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It is hard to say exactly when California Pinot Noir truly came of age, but there is no question that it has earned a well-deserved place as 
one of the state’s premier wines. We remember the days well when but a handful of producers stubbornly refused to be swayed in their 
beliefs that California could compete with any place on the planet when it came to making world-class Pinots, and time has proven them 
to be visionaries as well as dreamers.  It is not unreasonable to regard the last decade or so as something of a golden age for local Pinot, 
and the last several vintages, in particular, have been witness to an unparalleled swelling of the ranks of remarkable examples, a circum-
stance that is confirmed once again by this month’s lengthy list of recommended wines. Finding collectable Pinot these days has become 
far easier than deciding which of the myriad delectable offerings to choose, but if being faced with too many choices is a problem, it is 
one that we greet with a resounding hurrah. You will hear no complaints from us.

As we do on irregular occasion, we also take a moment in June to look outside of California to check in on how the rest of the world 
stacks up against our favorite place. This time, Bordeaux catches our eye, and we taste our ways through several dozen newly arrived and 
soon-to-be-released 2014 bottlings from some of the better châteaux on both the left and right banks of the Gironde. We are not about 
to expel our Napa Valley Cabernets and Merlots from their places in our cellars, but we find plenty to like from across the Atlantic and 
confess to coming away from the tasting table entertaining thoughts of vive la difference! 

And, while on the topic of differences, there is something magically transformative about a well-cellared Cabernet Sauvignon that has 
been allowed to age. However rich and fruity and complex a young one may be, there are reasons that collectors collect beyond mindless 
trophy accumulation, and those reasons are made clear in our concluding report on some fascinating “oldies” from the well-regarded 
Dunn Vineyards. 

Pinot Noir
Not only is this month’s survey of new Pinot Noirs extensive, it is marked by a near-embarrassment of riches. After the remarkable quality 
shown by Pinot in 2012, 2013 and 2014, it is reasonable to wonder when the string of successes might end, but as some of the best names 
in business are beginning to release their 2015s, it looks like any worry will have to wait for at least one more year.

2014 Bordeaux
Even though most everyone agrees that comparing wines from Europe with their new-world counterparts is like looking at apples and 
oranges, coming to grips with how they relate to one and other affords context for understanding both a bit better. Our love affair with 
California Cabernet is as passionate as ever, but the Bordeaux harvest of 2014 has its share of memorable wines as well.

Dunn Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon Retrospective
Randy Dunn has been making some of Napa Valley’s more collectable Cabernets for close to forty years, and, we recently tasted a selec-
tion from the 1990s. We have long regarded Randy’s Cabernets as being among the most ageworthy bottlings around, and we close this 
month’s issue with our observations on a collection of memorable wines that are now heading into their third decade. 

Best Buys
Chardonnays and Zinfandels that check in at $20.00 and less are featured in our June edition of Best Buys, as are several sparkling favorites 
that are priced right for drinking without ceremony even if they are worthy of celebration.  
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AVAILABILITY

3	 Generally available in most market areas.

1	 Limited production and/or limited geographic distribution.

O	 Very limited availability.

GV Good Value

S	 Soft and fruity wine. Quaffable by itself or with light foods.

F	 Crisp white. Medium acid and dry. Fish or delicate flavored foods.

C	 Mellow white. Dry to slightly sweet. Enough acid for white meats.

l	Full and balanced dry White. Try with rich seafood and fowl dishes.

L	 Light Red and powerhouse White. Fowl, veal and light meats.

B	 Medium Red. Balanced, good depth, medium tannin.  
 Beef and lamb.

T	 Robust Red. Full tannin, intense flavors. For highly spiced  
 meat dishes.

d	 Sweet Dessert wine. Enjoyable by itself or with sweet desserts.

DRINKABILITY 

D	 Drinkable now. Unlikely to improve with further aging.

I	 Drinkable now. Further bottle aging can improve this wine.

A	 Cellar for future drinking. Wine will improve with bottle aging.

U	 Not suitable for drinking.

OUTSTANDING WINES CHARACTERISTICS & TRADITIONAL USE WITH FOOD

Tasting Note Legend

NOTE: Wines not marked with stars are often delightful wines. Each has unique 
virtues and any of these wines may be the best wine to serve your needs 
based on value, availability or for your dining and taste preferences. *Prices – 
Approximately California full retail prices. 

Connoisseurs’ Guide tastings are conducted with                 Stemware.

