
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2015-2016 
 
Districts Served: 24                 Schools Served: 174 
  
Charter Schools Served: 31      Instructional Hours: 1008.85 
 
Teacher Services: 1,278      Students Services: 15,295 
 
Title I Schools Served: 67      USDB: 2 

   

 

The UMFA inspires critical dialogue and 
illuminates the role of art in our lives. 
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1. BUDGET EXPENDITURE AND INCOME SOURCE REPORT 
 
 Legislative 

Appropriation 
Funding 
Leveraged 
from Other 
Sources 

Total 
Expenditures 
on Approved 
Education 
Programs 

Legislative 
Appropriation % 
of Total 
Expenditures 

Personnel 114,852 119,404 234,256 49% 
Travel 16,845 8,861 25,706 66% 
Materials 21,439 84,189 105,628 20% 
Other 
(identify) 

    

TOTAL 153,136 212,454 365,590 42% 
 
 
2. 2015-2016 TOTAL SERVICES PROVIDED 
 

Districts Charters Schools Instructional 
Hours 

Teacher 
Services 

Student 
Services 

24 31 174 1008.85 1,278 15,295 
 
 
3. 2015-2016 INDIVIDUAL SERVICES PROVIDED 
 
The Utah Museum of Fine Arts’ School Programs includes pARTners curriculum-based tours; 
K-12 Museum tours; Museum in the Classroom presentations and curricula; the Traveling 
Museum Project; educator professional development, workshops and services; and special 
projects and initiatives related to Land art and traveling exhibitions. We believe that by using art 
objects as primary teaching and discovery tools, students can illuminate global ideas from past 
and present and develop visual literacy, creative and critical thinking skills — essential tools for 
college and career ready students. Our hope is to foster empathy and promote affective and 
sensorial responses through an exploration of human connections focused on hands-on, 
experiential learning, discussion, and question-based practices.  
 
2015-2016 was a year of change for the UMFA. In January 2016, our building temporarily 
closed for over a year to upgrade our building, a project that will extend the lifespan of our 
beautiful Marcia and John Price Museum Building. With this closure brings challenges of how to 
continue serving our visitors across the state of Utah without a building. Our passionate team of 
School Programs educators continues to work hard to bring innovative programming to schools 
and this year brought a world of art to 15,295 students across Utah! Through UMFA School 
Programs, we serve students with educationally sound curricula that integrate classroom learning 
and art through learning objectives and student outcomes. We have found that our programs 
achieve the most success when they are created with our stakeholders as part of the process, from 
inception to evaluation, we look to Utah’s amazing teachers for their expertise and guidance on 
how to make UMFA programs continue to grow and improve. In 2015-2016 the UMFA served 
174 schools throughout Utah, 67 of whom were designated Title I schools.  
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A. pARTners 
 

Districts Charters Schools Instructional 
Hours 

Teacher 
Services 

Student 
Services 

7 2 36 121 271 3,731 
 
pARTners is a multi-visit program offered to every 4th grade student in Salt Lake City School 
District. Due to the temporary closure of the Museum in January, this program included one visit 
to the Museum in the fall, and one classroom visit by a museum educator in the spring.  Both 
experiences were supplemented with teacher resources to facilitate pre- and post- visit lessons. 
UMFA educators write new pARTners curriculum for each fall and spring term with an emphasis 
on core-linked curriculum tied to Museum exhibitions and collection. In the fall curriculum, 
Landscape, students explored depictions of land and environment with highlights of the special 
exhibits, The British Passion for Landscape: Masterpieces from National Museum of Wales and 
Constructing the Utah Landscape. On Museum tours, students explored landscapes from three 
different perspectives: that of the artist constructing their composition; from the place and time 
that the work of art represents; and from the students’ perspective to examine their own 
relationship with the landscape. With the aid of cyanometers and sketching activities, students 
explored artworks in an experiential way. In the spring curriculum, Identity, students explored 
ways that diverse cultures represent their identities through works of art. UMFA educators 
facilitated in-classroom discussions that encouraged students to make inferences and examine the 
identity of artists and characters in artworks. To simulate an authentic museum experience, 
students examined genuine art objects from the UMFA Education Collection to discover how 
cultures represent their identities around the world. Students also engaged in an art-making 
activity that allowed them to apply these concepts and reflect on traits that are important to their 
personal identity.  
 
Promoting pARTnerships is an educator workshop series designed to provide curricula and 
resources for integrating pARTners visits further into cross-curricular classroom teaching. 
Through Promoting pARTnerships, the Museum provided Salt Lake City teachers with 
classroom art supplies and correlating pre and post lessons. 
 
Due to increased funding this year, we were able expand our reach of pARTners in-class 
presentations to select schools in Canyons, Granite, Jordan, Murray, Provo, and Tooele districts.  
 
B. Museum Tours- Encounters with Art from Around the World 
 

Districts Charters Schools Instructional 
Hours 

Teacher 
Services 

Student 
Services 

9 8 23 24 88 839 
 
Students who participate in K-12 tours, both docent- and teacher-led, benefit from direct 
encounters with the myriad works of art on view at the UMFA. Throughout the fall of 2015, 
students engaged with 6,000 years of human creativity with works of art from 16th through 20th 
century Europe, the Classical world, Egypt, South Asia, the Americas, and Oceania, along with 
Modern and Contemporary works of art from around the globe. Students also experienced 
special exhibitions of works by Tony Feher, Brian Bress, and the many important artists included 
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in the exhibitions Constructing the Utah Landscape (featuring work by Maynard Dixon, V. 
Douglas Snow, and LeConte Stewart); and The British Passion for Landscape: Masterpieces 
from National Museum Wales (including works by Thomas Gainsborough, J.M.W. Turner, and 
Claude Monet). Many tours this fall also included art-making workshops inspired by work in 
UMFA galleries. 
 
