that aligns strategically with UMFA’s vision as well as serving teachers and 

students in a unique and integrated way, and to having a full team of educators to design 

and deliver our resources to students and teachers. 

 

In 2013-2014 the UMFA served 152 schools throughout the state. Of those schools, 61 

were Title 1 schools.  
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A. pARTners 

 
Districts Charters Schools Instructional 

Hours 

Teacher 

Services 

Student 

Services 

1 1 28 88 431 4,031 

 

The pARTners program is a multi-visit program that is offered to all 4th grade students in 

the Salt Lake City School District. The program includes two visits to the Museum each 

year supplemented with teacher resources to facilitate pre- and post-tour lessons. UMFA 

educators write new pARTners curriculum for each fall and spring term with an emphasis 

on core-linked curriculum tied to current Museum exhibitions. In the fall curriculum, 

Line, students discovered how artists use many different kinds of lines for different 

purposes. On Museum tours, students examined line as a basis for most art making by 

discovering how artists, past and present, use lines in diverse ways throughout many 

mediums. They explored the ways in which lines can create a sense of mood by 

examining the trails of movement in a digital video, and how implied lines allow the 

viewer’s eye to move through a work of art. In-gallery games and sketching activities 

were used to discover line and their uses throughout the Museum. In the spring 

curriculum, Materials in Art, students explored the many different materials involved in 

art-making from paint, plaster, film, and wood to contemporary materials such as tires, 

HD video, and the internet. They discussed what materials artists use and why they might 

have chosen those materials exploring diverse cultural histories, places, and time periods. 

Students asked and answered questions such as: Is there a tradition that supports the use 

of this material? Is there symbolic meaning behind the choice of material? Can you tell 

when or where the object was created based on what material was used? With an 

interactive materials sample ring, students also explored the difference between real 

texture and visual texture.  

 

B. Classroom Presentations 

 
Districts Charters Schools Instructional 

Hours 
Teacher 

Services 
Student 

Services 

17 10 77 300.45 392 8,398 

 

1. Art in a Box Classroom Visits 

UMFA educators deliver in-class Art in a Box presentations across the entire state of 

Utah, teaching fine art and cross-disciplinary lessons. These visits center on Art in a Box 

classroom boxes, which contain core curriculum-based lesson plans, reproductions of 

artworks, original artworks, quality art-making tools, and consumable art supplies. Each 

Art in a Box kit contains art activity supplies for 105 students. The in-class presentations 

allow both teachers and students a direct hands-on experience working with all of the 

materials provided in the box, expanding their knowledge and experience with the given 

content. The Art in a Box kit is given to the participating school or district at the end of 

the presentation; refills for art materials are provided to the school at no cost. UMFA 

educators currently take two curricular boxes to schools around the state: Art in a Box: 

Printmaking and Art in a Box: Color. This aspect of the UMFA’s Public School Program 
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will be phased out in 2014-2015 as we transition to our new Traveling Museum Project, 

which will serve students from UMFA’s unique strengths in authentic art objects, object-

based learning, and multi-disciplinary curricular resources for arts integration. Art-

making lesson plans and supplies will continue to be included with the Traveling 

Museum Project’s presentations and teacher resources, complementing other experiential 

learning components. 

 

Each Art in a Box: Printmaking contains a variety of lesson plans exploring different 

printmaking processes, and all brayers, the barrens, ink, paper, and printing plates needed 

for students to create original artwork using traditional printmaking techniques. Learning 

objectives include: 1) hands-on exploration of the techniques and procedures of 

printmaking, which they might not otherwise experience, and 2) investigation of the 

elements and principles of art.  Art in a Box: Color contains extensive art-making and 

lesson-building resources that help teachers and students learn more about the dynamic 

world of color across the curriculum. Learning objectives include: 1) evaluation of the 

role of color in subject matter, themes, symbols, ideas, and meaning; and 2) interpretation 

and application of color as an element of art. This box includes games, a pinwheel kit, 

books about color, a color wheel, a color mixing guide, prisms, oil pastels, an acrylic 

paint set, palette knives, palette paper, and reproductions of artwork from UMFA’s 

collection. 