	***	 THREE STARS: (95-98 points) An exceptional wine.   
  Worth a special search of the market.

	 **	 TWO STARS:  (91-94 points) A highly distinctive wine.  
  Likely to be memorable.

 *	 ONE STAR: (87-90 points) Fine example of a type or  
  style of wine. Without notable flaws.
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Much of contemporary wine writing, arguably a little too much by our lights, is 
preoccupied with finding the ”Next Big Thing” with an eye to discovering the new 
variety or place that is destined to change the trajectory of fine wine. While we 
understand the need for writers in search of an audience to be the first to articu-
late new trends, sometimes what is hot right now gets overlooked in the race to 

trumpet what is next, and, make no mistake, what is hot right now is Pinot Noir. 

At a recent technical conference hosted by Pinot Noir growers and vintners in Mendocino’s Anderson Valley, it was reported that in the last 
ten years, Pinot Noir acreage in California has nearly doubled; an impressive statistic and one that testifies to the variety’s burgeoning success, 
although it is worth noting that most of the newer plantings are in warmer inland regions. Even with such vastly augmented supply, much of it 
sourced from less than ideal sites, the average price per ton paid for Californian Pinot has nonetheless continued to climb and is now the highest 
of any variety in the state, including Cabernet Sauvignon.  And, as fans of fine Pinots are well aware, good coastal versions, in particular, have 
become increasingly expensive as fundamental economic realities necessarily shape the market. Supply may be up, but so is demand, and demand 
is such that top-tier coastal Pinot actually turns out to be in short supply these days. 

The question then becomes whither goes Pinot, and, more significantly, will a potential wave of lesser efforts threaten the gains that Pinot has 
made over the last decade. Could we be seeing a recurrence of Syrah’s rise and fall when a veritable ocean of substandard versions flooded the 
market and derailed what was looking like Syrah’s imminent ascent to a prominent place among California’s most important wines? It is true that 
history has a nasty habit of repeating itself, but in the case of Pinot Noir, we cannot say we are worried.  

Yes, there are more plantings of Pinot Noir as the larger wine industry looks to cash in on its popularity, but, unlike Syrah, Pinot has been around 
for a while and has firmly established itself as an important member of the state’s elite varieties. We have written many times about the lengthy 
history of fine Pinot Noir hereabouts, from its early pioneers in the 1950s and 1960s to the successive generations that have deliciously advanced 
its cause. Pinot is not a newcomer, and, as we have seen in recent years, there is an absolute wealth of extraordinary offerings to be found up and 
down the coast. 

An increase in cheaper versions seems certain, but it is obvious that accomplished Pinot Noir is not struggling to find a place. While there may be 
different styles and interpretations of Pinot, it suffers from none of the identity problems that have sadly hobbled Syrah, and, in fact, the grape’s 
ability to make compelling wines that are different and yet specifically varietal depending on where it is grown is, for discerning drinkers, one 
of its great appeals. We do not see inexpensive, mass-market wines, whatever their numbers may be, somehow causing Pinot Noir's legions of 
knowledgeable devotees to turn away. Pinot will command what the market will bear, and we are not holding our breath that prices will fall, but 
well-made Pinot is a fixture in California, and, as good as it is, it only seems to be getting better.  
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youthfully simple way. On the palate, the moderate fruit comes 
first and the complexing adjuncts rise in support before an extra 
measure of astringency dries out the finish a bit noticeably. Four 
to six years in bottle will help and the wine is recommended first 
for fans of Oregon Pinots.  1	 L	 I	 $60.00