1. Docent-led Tours 
UMFA docents employ age-appropriate teaching strategies, discussion questions, and activity 
kits with examples and manipulatives to facilitate meaningful experiences with the works of art 
on view in the Museum. Due to the leadership of our extensively trained docents, students 
benefit from small group sizes, averaging 5-7 per group, and individual attention. Each tour is 
specially customized to the needs and learning objectives of the group, emphasizing interaction 
and respectful, open dialogue.  
 
C. Museum in the Classroom 
 

Districts Charters Schools Instructional 
Hours 

Teacher 
Services 

Student 
Services 

15 8 41 170.8 193 4,550 
 
UMFA Museum in the Classroom outreach educators bring hands-on experiences to K-12 
classrooms across the state of Utah, teaching fine art and cross-disciplinary lessons. During each 
visit, students view, handle, and discuss a selection of authentic art-objects, which have been 
carefully curated from the extensive and diverse UMFA Education Collection. Using the objects 
as inspiration, students participate in collaborative conversations about age-appropriate topics. 
We offer a variety of themes that connect directly to school curricula and Utah Core Standards, 
and we work closely with each school to schedule the most relevant and interesting presentations 
for their students.  

Popular presentation themes in 2015-2016 included Tribes of Utah and Native Peoples of North 
and South America. Both of these presentations emphasize the diversity of indigenous cultures in 
the Americas and show the variety of ways that communities use traditional arts to teach about 
their history and values. 

Museum in the Classroom: Printmaking continues to be one of our most popular school 
presentations. This activity introduces teachers and students of all ages to the joys of relief 
printing by providing hands-on experience working with the materials necessary to create 
original artworks using a unique medium. Along with the in-class presentation, a kit of resources 
including core curriculum-based lesson plans and consumable art supplies for 105 students is 
given to each participating school or district; refills for art materials are provided to schools at no 
cost. During the 2015-2016 school year, we piloted an extension for secondary art classrooms, 
where students plan and create a postcard for their hometown while learning about how the 
history and techniques of printmaking have shaped our visual culture. 
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D. Traveling Museum Project 
 

Districts Charters Schools Instructional 
Hours 

Teacher 
Services 

Student 
Services 

2 3 5 93.3 345 4,059 
 
The Traveling Museum Project highlights the unique ability of the UMFA to provide learning 
experiences with authentic art objects centering on an exhibition of Museum objects from around 
the world. Installed in a school for several weeks at a time, the exhibition is accompanied by art-
based class presentations from UMFA educators, curricular resources incorporating cross-
disciplinary curricular materials, and educator professional development workshops that all 
connect the exhibition to school curricula and Utah Core Standards. The Traveling Museum 
Project, as a Museum-in-Residence program, provides the great opportunity to collaborate and 
work with a school’s students, teachers, and administrators on an in-depth project over the course 
of many weeks and multiple site visits. 
  
The program consists of three main components: 
1. Exhibition: The exhibition is a self-contained unit and can be installed in a hallway, library or 
classroom at a school for up to eight weeks. The Traveling Museum Project's first exhibition 
explores Journey Stories. The artwork featured is divided into sections each of which tell stories 
about a variety of journeys through objects from diverse cultures. The first section, Trade and 
Travel, considers how objects like money and passports give people mobility and the ability to 
travel. The second section, Spiritual Journeys, explores ways the afterlife is viewed in many 
cultures as a journey. The third, Telling Tales, highlights how stories are recorded and 
adventures are told, because often the most important part of a journey is the story that 
accompanies it. The exhibition comes with object cards that prompt questioning for viewing and 
discussion as well as background and historical information about the objects, cultures, and time 
periods they represent. 
 
2. Educator Professional Development Workshop: Museum educators conduct a one-hour to 
two-hour in-school teacher workshop for all teachers and school staff as part of this program. 
The workshop introduces themes of the exhibition, how to use the exhibition in classroom 
practice, grade level modifications, free classroom materials and curriculum, and discussions on 
theory in the importance of experiential object-based learning and visual thinking strategies. 
Relicensure credit is available for this workshop through the USOE.  
 
3. Classroom presentations: UMFA educators visit each school multiple times during an 
exhibition’s run to explore the stories, cultures and histories of the objects with both students and 
teachers through hour-long in-class presentations. All materials and presentations are cross-
curricular and integrated with the Utah Core Standards through discussion, handling art objects, 
and art-making. Presentations can be modified for all grades. Teachers can choose between five 
different presentations. The “Look and See!” presentation invites students to discover the objects 
in the exhibition by putting on gloves and handling UMFA objects to learn about the people, 
time and places that each object represents. “Dot Painting” explores the history and techniques of 
Australian dot painting. Students conclude the activity by making a dot painting of their own. In 
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“Symbols, Systems, Codes: Exploring Egyptian Hieroglyphics” students uncover how 
hieroglyphs were developed in Ancient Egypt through discussion, games and designing their 
own stories on papyrus. “Art as Activist” investigates arpilleras and focuses on how artists use 
their art form to take a stand about issues that are important to them. Finally, “Passport Masks” 
centers on identity and how passport masks tell stories about people and cultures.  
 