 

2. Museum in the Classroom Presentations 

UMFA also offers in-class presentations for schools utilizing authentic art objects and 

curricular kits from the UMFA’s Education Collection. These one-hour intensive 

learning experiences use Museum objects from around the world and to facilitate a 

thematic conversation that encourages diverse, global perspectives. UMFA educators 

engage students in arts-based learning with a wide array of Museum objects that address 

a common theme in various ways. All presentations include a PowerPoint slide show and 

discussion on the theme and objects, object information cards, gloves for students to wear 

and handle the objects, classroom activities, and resources for the classroom teacher. 

Popular presentations in 2013-14 included African Traditions, which explores ancestors, 

traditions, and the importance of cultural heritage. This presentation focuses on traditions 

both past and present in five African Countries: Ethiopia, Kenya, Morocco, Somalia, and 

South Africa. Tribes of Utah explores traditional crafts created by living artists from the 

Goshute, Navajo, Piute, Shoshone, and Ute tribes. In December of 2013, Museum 

educators presented Kwanzaa, highlighting traditions and African American heritage by 

looking at objects associated with the holiday and creating their own mkeka.  

 

3. In the fall of 2013, the UMFA hosted a large exhibition, Under Pressure: 

Contemporary Prints from the Collections of Jordan D. Schnitzer and His Family 

Foundation, exhibiting more than one hundred prints from 1950 to the present day, 

featuring important artists like Andy Warhol and Helen Frankenthaler. As part of this 

exhibition, the UMFA offered a special program to secondary classrooms in Granite and 

Salt Lake City School Districts. A Museum educator visited participating classrooms 

with an introduction to the printmaking process and the exhibition, providing a high-

school appropriate hands-on printmaking activity that would be followed in the same 
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week by a trip to the UMFA for an hour-long docent-guided tour of the exhibition. All 

bussing costs for this program were covered by the UMFA.   

 

C. Materials Refills 

 
Districts Charters Schools Instructional 

Hours 
Teacher 

Services 
Student 

Services 

7 0 18 23 23 0 

 

In 2013-14, the UMFA offered a free supply and curriculum refill to any teacher or 

school that has a classroom Art in a Box kit. During the year, 18 schools requested refill 

supplies to allow more children in their school an experience with Art in a Box: 

Printmaking and Art in a Box: Color, as well as past boxes, Art in a Box: Mexico and Art 

in a Box: Teaching Utah Through Art. Each refill contains over $75 worth of art 

materials, facilitating art experiences for an additional 1,890 students not reported above. 

 

 

D. Education Collection Checkout and Loans 

 
Districts Charters Schools Instructional 

Hours 
Teacher 

Services 
Student 

Services 

2 3 9 12 12 0 

 

Historically, the UMFA’s Education Collection (formerly known as the Teacher 

Resource Center) has loaned museum objects and curriculum kits to educators for use in 

school settings. As we addressed strategic goals of the program, the checkout and loan 

program was put on hold with a few exceptions for checkouts that are reflected in the 

numbers above. Moving into 2014-2015, this aspect of the Education Collection will be 

phased out as we transition to using the collection in the curation of the Traveling 

Museum Project.  

 

E. Teacher Trainings and Workshops 

 
Districts Charters Schools Instructional 

Hours 
Teacher 

Services 
Student 

Services 

13 2 33 80 437 0 

 

1. Evening for Educators and Teacher Workshops 

In conjunction with the StateWide Arts Partnership, we held two Evening for Educators 

programs: Contemporary Women Artists, and Inspired by Great Salt Lake. We also 

presented a third teacher workshop, Trade and Travel on the Silk Road, in collaboration 

with the Utah Symphony | Utah Opera.  

 

These workshops increase teachers’ content knowledge and confidence in the fine arts 

through lectures and workshops about important artists, artworks, traditions, movements, 

and art-making practices in the past and present. They also include explicit training and 

supplemental materials on curriculum and instructional methods designed to meet the 
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Utah Core Standards and to facilitate arts integration across the curriculum. They are 

geared toward teachers in all disciplines and grade levels. 