* is BAILEYANA Firepeak Edna Valley 2015
Fairly full in body but not at all overweight, this wine does tilt a 
bit in the direction of soft-edged openness even in its youth, and 
its ripe red cherry fruit is nicely supported by an enriching dollop 
of crème brûlée oak. Its tannins are evident but not intrusive and 
do provide some useful grip on the palate. Still and all, this is not 
a wine for the cellar but one that will serve well now and over 
the next few years.  3	 B	 D	 $30.00
* jl BECKON Bien Nacido Vineyard 2015 
Santa Maria Valley. Somewhat tighter and firmer in build than 
is the norm for Pinots from Bien Nacido, this wine is persistent in 
its ripe, slightly tart red cherry aromas and if not geared to be 
juicy and open at this point, it convinces on the palate that it has 
the depth and looming range to grow into better over time. Its 
aftertaste is long and continuous even with its noticeable firming 
at the margins. This is one to put in the cellar for some three to 
five years before trying again.  O	 B	 A	 $45.00
** jo BLUE FARM Anna Katherina Vineyard Carneros 2014
If a bit more direct and ever so slightly less deep than its vineyard 
companion from the Farmhouse Block, this tantalizing Pinot again 
delivers a wealth of juicy, well-formed fruit with complementary 
oak lending an extra bit of richness. It, too, is very well-balanced 
and slightly supple in feel, and, while it is relatively open and easy 
to access even now, it nonetheless has the structure, the stamina 
and the fruity reserve to age effortlessly and is sure to repay four 
or five years of keeping.  1	 B	 I	 $60.00
** jo BLUE FARM King Ridge Vineyard 2014
Hirsch Selection. Fort Ross-Seaview. The slightly fuller and 
marginally richer of Blue Farm’s pair of bottlings from the King 
Ridge Vineyard but otherwise very close in character to its mate, 
the Hirsch Selection is a juicy, decidedly succulent Pinot Noir of 
very fine focus and depth. It very clearly exhibits the polish, careful 
crafting and terrific fruity sustain that are the signature traits of 
the winery’s best efforts, and it is a wholly compelling wine that 
is at once utterly delicious in its youth and yet promises to evolve 
beautifully for years.  O	 B	 I	 $70.00

iq ACROBAT Oregon 2015
Lightly brushy on first sniff with a mild note of cherries gradually 
joining in, this unassuming, mid-size Pinot toes the varietal line, 
but it is a relatively low-energy wine of modest richness and lacks 
the fruity length and authority to overcome the chalky dryness 
that marks its finish.  3	 L	 I	 $20.00
iq ADELAIDA HMR Estate Vineyard Adelaida District 2015
If a slight upgrade compared to its partner below, this vineyard-
designated Pinot has a hard time rising more than one rung on 
the ratings ladder. Its barky, dried vegetation overlay and its less-
than-prolific fruit leave it dry and slightly bitter on the palate and 
its aging possibilities come with risks.  1	 L	 I	 $60.00
ip ADELAIDA Adelaida District 2015
Ripe and yet slightly angular nevertheless, this wine is a ball of 
contradictions from first to last. While it has a modicum of fruit, 
that fruit never shows to good effect and ultimately the wine picks 
up more than its fair share of sourness and gritty tannins as it 
finishes. Bottle age cannot save it.  1	 L	 I	 $30.00 	

* jl ANCIEN Red Dog Vineyard Sonoma Mountain 2014
Nicely fruity and a tad on the ripe side without giving up its vital 
energy, this well-focused bottling favors the red cherry side of 
the varietal spectrum and adds in suggestions of rich soils and a 
hints of dried grapes. It is full on the palate and its textural blend 
of slight suppleness and glyceriny roundness provides it with a 
certain early accessibility. Enjoy it now and over the next two to 
four or five years.  1	 B	 I	 $50.00
* it ANCIEN Fiddlestix Vineyard Sta. Rita Hills 2014
Closer to the wine below than it is to the wine above, this Ancien 
offering is a tad lighter yet has the fruit of Pinot Noir and comes 
equipped with no shortage of bristling acidity. Its fragrant aromas 
are redolent of ripe red cherries and carry a slight cola note and 
perhaps a scant suggestion of green grapes if you look for it. On 
the palate, that latter trait is translated as a somewhat stiff 
and acidy impression to the decently fruity flavors and a chalky 
edge that rises at the end. That said, this one will appeal to those 
who favor the pert end of the spectrum.  1	 L	 I	 $52.00
* is ANCIEN Shea Vineyard Oregon 2014
Mid-ripe black cherry fruit gains a bit of richness from hinted-at 
notes of dark soils and from creamy oak, all in a slightly frontal, 