With an object-centered, inquiry-based approach, the Traveling Museum Project explores the 
roles art plays in people’s lives across the globe. The program’s goals are to assist in the 
development of visual literacy, to foster independent learning, and to cultivate critical thinking, 
creativity, and curiosity. To increase the reach of the Traveling Museum Project statewide, the 
UMFA has curated two different exhibitions that travel into separate districts and schools, thus 
doubling our statewide impact. 
 
E. Educator Programs 
 

Districts Charters Schools Instructional 
Hours 

Teacher 
Services 

Student 
Services 

14 14 98 516.5 304 0 
 
In conjunction with the StateWide Arts Partnership (SWAP), the UMFA held two Evening for 
Educators programs: The British Passion for Landscape, and Art and Appetite. Additionally, we 
collaborated with University of Utah BTSALP to develop and facilitate an educator workshop 
focused on accessibility and inclusion. We continued to grow our partnership with UTAH (Utah 
Teachers of Art History) utilizing the UMFA permanent collection to prepare teachers for 
teaching AP Art History curriculum in their classrooms. Additionally, we piloted a new 
professional development model, an educator and family workshop, exploring Nancy Holt’s 
incredible artwork, Sun Tunnels. We also provided other teacher services including school and 
district-wide workshops highlighting our K-12 resources and object loans from the UMFA 
Education Collection to be used by teachers in their classroom. 
 
1. Evening for Educators  
These workshops increase teachers’ content knowledge and confidence in the arts through 
Museum tours, lectures, and hands-on workshops about significant artists, artworks, traditions, 
movements, and art-making practices throughout history. They are geared toward teachers in all 
disciplines and grade levels and include explicit training and supplemental materials on 
curriculum and instructional methods designed to meet the Utah Core Standards and to facilitate 
arts integration across the curriculum.  
 
At Evening for Educators, the UMFA distributes flash drives containing images of art works 
from the UMFA collection, biographies of the artists discussed, and cross-disciplinary lesson 
plans. By attending five evenings (15 hours) and completing a field test, teachers can receive one 
credit hour of in-service credit. Pre-service teachers from schools throughout Utah often attend 
these programs to enrich their preparations for classroom teaching. 
 
Evening for Educators: The British Passion for Landscape (November 4, 2015) was inspired by 
the blockbuster exhibition The British Passion for Landscape: Masterpieces from National 
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Museum Wales. Teachers began the evening with guided, discussion-based tours through the 
galleries followed by workshops inspired by works in the special exhibition and UMFA's 
permanent collection. Donna Pence, Melissa Deletant, and Kate Sherrill led hands-on breakout 
sessions on printmaking, dioramas, and topography maps.  
 
Evening for Educators: Art and Appetite (April 13, 2016) explored how food has been symbolic 
in art for millennia and continues to be an integral part of everyday life. Teachers explored the 
UMFA global collection of food-centric art for inspiration to incorporate food, fun, feast, and a 
universal appetite into any curriculum. The event began with a collaborative still-life drawing 
where groups created a story out of everyday foods. Breakout session topics included Gyotaku 
fish prints, food photography, and writing from the garden. Kate Sherrill, Adelaide Ryder and 
Liz Pedersen facilitated workshops. 
 
2. University of Utah BTSALP collaboration 
In Collaboration with Kelby McIntyre-Martinez and the University of Utah Beverly Taylor 
Sorenson Arts Learning Program, this teacher professional development workshop focused on 
using the arts for teaching to all ability levels. Participants explored a variety of ways to make 
the visual arts accessible to people who are blind through Museum touch tours and hands-on 
engagement that activates multiple senses. Highlights of the workshop included a SENSEational 
tour that engaged with one work of art utilizing all senses: sight, touch, taste, smell, sound; a 
blind-folded touch tour of the Museum about identity; and an art-making activity where 
participants made their own self-portraits while blindfolded. This workshop was possible 
because of increased POPS funding this year and is potentially the pilot of a broader school 
program developed for students with differing physical and cognitive abilities. 
 
3. UTAH (Utah Teachers of Art History) collaboration 
In its second year, UMFA and UTAH continued to work together to map out and create 
resources to prepare educators for the AP Art History curriculum and exam. The UMFA holds 
over 20,000 objects in its permanent collection, most representing global cultures and ideas 
spanning 6,000 years. This resource presents a wonderful opportunity to support AP Art History 
teachers, as our collection represents many of the 250 objects and artists found in the new 
curriculum.  
 
African Art (September 2, 2015) This was the first workshop in a seven-part series to prepare 
teachers for the new 250 image curricula for AP Art History. Focusing on African Art, instructor 
David Riep detailed content and history of the African Art sections and UMFA educator, Laura 
Decker, led a UMFA collection tour and workshop of related objects and how to incorporate 
teaching with objects in the classroom through curricula, hands-on discussion, and an art-making 
activity. The workshop was held in collaboration with University of Utah International and Area 
Studies. 
 
Pacific Islands (October 7, 2015) This workshop was the second in a series co-sponsored by the 
UMFA and University of Utah’s International and Area Studies. UMFA educators presented a 
selection of permanent collection objects related to the Pacific Islands section of the test and led 
a collection tour and art-making workshop that discussed resources for incorporating these 
objects into classroom learning. Marion Cadora provided historical and content information.  
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4. Sun Tunnels Teacher and Family Workshop (April 23, 2016) 
The Utah Museum of Fine Arts and the University of Utah Marriott Library Book Arts Program 
collaborated on a teacher professional development workshop inspired by Nancy Holt’s iconic 
work, Sun Tunnels, located in Utah’s west desert. Sun Tunnels explores themes of light, 
perspective, time, space, geography, and more—perfect topics for interdisciplinary teaching. Due 
to increased POPS funding this year, we were able to pilot a new teacher professional 
development model in which we hosted teachers and their families on a Saturday hands-on 
workshop. The group started the day together experiencing nature as they looked through tubes 
to draw a limited-view landscape. The teachers then explored teaching through tunnel books 
while the families made their own Sun Tunnels inspired art. Each teacher left with cross-
curricular resources about Sun Tunnels, Land art, and Great Salt Lake to be utilized in the 
classroom as well as at Land art sites in Utah. 
 
