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UMFA Receives Endowment for Arts Education 
 

 
 
 
Salt Lake City – A Salt Lake City couple devoted to the arts has established a major 
endowment fund to support education and outreach programs at the region’s flagship 
fine arts museum, the Utah Museum of Fine Arts (UMFA) at the University of Utah.  
 
The Ann K. and J. Robert Stewart Endowed Fund in the Utah Museum of Fine Arts, 
created with a generous $500,000 gift, will support staffing, programs and operations for 
the Museum’s education and engagement department. The gift will extend the already 
considerable reach of a staff that brings hands-on art education to more than 15,000 
teachers, students and communities across the state. 
 
“Bob and Ann Stewart were lovely people who understood the value of arts and arts 



education in our community and helped strengthen many important cultural 
institutions,” says Gretchen Dietrich, UMFA executive director. “This generous gift will 
support in perpetuity the kinds of educational and outreach programs to which they 
were so committed. This gift is a remarkable legacy for Bob and Ann, and we are 
humbled and deeply grateful for their generosity.” 
 
The Stewarts were faithful supporters of many local arts organizations, including the 
Utah Symphony and Ballet West. Ann, a Provo native and graduate of the University of 
Utah, dedicated herself to the UMFA for more than twenty years as both an employee 
and a volunteer. She joined the Museum staff in the 1980s as associate curator of 
education and became one of the UMFA’s first docents in 1979. She was instrumental in 
creating and fostering programs—many of which still thrive today—that served 
elementary school students and senior citizens. 
 
After Ann’s death in 2006, her family, fellow docents and staff and the UMFA ensured 
her legacy by creating the Ann K. Stewart Conservation Fund, which supports the care 
of works in the Museum’s permanent collection. Docents continue to contribute 
generously to that fund, which has supported the conservation or assessment of more 
than 50 objects. When Bob, a radiation oncologist and leader in cancer research at the 
U, passed away in July 2014, his family requested gifts be made in his memory to support 
the work that he and Ann began at the UMFA. 
 
The UMFA is the Intermountain West’s most comprehensive fine arts museum. While 
Museum galleries are temporarily closed for remodeling, many of the UMFA’s most 
popular family, adult and school programs continue at locations in and around the 
Museum, the University of Utah campus and the community. The Museum galleries will 
reopen on August 26, 2017. For more information, please visit umfa.utah.edu. 
 

### 
 

The Utah Museum of Fine Arts is located on the University of Utah campus in the Marcia and 
John Price Museum Building at 410 Campus Center Drive. The UMFA's mission is to inspire 

critical dialogue and illuminate the role of art in our lives. For more information call (801) 581-
7332 or visit www.umfa.utah.edu. 