*** jq BLUE FARM Anna Katherina Vyd Farmhouse 2014
Carneros. This very limited, special selection from the Farmhouse 
Block in Blue Farm’s Anna Katherina Vineyard is nothing short of 
a tour de force look at Pinot. It is riveting stuff of exceptional 
layering and depth, and it displays an uncanny sense of polish 
and grace for the ample, generously stuffed wine that it is. Its 
very pure, concentrated, ripe-cherry fruit is as continuous as it is 
precise, and it is accompanied by lovely accents of crème brûlée 
oak. It is slightly supple with the firm underpinnings of a Pinot 
destined to impress even more with age, and we see it growing 
for at least a half-dozen years.  O	 B	 A	 $90.00
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** jn BLUE FARM King Ridge Vineyard 2014
Fort Ross-Seaview. Running the gamut from ripe cherries to 
raspberries in its youthfully bright and lively aromas and showing 
a trim touch of sweet oak that is carried forward in its lithe and 
steadily firming flavors, this wine starts out with a full measure 
of concentrated fruit and draws back just a touch as it goes. It 
closes with a long, slightly compact finish that signals a lengthy 
lifeline ahead, and, if a little less outgoing at this point than the 
showier members of its family, it is a solid, well-balanced and 
eminently ageworthy Pinot that will unfold a bit more with the 
passing of each year.  1	 B	 A	 $80.00
* iu BLUE FARM Gap’s Crown Vineyard 2014
Sonoma Coast. Here is a moderately rich Pinot Noir that is fairly 
straightforward in its presentation of juicy, ripe cherry fruit, and, 
if arguably not quite as layered and expansive as its maker’s very 
best efforts, it is a thoroughly likeable, relatively full-bodied wine 
that handily hits the marks for richness, careful balance and 
up-front appeal. That said, it does not demand immediate 
drinking and is sufficiently firm in structure to hold up nicely for 
three to five years, but, of the Blue Farm lot, it would be our pick 
to pour with tonight’s dinner.  O	 B	 I	 $60.00
* is BLUE FARM 1861 Vineyard Sonoma Valley 2014
Most every family seems to have a black sheep, and this wine 
definitely stands apart from its siblings. It is a dense, fully ripe, 
big-bodied rendition that comes with plenty of swagger and 
heft. It is little concerned with politeness and polish and sports 
comparatively outsized tannins for Pinot, and, while it is sure to 
be helped by the smoothing effects of age, it is difficult to see 
varietal finesse in its future.  O	 B	 A	 $90.00
ip CASTLE ROCK Willamette Valley 2015
Mild, simple, slightly candied and in need of juice in order to make 
even a small mark in the world, this one finds too little of what it 
takes to be enjoyable—even at its modest price. It is not dirty so 
much as modest to the point of near emptiness, and its late rough 
edges do not help.  3	 L	 D	 $14.00
ip CASTLE ROCK California Cuvée California 2014
Bothered by suggestions of matchstick in its otherwise slightly 
brushy, loosely cherry-like aromas and similarly hampered by a 
touch of chemical heat at the finish, this limited effort sneaks its 
way into recognizable varietal territory, but it comes up short on 
Pinot Noir authority and is at every point more muddled than it 
is specifically fruity.  3	 B	 D	 $12.00
* jl CHALLEN Jasper Santa Maria Valley 2013
Making a most positive start with the handsomely oaked and 
wonderfully deep, ripe cherry aromas of a top-shelf Pinot Noir, 
this generously filled offering is presently held back on the palate 
by its obvious youth, and the joys of its considerable richness are 
mitigated by the coarsening effects of rising astringency and acidy 
angularity. That said, it is a wine worthy of a wait, and, even if 
finesse and polish elude it in the years to come, it has the structure 
and substance to guarantee significant dividends if allowed to 
rest for another three or four years.  O	 B	 A	 $85.00
* it CHALLEN Lindsay’s Vineyard Sta. Rita Hills 2014
More often than not, Pinots from the Sta. Rita Hills are built along 
fairly firm lines, but this moderately full-bodied working shows a 
more rounded and supple side and, while not out of balance, 