5. Other Teacher Professional Development Workshops  
Traveling Museum Project Educator Workshops 
The UMFA offers in-school educator workshops as part of the Traveling Museum Project to 
empower teachers to use the materials and curriculum provided. Numbers related to educator 
programs are detailed in the Traveling Museum Project section; but it is important to note that 
the more we can work with and provide curricular resources for teachers, the greater the potential 
for meaningful integration of our programs within the curriculum. These additional hours spent 
with teachers result not only in the implementation of our programs, but also provide valuable 
feedback on the Traveling Museum Project and UMFA’s School Programs as a whole. They 
help us understand teachers’ continuing needs for innovative curricula based on core standards 
and new learning objectives, which in turn helps the program evolve to be most useful for 
teachers and students.  
 
Teacher Open House (October 14, 2015) 
To celebrate the opening of British Passion for Landscape: Masterpieces from National Museum 
Wales teachers and their families were given free entrance to the UMFA and this special 
exhibition. Included in the event was a yarn painting art activity, UMFA resources and curricula, 
and free art supplies. 
 
Kennedy Center Partners Professional Development Workshop (November 7, 2015) 
In collaboration with the University of Utah and Kingsbury Hall (now Utah Presents) UMFA 
Director of Education and Engagement, Jorge Rojas, participated in a day-long workshop with 
Kennedy Center in Education Partners representing the UMFA as an arts organization working 
with a school and/or district to establish or expand professional learning programs in the arts for 
teachers in their communities. Rojas provided instruction to teachers throughout Utah to bring 
new ideas and approaches to the classroom.  
 
6. Object Loans  
2015-2016 saw an increase of loaned museum objects and curriculum kits to educators for use in 
school settings through the UMFA Education Collection. Despite the fact that the object loan 
program has been available only on a limited basis, we are hearing from many of teachers about 
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its value in classroom instruction. As a result, next year we will work on revamping this program 
with curricula and checkout boxes curated around specific core-integrated themes.  
 
7. Conferences and Collaborations 
This year the UMFA Department of Education and Engagement participated in the Utah 
Museum Association (UMA) conference, presenting on a panel about the challenges and rewards 
of “School Programs and Outreach.” At the Utah Art Education Association (UAEA) 
conference, UMFA educators presented “Museum in the Classroom: Making Cultural 
Connections through Visual Thinking Strategies,” “Exploring Symbolism in Landscapes,” and 
“Art is for Everyone.” At the Arts Express conference, UMFA educators co-presented with 
Springville Museum of Art on “Learn What Art Museums Can Do for Your School K-6.” UMFA 
educators also attended the National Art Education Association and Artsforce (at the University 
of Utah) conferences. Springville Museum of Art, Utah State Office of Education, Utah Museum 
Association, Utah Art Education Association, The Great Salt Lake Institute at Westminster 
College, Dia Art Foundation, Wasatch Community Gardens, Kennedy Center, and the University 
of Utah are among our many collaborators. 
 
F. Initiatives and Special Projects  
 

Districts Charters Schools Instructional 
Hours 

Teacher 
Services 

Student 
Services 

12 4 35 83.25 77 2,116 
 
1. Art History Classroom Connections  
With a collection that spans thousands of years of human creativity, the UMFA is an ideal asset 
for students of art history to experience great works of art in person. We believe that by utilizing 
and examining real objects through visual thinking strategies and object-based learning, students 
can make deeper connections with the objects and the conceptual foundations they illustrate. AP 
Art History students can look at the works critically and scaffold classroom learning to the art 
objects on the exam. This year, thanks to additional POPS funding, we presented a 
comprehensive list connecting objects from the UMFA permanent and education collections to 
many of the 250 objects on the exam. We also provided basement tours utilizing past exam 
questions highlighting related objects in UMFA’s permanent collection and hands-on student 
Museum object handling and art-making workshops with related objects from our Education 
Collection. 
 
2. Explore Spiral Jetty  
In 2012, UMFA was announced as one of two local organizations selected to collaborate with 
Dia Art Foundation in the ongoing stewardship of Robert Smithson’s artwork, Spiral Jetty 
(1970). Together, Dia works with UMFA and Great Salt Lake Institute at Westminster College to 
ensure the artwork’s concerns and needs are met. As part of this stewardship, the UMFA 
launched an initiative to educate and provide access to Spiral Jetty for students across Utah. Our 
goals include integrating Spiral Jetty as a STEAM focused part of K-12 curriculum, including 
curricula and resources to teach about the artwork, and to facilitate site visits and experiences to 
one of the most important works of art in the world found in our backyard. On October 3, 2015 
educators from across Utah participated in a Spiral Jetty Meet-up. UMFA also facilitated a day-
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long trip to the artwork with Jordan School District’s Bingham High School AP Art History 
Class on April 18, 2016. Students explored the site using the curriculum “Portrait as Place.”  
 