 

At each of the Evenings for Educators, the UMFA distributes CDs containing images of 

art works from the UMFA collection, biographies of the artists discussed, and cross-

disciplinary lesson plans. By attending five evenings (15 hours) and completing a field 

test, teachers can receive one credit hour of in-service credit. Pre-service teachers from 

the University of Utah also often attend these programs to enrich their preparations for 

classroom teaching. Our teacher programs served over 100 pre-service teachers in 2013-

2014 not reported above. 

 

In 2014-15, we will be adding to our teacher workshops with pARTners workshops for 

fourth grade teachers in Salt Lake City School District, introducing them to the pARTners 

tour curriculum that all fourth-graders in SLCSD will attend each fall and spring. UMFA 

will provide resources for pre-tour and post-tour lessons, allowing teachers to better 

integrate their students’ Museum experience into the classroom.   

 

November 13, 2013 Evening for Educators: Contemporary Women Artists highlighted 

women artists in the UMFA's collection and the temporary exhibition Under Pressure: 

Contemporary Prints from the Collections of Jordan D. Schnitzer and His Family 

Foundation. Other exhibitions discussed were salt 8: Shigeyuki Kihara and Martha 

Wilson: Staging the Self. The keynote speaker, Sarah Hollenberg, from the University of 

Utah’s Art and Art History Department, discussed important work by contemporary 

women artists and the historical and theoretical perspectives in which their work is rooted. 

Workshop sessions included a Museum tour featuring works by women and two art 

making sessions highlighting techniques of Helen Frankenthaler and Hung Liu.  

 

March 19, 2014 Evening for Educators: Inspired by Great Salt Lake discussed 

multidisciplinary approaches to the art, science, and history of Great Salt Lake. This 

workshop helped teachers use art as a springboard for teaching about Great Salt Lake as a 

site of science, history, and inspiration for many artists. Jaimi Butler of the Great Salt 

Lake Institute at Westminster College presented the keynote lecture on the Lake. 

Workshop sessions included growing brine shrimp, a presentation on Robert Smithson’s 

iconic artwork Spiral Jetty (1970) located in Great Salt Lake, and a creative writing 

lesson relating to the Lake.  

 

February 5, 2014 Workshop for Teachers: Trade and Travel on the Silk Road explored 

how the art and cultures found along the famed Silk Road were influenced by the flow of 

goods, ideas, and religion that traveled along it. UMFA Curator of Antiquities, Luke 

Kelly, presented a keynote lecture on the Silk Road. Workshops included a brush 

painting lesson by visiting artists from China and an introduction to the UMFA’s 

resources regarding the Silk Road. 

 

2. In-class and District Training Sessions 

The UMFA offers additional teacher trainings to empower teachers to use the materials 

and lesson plans provided through the various components of all outreach services: 
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Museum in the Classroom, Art in a Box and pARTners programs, building on UMFA tour 

content in the classroom, and integrating the arts across their curriculum. The more we 

can work with and provide curricular resources for teachers, the greater the potential is 

for meaningful integration of our programs within the curriculum. These additional hours 

spent with teachers result not only in quality training on the implementation of our 

programs, but also provide valuable feedback on the UMFA’s Public School Program as 

a whole. It allows us to understand teachers’ continuing needs for innovative curricula 

based on core standards and new learning objectives, which enables the UMFA to evolve 

the program so that it is most useful for teachers and students.  

 

3. Conferences and Collaborations 

This year the UMFA’s Department of Education and Engagement participated in the 

Western Museum Association (WMA) conference, presenting multiple sessions including 

“Exhibits on a Shoestring,” “Diverse Approaches to Collaborative Exhibitions,” 

“Storytelling Strategies for Museum Environments,” and "Utilizing Volunteers in 

Museum Collections: Projects to Get, Keep, and Train Volunteers." At the Utah Art 

Education Association (UAEA) conference, UMFA educators presented cross-curricular 

approaches to teaching about ancient Egyptian communication and technologies. At the 

National Art Education Association conference (NAEA), UMFA educators presented a 

session entitled “Leaving the Studio: Critically Thinking about Land Art with Students.” 