exhibits an unexpected sense of plumpness and plushness. It takes 
on an added note of richness by way of its ample complement 
of creamy oak while consistently keying on direct, black cherry 
fruit and is an affable Pinot Noir that should reach full maturity 
without a lengthy wait.  1	 B	 I	 $55.00
* is CHALLEN Bentrock Vineyard Sta. Rita Hills 2014
Much like its companion from Lindsay’s Vineyard, this one is again 
a Pinot that strays from the typical firmness and high-acid style 
that its provenance predicts, and, while weighty and rich with 
good fruity volume, it may disappoint those looking for a more 
tightly constructed version. Its themes of ripe cherries are enriched 
with a nice dollop of sweet oak spice, and, even though it shows 
a streak of late-arriving astringency, its bent to structural softness 
prescribes timely drinking.  1	 B	 I	 $65.00
* is CHALLEN Zotovich Vineyard Sta. Rita Hills 2014
Mildly brushy with hints of dried twigs and slight minerally notes 
accompanying its nominal, red cherry fruit in the nose and a bit 
bigger than advertised on the palate, this weighty young Pinot is 
rounded on entry and a touch rough at the edges with rising 
acidity making for a fairly firm finish. While it is inelegant stuff 
now, it has the necessary fruit to support the three or four years 
of aging it needs.  O	 B	 A	 $60.00
ip CHALLEN Scarlett Sta. Rita Hills 2014
Pinot has long been observed as occasionally having a certain 
“barnyardy funk,” and, while happily not going to off-putting 
extremes, this wine finds its fruity message masked by enough 
earth and dried herbs to be made muddled and murky at best. 
It is admittedly complex, but its “complexity” will not be to all 
tastes, and those looking for the grape’s juicy, cherry-like traits 
would do well to look elsewhere.  O	 B	 I	 $38.00

** jm CHASSEUR Russian River Valley 2015
Introduced by a deep and moderately intense nose of wonderfully 
pure Pinot Noir fruit and fit with precise, very rich flavors to match, 
this full-bodied offering emphasizes concentration and extract 
yet stops short of being unwieldy or outsized. It is supple to start 
and fairly firm at the finish with a few youthful angles and edges 
that await smoothing, and, while it impresses now with its very 
considerable fruity richness, it has all of the right pieces in place 
to find increased polish with age. Those willing to wait for three 
to five years will be happy they did.  O	 B	 I	 $45.00
* iu CHASSEUR Sonoma Coast 2015
No less rich than its companion bottling from the Russian River 
Valley and, in fact, a bit more substantial and extracted yet, this 
one from the Sonoma Coast verges on being downright brawny 
in manner and is ever so slightly the less precise of the two. It 
may not achieve quite the same degree of polish with age, but 
it delivers juicy, ripe cherry fruit to spare and a similar wait before 
pouring is advised.  O	 B	 I	 $45.00
iq CHESSMAN Santa Maria Valley 2014
Brushy, vaguely barky and ripe, but relatively stingy in fruit and 
with a leaden and cumbersome demeanor, this weighty working 
is cut from fairly coarse cloth and is brought to an abrupt finish 
by drying astringency that effectively ends its attempts at varietal 
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clarity. It is rough and rustic, and it will wash down big hunks of 
meat, but it misses the mark as Pinot.  1	 B	 I	 $20.00
iq CHIME North Coast 2015
Lightly brushy both in the nose and on the palate but smacking 
of Pinot Noir’s red cherry fruit throughout, this gangly youngster 
is at once pert, puckery and a bit narrow, and, while it promises 
nothing in the way of future complexity, it is sufficiently chalky 
and tough at the finish to send a strong signal that some time in 
the bottle is in order.  1	 B	 I	 $20.00

* iu CLAIBORNE & CHURCHILL Estate Classic 2015
Edna Valley. Starting with an aromatic note of strawberry-like 
freshness and then gradually filling out with elements of cherries, 
minerals, toast and a wispy touch of dried flowers combining for 
a very positive Pinot Noir presentation, this nicely composed 
effort is at once rich and fairly pert on the palate with continuous 
flavors that very much follow the lead of the nose. It stiffens and 
cramps a bit in the late going, but its indiscretions can be wholly 
blamed on its youth, and it fully deserves to be cellared until it 
reaches its fifth birthday.  1	 B	 A	 $32.00
* is CLAIBORNE & CHURCHILL Twin Creeks 2015
Edna Valley. Every bit as pert and lively as the winery’s Estate 
Classic bottling, but not quite as juicy and deep, the Twin Creeks 
Pinot is a bright and buoyant look at the grape that favors energy 
over extract and big muscles. If admittedly a tad lean in the final 
analysis, it stays on message with continuous red cherry fruit in 
play and will find a comfortable place at the table when lighter 
fare is served.  O	 B	 I	 $44.00
iq CLOS LA CHANCE Reserve Santa Cruz Mountains 2013
There is no lack of ripeness and ambition here, but keen Pinot 
character gets lost in translation, and the wine reminds as much 
of a blunt and slightly gruff Rhônish blend than of anything else. 
Its ample back-end tannins leave it noticeably astringent, and, if 
a few years of age will help smooth its way, time is unlikely to 
bring it back into the varietal fold.  O	 B	 I	 $34.00
ip COSA OBRA Sonoma Coast 2015
This poorly defined wine gets off to a difficult start with a sweet 
and oddly cooked nose of strawberries, brown sugar and herbs, 
and, while it has the suppleness and feel of Pinot Noir, it is at best 
rather diffuse and muddied in taste with little in the way of 
varietal clarity and focus.  1	 B	 D	 $32.00
* jl DERBY Derbyshire Vineyard 2012
San Luis Obispo County. Red and black cherries abound in the 
fairly effusive, sweetly oaked nose of this one, and the wine does 
not let up in the least once in the mouth with like-minded flavors 
that are as racy as they are rich. Even though it is nearing its fifth 
birthday and is wholly likeable now, it has the firm acid spine 
and depth of a Pinot that looks to get even better with additional 
age. Drink it soon for its fruity charms, but stash a bottle or two 
away to be enjoyed for the developed complexity and polish that 
a few more years of waiting will bring.  O	 B	 I	 $38.00
** jo DONUM Anderson Valley 2014
One of three distinctive, high-achieving Pinots from Donum and 
a wine that teases with uncommon touches of orange rind and 
bit of flowery sweetness in its mildly raspberry-like nose, this one 