3. Materials Refills  
The UMFA offers free supplies and classroom curricula refills to any teacher or school with a 
Museum in the Classroom: Printmaking box. These refill supplies allow more students an art-
making experience. Each refill contains over $75 worth of art materials; facilitating art 
experiences for even more students. In addition this year, with the generous support of legislative 
one-time funding, we were able to pilot a new component to the long-running pARTners program 
in which a professional art educator and artist developed pre- and post-curricular materials and 
in-classroom presentation supplies that were delivered to each classroom as part of the program.  
 

District 2013-2014  2014-2015  2015-2016 
Projected  
2016-2017 

Alpine 7 10 12 8 
Beaver 0 0 3 0 

Box Elder 0 1 2 0 
Cache 4 3 1 0 

Canyons 5 9 9 8 
Carbon 0 0 2 0 
Daggett 0 1 0 0 
Davis 6 17 10 8 

Duchesne 1 0 0 4 
Emery 0 0 0 3 

Garfield 0 1 0 0 
Grand 0 0 2 0 

Granite 37 28 24 20 
Iron 0 0 0 0 

Jordan 13 9 8 8 
Juab 1 0 1 2 
Kane  3 0 0 3 
Logan 0 0 0 0 
Millard 0 1 0 3 
Morgan 0 1 1 1 
Murray 2 5 4 3 
Nebo  4 5 6 5 

North Sanpete 0 0 0 3 
North Summit 0 0 1 3 

Ogden 1 1 3 8 
Park City 4 1 0 4 

Piute 1 3 0 3 
Provo 1 3 7 5 
Rich 0 0 1 0 

Salt Lake City 34 33 33 33 
San Juan 0 0 0 2 

Sevier 0 0 0 1 
South Sanpete 0 0 0 0 
South Summit 1 0 0 1 

4. DOCUMENTATION OF THREE-YEAR ROTATION TO ALL SCHOOLS AND DISTRICTS 
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*Documentation of combined POPS Visual Arts three-year rotation (UMFA and Springville 
Museum of Art) will be sent separately as an electronic document. 
 
5. A SUMMARY OF THE ORGANIZATION’S SELF-EVALUATION 
 
A. Cost-effectiveness:  
The Utah Museum of Fine Arts’ School Programs are highly valued and respected among the 
Museum’s volunteers, donors, and visitors. The Museum therefore matches the award from the 
state legislature 100%. This one-to-one match allows the UMFA to reach across the state, 
develop quality programs in response to teacher and student needs, create exhibition 
programming, generate relevant core-curriculum connections, and engage in intensive 
collaborations and trainings with teachers and students. Much of the funding supports the 
development of resources that enrich art and cross-disciplinary instruction across the state and 
provides art materials and resources to participating schools and districts. This allows teachers to 
use the art materials and supplies for a variety of classes and lessons over years, giving students a 
lasting art experience beyond their UMFA classroom visits or tours.   
 
B. Procedural efficiency:  
1. The UMFA efficiently plans its visits to schools to maximize impact on each school district. 
Through relationships with District Arts Coordinators and principals, we are often able to visit 
numerous classes in each school and several schools in each district during one trip. With so 
many of Utah’s schools in rural areas far from the Wasatch Front, it is often necessary to take 
week-long trips to see as many students as possible in a remote area. We also work with the 
Springville Museum of Art to help plan our visits around the state by staggering visits from our 
two organizations, more schools are exposed to the visual arts during the year and more students 
are able to experience the lasting impact of visual arts education, which helps students develop 
critical thinking skills, creative problem solving, and the ability to express themselves in a 
meaningful way.  
 
2. Docents 
UMFA docents deliver impactful education in our galleries, providing much more individual 
attention and a higher quality of interaction to more students than would be possible with staff 
alone. UMFA staff trains our volunteer docents to teach K-12 students in our galleries, and 
organizes an intensive training program for pre-service docents requiring 4 hours per week for 8 

Tintic 0 0 0 2 
Tooele 0 0 5 2 
Uintah 0 8 1 0 

Wasatch 2 1 1 0 
Washington 1 2 2 2 

Wayne 0 1 0 0 
Weber 3 4 2 0 
Charter 21 31 31 30 

Utah Schools for Deaf 
and Blind 0 1 2 3 

TOTAL SCHOOLS 152 180 174 177 
TOTAL DISTRICTS 20 24 24 26 
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months, with homework. The training addresses educational philosophy, teaching and 
questioning strategies, art knowledge, and cross-disciplinary applications. UMFA staff also 
provides ongoing training for continuing docents including: monthly training presentations, 
continuing education opportunities, team trainings, pARTners curricular workshops in both fall 
and spring, and workshops in the summer. The docent corps meets to discuss touring experiences 
and strategies under the leadership of the Docent Steering Committee, a group of experienced 
docents who are extremely committed to high-quality gallery experiences for all visiting student 
groups. 
 
3. Staff Time and Professional Resources 
UMFA education staff work collaboratively with one another and with colleagues in other 
departments of the Museum (including curatorial, collections, operations, and external relations) 
to maximize the development and delivery of high-level resources. Colleagues from other 
departments assist with the design of our print and online resources, physical accessibility in the 
Museum, the portability and design of the Traveling Museum Project, informational outreach 
about our programs, and visitor safety. 
 
4. Strengthening Support for Public Arts Education  
The UMFA works to strengthen awareness and support for arts education by: informing state 
legislators and representatives when we will be in their districts, working to saturate a district 
each time we are there, encouraging relationships among the teachers by providing collaborative 
trainings, working with after school community programs to provide arts learning experiences, 
collaborating with other visual arts providers to supplement the curriculum we are teaching, and 
working with community media outlets such as local radio stations and newspapers to increase 
awareness of programs happening in the schools.  
 