UMFA educators also attended the National Docent Symposium, Artsforce (at the 

University of Utah), and Expanding a Shared Vision (Yale University Art Gallery), 

among others. The Great Salt Lake Institute at Westminster College, Dia Art Foundation, 

Utah Humanities Council, Utah State Office of Education, Utah Museum Association, 

and the University of Utah are among our many collaborators. 

 

 

F. Museum Tours 

 
Districts Charters Schools Instructional 

Hours 
Teacher 

Services 
Student 

Services 

9 12 49 73 326 2,723 

 

1. Encounters with Art from Around the World 

Students who participate in K-12 tours, both docent- and teacher-led, benefit from direct 

encounters with the myriad works of art on view at the UMFA. In 2013-2014, students 

had the opportunity to engage with works of art from 16
th

 through 20th century Europe, 

the Classical world, Egypt, South Asia, the Americas, Oceania, and Modern and 

Contemporary works of art from around the globe. Students also experienced special 

exhibitions of works by Shigeyuki Kihara, Jillian Mayer, Gary Winogrand, Helen Levitt, 

Lawrence Weiner, Tacita Dean, CLUI (Center for Land Use Interpretation), Alfred 

Lambourne, Martha Wilson, and the many important artists included in the exhibition 

Under Pressure: Contemporary Prints from the Collections of Jordan D. Schnitzer and 

His Family Foundation. Students were also able to view and interact with work by 

University of Utah graphic design students from a course entitled Sustainable Design 
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Practice, which engaged viewers in artworks and activities related to environmental 

sustainability through the exhibition Exploring Sustainability. 

 

2. Docent-led Tours 

UMFA docents employ age-appropriate teaching strategies, discussion questions, and 

activity kits with examples and manipulatives to facilitate meaningful experiences with 

the works of art on view in the Museum. Due to the leadership of our extensively trained 

docents, students benefit from small group size, averaging 5-7 per group, and individual 

attention. Each tour is specially customized to the needs and learning objectives of each 

group, emphasizing interaction and respectful, open dialogue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Documentation of three year rotation to charters and all districts 
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4. Documentation of three year rotation to charters and all districts 

 

Number of schools served with the Visual Arts in each district. 

District 2011-2012  2012-2013  2013-2014  2014-2015 

Alpine 43 36 35 27 

Beaver 4 1 3 1 

Box Elder 5 8 4 2 

Cache 13 17 14 15 

Canyons 15 17 10 21 

Carbon 1 2 2 1 

Daggett 2 1 0 2 

Davis 35 71 24 25 

Duchesne 3 1 3 4 

Emery 3 3 4 4 

Garfield 3 6 0 3 

Grand 2 1 1 3 

Granite 60 47 95 35 

Iron 5 4 4 1 

Jordan 40 32 27 22 

Juab 3 1 2 3 

Kane  5 0 3 3 

Logan 2 4 3 6 

Millard 2 3 2 5 

Morgan 2 1 3 1 

Murray 9 2 5 9 

Nebo  25 22 23 20 

North Sanpete 4 5 1 5 

North Summit 0 1 0 1 

Ogden 3 7 3 12 

Park City 4 0 6 2 

Piute 1 1 2 1 

Provo 9 11 6 11 

Rich 0 2 0 1 

Salt Lake City 40 41 42 40 

San Juan 0 1 7 0 

Sevier 2 5 5 1 

South Sanpete 0 4 1 2 

South Summit 2 2 2 2 

Tintic 4 0 1 2 

Tooele 12 10 5 4 

Uintah 6 12 4 8 

Wasatch 2 2 4 3 

Washington 12 17 30 12 

Wayne 0 1 0 1 

Weber 12 12 8 5 

Charter 58 49 51 34 

TOTAL SCHOOLS 453 463 445 360 

TOTAL DISTRICTS 36 38 37 41 
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5. A summary of the organization’s self-evaluation 

 

