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UMFA Wins State Award for Spiral Jetty Outreach  
 

 
 

AP Art History students from Bingham High School at Rozel Point, Great Salt Lake, Utah. 
Robert Smithson (American, 1938–1973), Spiral Jetty, 1970, black basalt rock, salt crystals, earth, water. 

 
Salt Lake City – The Utah Museum of Fine Arts (UMFA) at the University of Utah has 
been awarded the Utah Museums Association’s 2015 Award for Excellence in 
Programming. The UMFA won the award for its efforts to raise awareness and 
appreciation of Spiral Jetty, the internationally acclaimed work of Land art by Robert 
Smithson located on Great Salt Lake. 
 
The UMFA has done “remarkable work as local stewards (and collaborative 
partners),” to encourage public engagement with and appreciation of this 
important work of art, according to a UMA statement. The UMFA and Great Salt 
Lake Institute at Westminster College collaborate with New York-based Dia Art 
Foundation—the official steward of Spiral Jetty—to preserve, maintain and 
advocate for the work. 
 

http://www.utahmuseums.org/
http://www.westminstercollege.edu/great_salt_lake_institute/
http://www.westminstercollege.edu/great_salt_lake_institute/
http://www.diaart.org/
http://www.diaart.org/


UMFA staff have produced and distributed interpretive and educational materials 
designed to deepen visitors’ experiences, including printable guides and a Family 
Backpack visitors can check out for free at the Museum and take to Spiral Jetty for 
hands-on engagement. Museum staff have also hosted free public programming, 
presented Land art-related works by Smithson and other artists in its galleries, and 
developed online resources that serve visitors locally and worldwide.  
 
“It means so much to be recognized by our museum colleagues for the work we’re 
doing to educate people about the value of this world-renowned contemporary 
masterwork,” said Gretchen Dietrich, UMFA executive director. “With our partners at 
GSLI and Dia Art Foundation, we want to make sure Utahns of all ages appreciate 
how special the Jetty is, not only art historically but also for the scientific research 
opportunities it offers.” 
 
Earlier this month, UMFA and GSLI hosted a free community meet-up that drew 
almost 100 visitors to the Jetty in a single afternoon, many for their very first time. 
The work’s exceptional art historical importance, unique beauty and remote 
location regularly draw visitors and media attention from throughout Utah and 
around the world. In 2016 the UMFA will expand its Land art-related outreach by 
hosting ARTLandish: Land art, Landscape, and the Environment, a year-long 
initiative of lectures, films, panel discussions, tours and other events that investigate 
our complex relationship with the Earth. 
 
The UMA 2015 Award for Excellence in Programming was presented to UMFA staff 
Wednesday, October 8, at the UMA Awards Dinner at Thanksgiving Point in Lehi. 
The award is given to an individual, team or organization that has shown superior 
achievement in any aspect of the museum field during the previous 18 months 
within Utah’s museum community. 
 
The UMA is a professional membership organization for museum staff and 
volunteers. Its mission is to provide professional development and networking 
opportunities to build the capacity of Utah's museums; connect museums to 
professional resources and best practice; and serve as an advocate for Utah 
museums. 
 
For more information, please visit umfa.utah.edu/spiraljetty or 
westminstercollege.edu/great_salt_lake_institute/. 
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http://umfa.utah.edu/backpacks
http://umfa.utah.edu/backpacks
http://umfa.utah.edu/land_art_spiraljetty


The Utah Museum of Fine Arts is located on the University of Utah campus in the 
Marcia and John Price Museum Building at 410 Campus Center Drive. The UMFA's 

mission is to inspire critical dialogue and illuminate the role of art in our lives. 
General admission during The British Passion for Landscape: Masterpieces from 
National Museum Wales (August 29-December 13, 2015) is $14 adults, $12 youth 
and seniors, FREE for U of U students/staff/faculty, UMFA members, public higher 
education students in Utah, and children under six years old. Thanks to the Salt 

Lake County Zoo, Arts, and Parks Program, free admission is offered the first 
Wednesday and third Saturday of each month. Museum hours are Tuesday - Friday: 

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Wednesdays 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Weekends, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.; closed 
Mondays and holidays. For more information call (801) 581-7332 or visit 

www.umfa.utah.edu. 