C. Collaborative practices:  
1. Collaborations with Public School Educators 
UMFA educators communicate frequently with public school educators through evaluation and 
program feedback. Through our On the Wall teacher newsletter we are able to connect with our 
state’s teachers and make our resources more accessible. Each year we consult with a number of 
teachers in the research and development of new programs, the writing of our teacher resources, 
presenting curricula at professional development workshops, and testing new presentations and 
programs. This year we consulted with BTSALP teacher, Rosie Mitchell in Granite School 
District and fourth grade teacher, Natalie Day in Canyons school district in the educational 
soundness of the pARTners program. Melissa Deletant in Uintah School District has written 
multiple curricula connecting our collection to classroom learning. 
 
2. Collaborations with other organizations 
The UMFA endeavors to find opportunities for collaboration with other organizations to increase 
strategic goals and institutional reach across Utah. We collaborate with Great Salt Lake Institute 
at Westminster College to address learning at Spiral Jetty, through creating teacher resources, 
and continued commitment to working together. Other collaborators include the University of 
Utah College of Education, College of Fine Arts, International and Area Studies, Utah Presents, 
Youth Arts, Youth Education, Office of Engagement, Marriott Library, Book Arts, and Beverly 
Taylor Sorenson Arts Learning Program; Utah Humanities, Summit County Libraries (Kamas 
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and Coalville Branches), Salt Lake City Main library, Urban Indian Center, Wasatch Community 
Gardens, Salt Lake City School District and many schools and teachers statewide. We also 
collaborate with the Springville Museum of Art, helping teachers interested in additional visual 
arts opportunities utilize the programs and services offered by the Springville Museum of Art 
and the StateWide Arts Partnership (SWAP).  
 
3. Professional Relationships 
UMFA’s Education and Engagement staff are active participants in statewide art and museum 
communities, sitting on boards including Utah Art Education Association (UAEA), Utah 
Museum Association (UMA), the Salt Lake County Museum Volunteer Coordinators 
Committee, Salt Lake Emerging Art Professionals (SLEAP), Las Artes de Mexico en Utah, Utah 
Cultural Alliance, and Mestizo Institute of Culture and Arts all with the goal to increase 
professionalism and pursue best practice standards. Many staff also participate in personal 
artistic pursuits and/or board assignments that are informed by their professional experiences to 
enhance furthered community engagement with the arts. 
 
D. Educational soundness:  
It is the goal of the UMFA to be a statewide resource for art-based learning through the 
Traveling Museum Project, Museum in the Classroom, Museum tours, programming for 
educators, and collaborations with colleagues. In order to help meet student and teacher needs, 
we have created programs that address the following:  
 
1. Utah Core Objectives: 
• By experimenting with art-making methods such as printmaking, bookmaking, sculpting and 
drawing, students are able to “explore and refine the application of media and techniques” from 
Standard 1: Making. 
• The included lesson plans and the questioning strategies during UMFA tours encourage 
students to “analyze, reflect on, and apply the structures of art,” fulfilling Standard 2: Perceiving. 
• By examining objects included in Traveling Museum Project exhibitions and Museum in the 
Classroom presentations, by viewing reproductions of artwork from the UMFA’s collection, and 
by encountering and discussing works on view in the UMFA, students choose and evaluate 
artistic subject matter and investigate artistic content and begin aesthetic inquiry through 
observation, discussion, and the creation of art works, fulfilling Standard 3: Expressing. 
• Cross-curricular lesson plans, which address connections between art and history, social 
studies, literature, science, and math, as well as a thorough examination of art from diverse 
culture and viewpoints, invite students to “interpret and apply visual arts in relations to cultures, 
history, and all learning,” through Standard 4: Contextualizing. 
 
2. UMFA programs also provide significant opportunities for exploring the Life Skills, College 
and Career Ready domains:  
• Students explore “Thinking and Reasoning” by creating and revising their artwork based on 
their own responses and feedback from teachers and other students. Our in-class teaching 
approach models the artistic process and encourages students to use problem-solving skills and 
to utilize “mistakes” as spontaneous new ideas in their artwork.  
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• Students explore issues of “Social and Civic Responsibility” through lesson plans that explore 
diversity and ask them to reflect upon their own cultural position and how it might be different 
from those of others.  
• Students explore issues of “Aesthetics” by discussing and critiquing masterpieces in the UMFA 
collection as well as their own artwork, utilizing artistic vocabulary and concepts.  
• Students develop “Communication” skills by engaging in dialogue and respectful personal 
expression about works of art, and by expressing themselves creatively through artwork. All 
students participating in UMFA class visits or tours are engaged in a process of “communicating 
creatively through the visual arts and building their confidence with aesthetic issues” in their 
own experience. 
  
E. Professional excellence: 
1. UMFA Accreditation and Standards 
The Utah Museum of Fine Arts (UMFA) was granted reaccreditation from the American 
Association of Museums (AAM) in 2011. Developed and sustained by museum professionals for 
40 years, AAM’s museum accreditation program is the field’s primary means of quality 
assurance, self-regulation, and public accountability. Awarded after a rigorous, multi-year 
examination process, accreditation recognizes a museum for its commitment to excellence in the 
areas of governance, collections stewardship, public programs, financial stability, high 
professional standards, and continued institutional improvement. In 1972, the UMFA was the 
first university museum west of the Mississippi to receive accreditation, which has occurred 
every ten years. 
 
2. UMFA Staff 
Annie Burbidge Ream, Curator of Education, oversees administration of School Programs. 
Leads the Traveling Museum Project, pARTners, Spiral Jetty initiatives, Education Collection, 
special projects, and statewide outreach. 
 