A. Cost-effectiveness:  

The Utah Museum of Fine Arts’ Public School Program is highly valued and respected 

among the Museum’s volunteers, donors, and visitors. The Museum recognizes the value 

of this program to the community and therefore matches the award from the state 

legislature 100%. This one-to-one match allows the UMFA to have an educational impact 

that reaches across the state, to develop quality programs in response to teacher and 

student needs, to create exhibition programming, to generate relevant core-curriculum 

connections, and to engage in intensive collaborations and trainings with teachers and 

students. Much of the funding supports the development of resources that enrich art and 

cross-disciplinary instruction across the state and provides art materials and resources to 

participating schools and districts. This allows teachers to use the art materials and 

supplies for a variety of classes and lessons over the years, giving students a lasting art 

experience beyond their UMFA classroom visits or tour.   

 

B. Procedural efficiency:  

1. The UMFA efficiently plans its visits to schools to maximize the impact on a school 

district. Through relationships with District Arts Coordinators and principals, we are 

often able to visit numerous classes in each school and several schools in each district 

during one trip. With so many of Utah’s schools in rural areas far from the Wasatch 

Front, it is often necessary to take week-long trips to see as many students as possible in a 

remote area. We also work with the Springville Museum of Art to help plan our visits 

around the state. By staggering visits from our two organizations, more schools are 

exposed to the visual arts during the year and more students are able to experience the 

lasting impact of visual arts education; an education that helps students develop critical 

thinking skills, creative problem solving skills, and the ability to express themselves in a 

meaningful way.  

 

2. Docents 

UMFA docents deliver impactful education in our galleries, providing much more 

individual attention and a higher quality of interaction to more students than would be 

possible with staff alone. The UMFA provides docent training for its volunteer docents 

who teach K-12 students in our galleries. UMFA staff organize and implement an 

intensive training program for pre-service docents, requiring 4 hours per week for 8 

months, with homework. The training addresses educational philosophy, teaching and 

questioning strategies, art knowledge, and cross-disciplinary applications. UMFA staff 

also provide ongoing training for continuing docents with a monthly training 

presentation, continuing education opportunities, team trainings, and pARTners curricular 

workshops in both the fall and the spring, and a day-long workshop in the summer. The 

docent corps meets to discuss touring experiences and strategies under the leadership of 

the Docent Steering Committee, a group of experienced docents who are extremely 

committed to high-quality gallery experiences for all visiting student groups. 

 

3. Staff Time and Professional Resources 
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UMFA education staff work collaboratively with one another and with colleagues in 

other departments of the Museum (including curatorial, collections, operations, and 

external relations) to maximize the development and delivery of high-level resources. 

Colleagues from other departments assist with the design of our print and online 

resources, physical accessibility in the Museum, the portability and design of the 

Traveling Museum Project, informational outreach about our programs, and visitor 

safety. 

 

4. Strengthen Support for Public Arts Education  

The UMFA works to strengthen awareness and support for art education by: informing 

state legislators and representatives when we will be in their districts, working to saturate 

a district each time we are there, encouraging relationships among the teachers by 

providing collaborative trainings, working with after school community programs to 

provide art learning experiences, collaborating with other visual arts providers to 

supplement the curriculum we are teaching, and working with community media outlets 

such as local radio stations and newspapers to increase awareness of programs happening 

in the schools.  

 

C. Collaborative practices:  

1. Collaborations with Public School Educators 

UMFA educators communicate frequently with public school educators through 

evaluation and program feedback. This year, we relaunched our On the Wall newsletter to 

connect with our state’s teachers and make our resources more accessible.  

 

2. Collaborations with other organizations 

The UMFA endeavors to find opportunities for collaboration with other organizations, 

including those addressing science and art, serving the public schools. We collaborate 

with Great Salt Lake Institute at Westminster College to address learning at Spiral Jetty, 

creating teacher resources, evening for educators, and continued commitment to working 

together. We also collaborate with the Springville Museum of Art by helping teachers 

who are interested in additional visual arts opportunities utilize the programs and services 

offered by the Springville Museum of Art and the StateWide Arts Partnership.  