follows with very deep flavors that are rife with ripe, black cherry 
fruit. It is keenly varietal in its wonderfully silky feel, and, while 
wanting for nothing in the way of substance and volume, it is a 
lively, very well-balanced offering of fine brightness, balance and 
terrific fruity length. It is withal a complex and compelling effort 
with a sense of quiet strength that bodes well for age, and we 
fully expect that it will become more and more interesting over 
the next half-dozen years.  1	 B	 I	 $72.00
** jo DONUM Single Vineyard Russian River Valley 2014
Putting a very good first foot forward with its layered, deeply 
draughted aromas of toasty oak, sweet cream and concentrated 
black cherry fruit, this decidedly generous Pinot Noir does a fine 
balancing act between being ripe, rich and beautifully balanced 
all at once. It is a fairly broad and mouthfilling wine, yet, for all 
of its considerable richness, it is surprisingly light on its feet and 
never in the least hampered by the coarseness of youth. That 
being said, it has the structure and the fruity essentials to age 
famously, and, if bound to be better a few years down the line, 
it will be better yet in five.  1	 B	 I	 $72.00
* jm DONUM Single Vineyard Carneros 2014
Full and dense with the accent on ripeness and sporting hints of 
dark caramel and walnuts to its ample aromas and flavors, this 
full-scaled Pinot is a very rich wine that is a piece of its own and 
one that is more about substance and heft than nuance. It keeps 
tannins well in check and does not lapse into coarseness, and it 
quietly suggests increased suppleness and a bit of velvet are in 
the offing with age. Delicacy is simply not part of its message 
now and seems unlikely to be so later on, and, whether enjoyed 
early or after the few years of age that it deserves, this is Pinot 
to tag for drinking with richer meals.  1	 B	 I	 $72.00