Kate Sherrill, Museum in the Classroom Coordinator, coordinates Museum in the Classroom 
visits, providing teaching and learning opportunities in schools statewide.  
 
Laura Decker, Coordinator of Educator Programs, oversees educator workshops, curriculum 
development, and teacher resources.  
 
Logan Meyers, pARTners Coordinator, developed Winter 2016 curricula and taught the 
pARTners program in Salt Lake City School District schools. 
 
Amy Bennion, Coordinator of Docent and Volunteer Programs, manages school tours, docent 
training, and volunteer coordination.  
 
Christina Jones, Tour Coordinator, supports scheduling tours, managing databases, and updating 
calendars. 
 
Jorge Rojas, Director of Education and Engagement, provides administrative oversight for 
UMFA Education and Engagement programs. 
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Annie Burbidge Ream has an MA in Art History from the University of Utah with an interest in 
American Art since 1960, focusing on Land art and Robert Smithson. Serving as Curator of 
Education, Annie oversees the administration of school programs and statewide outreach, 
including planning, statistics, and reporting; curricular development of the pARTners program; 
and curation of the Traveling Museum Project. In addition, Annie teaches in K-12 classrooms 
utilizing UMFA objects and resources to create hands-on, question-based experiences for 
teachers and students across the state of Utah, as well as docent trainings emphasizing the 
importance of experiential learning. Annie approaches her work with the philosophy that art is 
for everyone and with goals to assist in the development of visual literacy and cultivate critical 
thinking, creativity, and curiosity. Annie acts as the Museum Representative on the Utah Art 
Education Association (UAEA) board and sits on the board for University of Utah Youth Arts. In 
2016, Annie received the UAEA (Utah Art Education Association) Museum Educator of the 
Year and 2016 NAEA (National Art Education Association) Pacific Region Museum Educator of 
the Year awards. 
 
Kate Sherrill has a BFA in Art with an emphasis in printmaking and photography from The 
Cooper Union for the Advancement in Science in Art. As the Museum in the Classroom 
Coordinator, Kate is responsible for engaging public schools throughout the state of Utah by 
bringing objects from the UMFA education collection into the classroom to foster discussion and 
discovery. She has served as an educator in various capacities since 2000, focusing on 
experiential education and learning in the form of photography and printmaking, outdoor 
recreation, and adaptive sports instruction. Kate is interested in facilitating arts experiences that 
foster critical thinking, observation, awareness, and discovery; tools which students can use in all 
aspects of their lives. 
 
Laura Decker has a BFA from the Rhode Island School of Design, where she majored in 
Illustration with a minor in English. She currently works as the Coordinator of Educator 
Programs at the UMFA, and oversees the development of curricular resources, professional 
development opportunities, and workshops for Utah’s teachers and students. Before coming to 
the UMFA, Laura coordinated and taught workshops for teachers and students throughout the 
Intermountain West. She is a life-long advocate of the arts as a crucial component of education. 
 
Logan Meyers has eight years of experience in education, from designing and implementing 
recreational programming to teaching in a middle school multimedia arts classroom. While 
attending Utah State University, he focused his attention on Fine Arts courses, including film 
photography and graphic design, and then later attended Utah Valley University where he 
received a BS in Art Education and a Utah State Professional Teaching License with a Visual Art 
endorsement. As an educator with the UMFA, Logan adapted the beloved pARTners fieldtrip 
program into a classroom experience that utilizes authentic art objects from the UMFA 
Education Collection and references artworks from the Permanent Collection. Using a 
constructivist approach, Logan seeks to encourage students to develop visual thinking strategies 
and art appreciation through the analysis of artworks, while making unique connections to their 
own lives. 
 
Amy Bennion has her MFA in Studio Art from University of Utah, her Post-Bacclaureate 
Certificate from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, and her BFA from Brigham Young 
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University. She has taught painting and drawing for 6 years to students from University of Utah, 
Utah Valley University, City Academy, and the Summer Institute at the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago. Amy is the UMFA Coordinator of Docent and Volunteer Programs. She 
facilitates all docent events and training, manages volunteer placement and scheduling, oversees 
tour coordination, maintains databases, and collaborates with the UMFA's Education and 
Engagement team on several initiatives throughout the year.	
 
Christina Jones is working towards both a BFA in Painting & Drawing and a BA in Art History 
at the University of Utah. Serving as Tour Coordinator, Christina assists in scheduling tours for 
groups that come into the museum and outreach programs through entering the information into 
the database and marking the dates and times on various calendars. Christina also handles 
updating docent information, emailing and mailing invites and newsletters to current docents and 
volunteers, organizing varying docent and volunteer events, as well as helping other members of 
the Education department where needed.  
 
Jorge Rojas is a multidisciplinary artist, independent curator, and art educator. He studied Art at 
the University of Utah and at Bellas Artes in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico, and uses 
traditional and new media and performance art to explore the artistic production and creative 
processes. At the UMFA, he oversees all education, community outreach, and adult 
programming initiatives for the Museum. Prior to his appointment, Jorge was site director for the 
Venture Humanities Course. He also taught a creative art history curriculum to high school 
students through the Clemente Course in the Humanities, and was the first Teaching Artist-in-
Residence at the Huntsman Cancer Institute at the University of Utah. Jorge’s work and 
curatorial projects have been exhibited in galleries and museums across the US, including Museo 
del Barrio, the Queens Museum of Art, and White Box in New York; New World Museum and 
Project Row Houses in Houston; and the UMFA and Utah Museum of Contemporary Art in Salt 
Lake City.  In 2009 he founded Low Lives, an international, multi-venue online performance 
festival, where he served as director, producer, and curator, worked with over 200 artists in 25 
countries. He serves on the board of directors at Mestizo Institute of Culture and Arts, Artes de 
Mexico en Utah, and the Utah Cultural Alliance.  
 