 

3. Professional Relationships 

UMFA’s Education and Engagement staff are active participants in statewide arts and 

museum communities, sitting on boards including UAEA, UMA conference session 

selection committee, and the Museum Volunteer Coordinators of Salt Lake County 

Committee, all with the goal to increase professionalism and pursue best practice 

standards. Many staff also participate in personal artistic pursuits and/or board 

assignments that are informed by their professional experiences to enhance furthered 

community engagement with the arts. 

 

D. Educational soundness:  

It is the goal of the UMFA to be a statewide resource for art-based learning through Art 

in a Box, the Traveling Museum Project, Museum in the Classroom, and through our 
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programs for educators and collaborations with colleagues. In order to help meet student 

and teacher needs, we have created programs that address the following:  

 

1. Utah Core Objectives: 

 •By experimenting with art-making methods such as printmaking, bookmaking, 

sculpting and drawing, students are able to “explore and refine the application of media 

and techniques” from Standard 1: Making. 

 •The included lesson plans and the questioning strategies during UMFA tours 

encourage students to “analyze, reflect on, and apply the structures of art,” fulfilling 

Standard 2: Perceiving. 

 •By examining objects included in Traveling Museum Project exhibitions and 

Museum in the Classroom presentations, by viewing reproductions of artwork from the 

UMFA’s collection, and by encountering and discussing works on view in the UMFA, 

students choose and evaluate artistic subject matter and investigate artistic content and 

begin aesthetic inquiry through observation, discussion, and the creation of art works, 

fulfilling Standard 3: Expressing. 

 •Cross-curricular lesson plans, which address connections between art and 

history, social studies, literature, science, and math, as well as a thorough examination of 

art from diverse culture and viewpoints, invite students to “interpret and apply visual arts 

in relations to cultures, history, and all learning,” through Standard 4: Contextualizing. 

 

2. UMFA programs also provide significant opportunities for exploring the Life Skills  

domains:  

 • “Thinking and Reasoning” are explored by giving students opportunities to 

create and revise their artwork based on their own responses and feedback from teachers 

and other students. Our in-class teaching approach models the artistic process and 

encourages students to use problem solving skills and to utilize “mistakes” as 

spontaneous new ideas in their artwork.  

 Students explore issues of “Social and Civic Responsibility” through lesson plans 

that explore diversity and ask them to reflect upon their own cultural position and 

how it might be different from those of others.  

 Students explore issues of “Aesthetics” by discussing and critiquing masterpieces 

in the UMFA collection as well as their own artwork, utilizing artistic vocabulary 

and concepts.  

 Students develop “Communication” skills by engaging in dialogue and respectful 

personal expression about works of art, and by expressing themselves creatively 

through artwork. All students participating in UMFA class visits or tours are 

engaged in a process of “communicating creatively through the visual arts and 

building their confidence with aesthetic issues” in their own experience. 

  

E. Professional excellence: 

1. UMFA Accreditation and Standards 

The Utah Museum of Fine Arts (UMFA) was granted reaccreditation from the American 

Association of Museums (AAM) in 2011. Developed and sustained by museum 

professionals for 40 years, AAM’s museum accreditation program is the field’s primary 

means of quality assurance, self-regulation, and public accountability.  Awarded after a 
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rigorous, multi-year examination process, accreditation recognizes a museum for its 

commitment to excellence in the areas of governance, collections stewardship, public 

programs, financial stability, high professional standards, and continued institutional 

improvement. In 1972, the UMFA was the first university museum west of the 

Mississippi to receive accreditation.  Reaccreditation has occurred every ten years. 

 

2. UMFA Staff 

The Art in a Box, Traveling Museum Project, and pARTners programs are led by Annie 

Burbidge Ream, Assistant Curator of Education for Public School Programs and 

Statewide Outreach. Jennifer Prochazka, Public School Outreach Assistant, coordinates 

classroom visits and provides teaching and learning opportunities in schools statewide, 

including Museum in the Classroom presentations. School tour, docent training, and 

volunteer coordination is overseen by Ali Monjar, Manager of Volunteer and Tour 

Programs. Curriculum assistance is given by Virginia Catherall, Curator of Education. 

Oversight of the UMFA outreach program is administered by Kerry O’Grady, Director of 

Education and Engagement. 

