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Brian Bress: Make Your Own Friends 
September 18, 2015–January 10, 2016 

 

 
 

Brian Bress, Organizing The Physical Evidence (Purple), 2014, high definition dual-channel video (color), high 
definition monitors and players, wall mount, framed, 2-part, 37.75 x 48 x 4 inches, installed, 20 minutes, 38 

seconds, loop, courtesy of Cherry and Martin, Los Angeles, ©Brian Bress. 
 

Salt Lake City – The latest salt exhibition at the Utah Museum of Fine Arts (UMFA) 
brings to Salt Lake City one the most innovative, cross-disciplinary artists working 
today. Brian Bress: Make Your Own Friends, jointly organized with the Museum of 
Contemporary Art Denver, is on view September 18, 2015–January 10, 2016 at the 
UMFA. The artist will discuss his work in a free public event Thursday, September 17, 
at 5 pm, with an exhibition preview at 4 pm. 
 
Brian Bress: Make Your Own Friends, the twelfth installment of the UMFA salt series 
of global contemporary art, offers an in-depth look at the last ten years of Bress’s 
practice. Bringing together his video, sculpture and works on paper for the first 



time, the exhibition is the most significant presentation of the L.A. artist’s work to 
date. 
 
Bress is known for the fictional characters he creates, inspired by 1980s children’s 
programming, exotic world cultures and historical art movements. Born as doodles 
or collages, these imaginative figures take shape as sculptural costumes and come 
to life on video, performed in front of elaborately composed backdrops. 
 
“One of the many exciting things about this show is that it spills out of the salt 
gallery and meanders throughout the Museum’s European, American and other 
collections,” says Whitney Tassie, curator of modern and contemporary art. “Brian’s 
video portraits interact with objects across historical and aesthetic boundaries in 
fascinating and unexpected ways. Frequent and first-time visitors alike are in for a 
new and thought-provoking experience of our galleries.” 
 
Brian Bress: Make Your Own Friends is jointly curated by Tassie and by Nora Burnett 
Abrams, MCA Denver Curator. The exhibition will be on view at MCA Denver 
February 19–June 5, 2016. 
 
The UMFA salt series features new work by emerging contemporary artists from 
around the globe and is made possible by The Andy Warhol Foundation for the 
Visual Arts and the UMFA Friends of Contemporary Art (FoCA).  
 
FREE Public Programming 
 
In Conversation: Brian Bress 
Thursday, September 17 
Exhibition Preview | 4 pm 
Artist and Curator in Conversation | 5 pm 
Reception | 6 pm 
 
Third Saturday for Families: Masks 
Saturday, October 17, 2015 | 1–4 pm 
 
For More Information 
 
Please visit umfa.utah.edu/salt; follow @utahmuseumfinearts on Facebook, @umfa 
on Twitter and @utahmuseumoffinearts on Instagram; or subscribe to the 
Museum’s e-mail newsletter at umfa.utah.edu/umfa_updates. 

 



### 
 

The Utah Museum of Fine Arts is located on the University of Utah campus in the 
Marcia and John Price Museum Building at 410 Campus Center Drive. The UMFA's 

mission is to inspire critical dialogue and illuminate the role of art in our lives. 
General admission during The British Passion for Landscape: Masterpieces from 
National Museum Wales (August 29-December 13, 2015) is $14 adults, $12 youth 
and seniors, FREE for U of U students/staff/faculty, UMFA members, public higher 
education students in Utah, and children under six years old. Thanks to the Salt 

Lake County Zoo, Arts, and Parks Program, free admission is offered the first 
Wednesday and third Saturday of each month. Museum hours are Tuesday - Friday: 

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Wednesdays 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Weekends, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.; closed 
Mondays and holidays. For more information call (801) 581-7332 or visit 

www.umfa.utah.edu. 
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