F. The resultant goals, plans or both for continued evaluation and improvement:  
1. Relevance and Feedback 
The UMFA’s School Programs grew on feedback from many teachers and school administrators 
that they needed a program that provided high quality art instruction and art-making supplies, 
and that encouraged students to communicate creatively through the visual arts. The program 
was designed not just for art teachers, but for all classroom teachers who may or may not have a 
background in art. The program is intended to be comprehensive and easy to implement in the 
classroom, a simple and effective tool to help keep arts education and arts-based learning strong 
in schools. After each in-class presentation, we ask every teacher to complete an evaluation of 
the services we provide and how they think they can use UMFA resources to address curriculum 
needs. Our aim is to create a responsive program that allows us to address teacher feedback in 
revising and developing new aspects of the program. 
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2. Quality of Contact 
The UMFA strives to provide high-quality art experiences for K-12 students to enhance their 
education across the curriculum. Through multifaceted curricula and strategic programming, we 
aim to maximize the individual attention students receive and the depth of their creative and 
intellectual experience. We emphasize open-ended questions and dialogue to encourage critical 
thinking, creative problem solving, and appreciation of multiple viewpoints. Through ongoing 
professional development, our staff continually seeks to develop new curricular and program 
ideas, art connections, and teaching practices, in order to continually develop opportunities for 
quality arts-based learning for Utah students. 
 
3. Grades 7-12 
The UMFA is looking to increase our resources and interaction with students in grades 7-12, as 
we appreciate the impact that arts learning can have on critical thinking skills, creative problem 
solving, powers of initiative, and self-esteem for adolescents. Our Spiral Jetty initiative 
addresses this audience, as will future versions of the Traveling Museum Project and Museum in 
the Classroom presentations. 
 
4. Internal Evaluation Criteria 
Our internal criteria for evaluating the program include assessing the relevance of our programs 
and curricular resources to the Utah Core Standards, to our Museum exhibitions, and to our 
knowledge of the intellectual and personal development of students. We also look to see that our 
offerings pose questions, invite dialogue, and celebrate a variety of viewpoints. We examine the 
depth and impact of our engagement with students, and we consider the reach of teacher 
programs to meaningfully impact students. We strategize the number of schools that we can 
present to each year and seek feedback from teachers.  
 
5. Service to Rural Districts and Title 1 Schools 
An area of strength of the UMFA’s School Programs is its reach to rural districts and schools. 
We prioritize relationships with schools that we have not yet visited, while also returning to 
districts with our Traveling Museum Project and Museum in the Classroom presentations. We 
tailor our programs to suit all K-12 school children, allowing us to present in every classroom in 
a school as time allows, especially in rural districts. In addition, we serve many Title 1 schools 
throughout the state. In 2015-16 we served 67 Title 1 schools, bringing much needed arts 
education to underserved populations. 
 
6. On-line Resources and Services 
The UMFA provides many on-line resources for teachers in order to facilitate arts-based  
learning to all teachers throughout the state. Cross-curricular lesson plans are available to 
download. The lessons are based on the UMFA collection to allow students to see and learn from 
original artwork in the Museum; high-quality digital reproductions are available to teachers who 
cannot access the Museum in person. Other online resources include presentation and tour 
scheduling forms, On the Wall educator newsletter, the UMFA collections database, and virtual 
exhibitions. This year we launched a new online evaluation, providing a more efficient feedback 
system for teachers. Future goals include piloting a distance learning program and greater access 
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to curricular resources relating to pARTners, the Traveling Museum Project and Museum in the 
Classroom presentations. 
 
7. Teachers have responded to the program in many positive ways: 
“We struggle to find time for social studies, so [I] love to have engaging and meaningful 
presentations and extensions for our kids. Utah history is the best part of fourth grade! Our 
presenter had a great presence with our kids. She talked to them in a way that engaged them and 
wasn't over their heads. We loved having [museum objects] that the kids could touch and look at 
close up. The kids loved it and talked about it afterward.” –Brooke Johnson, Ellison Park 
Elementary, Davis School District 
 
“They were very engaged in the art handling but I was impressed by the discussion about the art 
that occurred before that activity. The presenter drew out comments and thoughts that were more 
profound than I anticipated.	The activity really helped spark student thinking. It was a very 
memorable activity.”” –Carmen Fiori, Grant Elementary, Murray School District 
 
“I like the variety of exhibits we get to enjoy and the activities the students are given to help 
them think more carefully about what they are seeing. I'm so appreciative of having this resource 
made available to us. It's an enriching experience to have students observe and talk about art, not 
only at the museum but before and after. Thank you!” –Linda Frost, Bonneville Elementary, Salt 
Lake City School District  
 
“Opportunities for students to look at, handle, and discuss art prior to creating their own piece 
made it educational rather than a simple ‘craft’ activity. They became the artists they had been 
learning about.” –Amity Rockwell, Maria Montessori Academy, Charter School 
 
“We appreciate the time and effort that goes into planning a good lesson. Sharing that with a 
teacher makes their life easier because it is already prepared.” –Chris Snodgrass, Springdale 
Elementary, Washington School District 
 
“The students went late to lunch just to talk about the artwork. Some wanted to skip lunch to see 
more.” –Dolly Scharf, Foothills Elementary, Nebo School District 
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