 

Annie Burbidge Ream has an MA in Art History from the University of Utah with an 

interest in American Art since 1960, focusing on Land art and Robert Smithson. Serving 

as Assistant Curator of Education, Annie oversees the administration of public school 

programs and statewide outreach, including planning, statistics, and reporting; curricular 

development of the pARTners program; and curation of the Traveling Museum Project. In 

addition, Annie teaches in K-12 classrooms utilizing UMFA objects and resources to 

create hands-on, question-based experiences for teachers and students across the state of 

Utah, as well as docent trainings emphasizing the importance of experiential learning. 

Annie approaches her work with the philosophy that art is for everyone and with goals to 

assist in the development of visual literacy and cultivate critical thinking, creativity, and 

curiosity. Annie acts as the Museum Representative on the Utah Art Education 

Association (UAEA) board, is on the steering committee of the Millcreek Township’s 

newly formed Arts Council, and is a member of Plan Salt Lake Champions Board. 

 

Jennifer Holm Prochazka serves as the Public School Outreach Assistant. She has an MA 

in Transformative Arts and Consciousness from John F. Kennedy University and a BFA 

from Georgia State University. At the UMFA, Jennifer is responsible for engaging Utah 

Schools in UMFA Programs, including contacting targeted districts, principals, and 

teachers; scheduling presentations and after school Teacher Training; and responding to 

direct presentation requests. Jennifer has been an informal Art Educator for over 10 years 

in various capacities, including Program Director of an after school youth development 

program specializing in the use of expressive arts and life skills. Jennifer is interested in 

integrated arts experiences that teach art techniques, life skills, connect to multi-

disciplinary curriculum, bridge learning differences, and add diversity and vibrancy to 

students’ quality of life. Jennifer is a member of Park City Professional Artists 

Association, having recently stepped down from serving as Vice President for over four 

years. She is currently pursuing a professional development certificate in Non-Profit 

management and continues to teach art in community art centers. 
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Alexandra Monjar has a BA in Arts Administration with a minor in Fine Arts from 

Westminster College. She has overseen UMFA’s docent, volunteer, and tour programs 

since 2010. She has experience as an intern in the UMFA’s External Relations 

Department. She has also worked as a Program Associate for Salt Lake County’s Zoo, 

Arts and Parks program and has been a beginning ballet instructor at Highland High 

School Community Education. 

 

Virginia Catherall has a BA in Art History, a MA in Museum Studies from John F. 

Kennedy University, and a Masters of Philosophy in Educational Philosophy from the 

University of Utah.  At the UMFA, she oversees family and child programming and 

visitor experience both in the museum and in the community.  

 

Kerry O'Grady serves as the Director of Education at the UMFA. She has an MFA in 
Studio Art from UMass Amherst, an MAT in Art Education from Tufts University, and 
a BA in Art and Anthropology from Connecticut College. In her role at the UMFA,  
Kerry oversees the UMFA's strategy for educational programs and engagement  
objectives. She has served as an educator in various capacities since 1999, teaching  
art, math, and interdisciplinary curricula; directing two university art galleries; and  
curating a variety of exhibitions to engage students and the public. Her interests  
include the cross-disciplinary connections, cognitive development, and self- 
identification that are evoked through engagement with the arts. In 2013-2014 Kerry  

taught Materials and Methods of Art, a University of Utah course to pre-service general  

classroom teachers facilitating arts integration and art-based learning across the  

curriculum.  

  

We are seeking a Coordinator of Educator Programs to add to our team.  

 

F. The resultant goals, plans or both for continued evaluation and improvement:  
1. Relevance and Feedback 

The UMFA’s Public School Program began our outreach programs to public schools 

based on feedback from many teachers and school administrators that they needed a 

program that provided high quality art instruction and art-making supplies, and that 

encouraged students to engage in a process of communicating creatively through the 

visual arts. The program was designed not just for art teachers, but rather for all 

classroom teachers who may or may not have a background in art. The program is 

intended to be comprehensive and easy to implement in the classroom, a simple and 

effective tool to help keep arts education and arts-based learning strong in schools. After 

each in-class presentation, we ask every teacher participant to complete an evaluation of 

the services we provide and how they think they can use UMFA resources to address 

curriculum needs. We also consult with a number of teachers in the research and 

development of new programs, the writing of our teacher resources, and the testing of 

new presentations. Our aim is to create a responsive program that allows us to address 

teacher feedback in revising and developing new aspects of the program. 

 

2. Quality of Contact 



14 

 

 
 

The UMFA strives to provide high-quality art experiences for K-12 students to enhance 

their education across the curriculum. Through multifaceted curricula and strategic 

programming, we aim to maximize the individual attention students receive and the depth 

of their creative and intellectual experience. We emphasize open-ended questions and 

dialogue to encourage critical thinking, creative problem solving, and appreciation of 

multiple viewpoints. Through ongoing professional development, our staff continually 

seeks to develop new curricular and program ideas, art connections, and teaching 

practices, in order to continually develop opportunities for quality arts-based learning for 

Utah students. 

 

3. Grades 7-12 

The UMFA is looking to increase our resources and interaction with students in grades 7-

12, as we know the impact that arts learning can have on critical thinking skills, creative 

problem solving, powers of initiative, and self-esteem for adolescents. Our new Traveling 

Museum Project will address this audience, as will future versions of our Museum in the 

Classroom presentations. 

 

4. Internal Evaluation Criteria 

Our internal criteria for evaluating the program include assessing the relevance of our 

programs and curricular resources to the Utah Core Standards, to our Museum 

exhibitions, and to our knowledge of the intellectual and personal development of 

students. We also look to see that our offerings pose questions, invite dialogue, and 

celebrate a variety of viewpoints. We examine the depth and impact of our engagement 

with students, and we consider the reach of teacher programs to meaningfully impact 

students. We strategize the number of schools that we can present to each year and seek 

feedback from teachers.  

 

5. Service to Rural Districts and Title 1 Schools 

One area of strength of the UMFA Public School Program is its reach to rural districts. 

This year we served many rural districts and schools with our programs. We prioritize 

relationships with schools that we have not yet visited, while also returning to districts 

with our Traveling Museum Project and Museum in the Classroom presentations. We 

tailor our program to suit all K-12 school children, allowing us to present in every 

classroom in a school as time allows, especially in rural districts. In addition, we serve 

many Title 1 schools throughout the state. In 2013-14 we served 61 Title 1 schools, 

bringing much needed arts education to underserved populations. 

 

6. On-line Resources and Services 

The UMFA provides many on-line resources for teachers in order to facilitate arts-based 

learning to all teachers throughout the state. Cross-curricular lesson plans are available to 

download. The lessons are based on the UMFA collection to allow students to see and 

learn from original artwork in the Museum, and high-quality digital reproductions are 

available to teachers who cannot access the Museum in person. Other online resources 

include presentation and tour scheduling forms, On the Wall educator newsletter, the 

UMFA collections database, and virtual exhibitions. On-line goals for the future involve 

providing a more efficient feedback system for teachers and greater access to curricular 
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resources relating to the Traveling Museum Project and Museum in the Classroom 

presentations. 

 

7. Teachers have responded to the program in many positive ways: 

 

“Our students loved the printmaking project. My students opened up and let loose a side I 

had never seen. Many expressed themselves for the first time through this art project! It 

was amazing. Thank you!” Craig Pitts, Jim Bridger Elementary, Granite School District 

 

“This experience topped what I had imagined! It was educational and delightful. The 

students were completely engaged; the materials and supplies were prepared and well 

presented. The presenter was an EXPERT in the topic and had fabulous management 

skills!” Dana White, Lincoln Elementary, Cache School District 

 

“Our presenter was fabulous! She was able to keep my students engaged during the 

whole presentation. She asked relevant and engaging questions that kept my kids focused 

and learning through the entire hour. Thank you!” Paula Coombs, Rolling Meadows 

Elementary, Granite School District 

 

“Having Museum objects available for students to touch and explore is the most valuable 

resource that I have found while teaching in Utah.” Lindsey Heinig, Monticello 

Academy, Charter School  
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