** jn DRNK Ellenbach Vineyard Sonoma Coast 2014
The expected red cherry traits of Pinot are joined by suggestions 
of raspberries in the distinctive, nicely composed, moderately rich 
aromas of this big, but well-balanced wine, and, while fairly ripe 
with a scant touch of heat to confirm it, its principal message is 
one of ample and long-lasting fruit. It is solidly constructed but 
stops well short of being tough, and, if a few years in the cellar 
will clearly work to its benefit, it can be enjoyed early on if the 
menu features richer meat dishes.  O	 B	 I	 $45.00
* jl DRNK Cavers Cuvée Russian River Valley 2015
Other than showing a bit more youthful verve and acidy spark as 
might well be expected, the 2015 incarnation of the Cavers 
Cuvée matches up in most ways with its year-older version. It is, 
once again, slightly supple and has the same sense of polish with 
nicely defined, gently oaked, ripe cherry fruit at the fore from 
beginning to end, and the unintrusive appearance of last-minute 
tannins provides a bit of structural grip for aging without in any 
way limiting its more immediate appeals. 
GOOD VALUE  O	 B	 I	 $35.00
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* jl DRNK Cavers Cuvée Russian River Valley 2014
Wispy notes of rose-petal sweetness sit lightly atop an inviting, 
well-integrated mix of ripe cherries and complementary oak in 
the nose here, and the wine follows through on the palate with 
the same sense of careful, somewhat polished composition and 
a touch more tactile suppleness than its several same-vintage 
mates exhibit. It is not “soft” as much as it is free of youthful 
stiffness, and, while it has the energy to keep and develop nicely 
for a few years, it offers plenty to like right now.
GOOD VALUE  O	 B	 I	 $35.00
* is DRKN Hallberg Vineyard Russian River Valley 2014
Slightly biased to ripeness, yet consistently keyed on the black 
cherry aspects of Pinot Noir, this slightly rounded, relatively full-
bodied bottling opts for outgoing richness over discreet layering 
and nuance. It flirts with a suggestion of heat and takes on a 
touch of last-minute finishing bitterness, but it is tasty stuff all 
the same, and service with food will go a long way in minimizing 
the effects of both.  O	 B	 I	 $50.00
ir DRNK Hallberg Vineyard Russian River Valley 2015
Clean as can be yet a little amorphous and not a Pinot that runs 
to juicy immediacy, the younger Hallberg bottling seems to sit 
back on its heels and gives in to slight chalky coarseness and a 
tag-end of mildly peppery heat following its fleeting impressions 
of cherries. Its ragged aspects are easy enough to forgive given 
that it is not yet two full years old, but our optimism about where 
it might be headed would increase if it showed just a bit more 
fruity depth and drive.  O	 B	 I	 $50.00
iq DRNK Anderson Valley 2014
Markedly less outgoing in fruit and something of an outlier in 
the DRNK ranks owing to its diminished size and stature, this 
wine does not lack for body as much as it does for extract and 
fruity conviction, and it tends to narrow and lose energy en route 
to a brief, somewhat truncated finish.  1	 B	 I	 $40.00

** jm DUTTON GOLDFIELD Dutton Ranch 2015
Russian River Valley. Dutton Goldfield Pinots rarely impress with 
fruity muscle or lavish ripeness, but, when they are right just as 
this one most assuredly is, they exhibit lovely balance and crafting 
along with exceptional varietal focus. There is nothing at all flashy 
about this wine, but it is wonderfully well-filled and exhibits great 
fruity length, and, even if it is so well-made that it can be enjoyed 
without caveat in the coming year, it offers up tantalizing glimpses 
of complexities to come and will age famously by virtue of its 
composition and quiet strength.  1	 B	 I	 $44.00
* jl DUTTON GOLDFIELD Redwood Ridge 2014
Sonoma Coast. Very much adhering to the winery’s measured 
style and very solidly fruited if never effusive or in any way flashy, 
this well-defined working is focused on pure, ripe cherry fruit 
from front to back with a judicious touch of sweet oak in quiet 
support. It is slightly fleshy and open and all Pinot Noir in terms 

of its structure and comparatively refined palatal feel, and, while 
it cannot be accused of flamboyance, it shows great stamina and 
staying power at the finish.  O	 B	 I	 $62.00
ir FATHER JOHN Anderson Valley 2015
Favoring a lighter and leaner style that puts a premium on pertness 
and steping away from fleshy fullness, this bottling keys on tart 
cherries as its principal theme but is a touch richer than its winery 
mates and benefits from a slight boost in ripeness. It is fairly firm 
in construction and closes on a slightly chalky note, and it could do 
a few years of rest in cellar during which it should gradually relax 
and unwind.  O	 B	 I	 $85.00
ip FATHER JOHN Vieilles Vignes Mendocino County 2015
One step removed from Rosé when it comes to substance and 
size and a wine that will be seen as delicate by some and washed 
out by others, this clean, but comparatively skinny working is 
devoid of fundamental fruity richness and is a Pinot that only 
unrepentant minimalists will love.  O	 L	 D	 $52.00
io FATHER JOHN Vine Hill Road 2015
Russian River Valley. A seeming proponent of the less-is-more 
school of winemaking and a Pinot that strikes us as being thin 
and tart to a fault, this narrow, acid-driven effort is one whose 
exposed bones need hiding with more fruity flesh, and age is no 
cure for its anorexic penury.  O	 L	 D	 $65.00
iq FIRESTONE Reserve Sta. Rita Hills 2015
On the one hand ripe and showing some youthful vitality in its 
aromas, but on the other, drifting towards piney, evergreen bits 
that emerge from the background and, especially on the palate, 
limit the wine’s reach and ultimately cut  it off in the finish, this 
one is awash in contradictions. Its juxtaposition of a soft underbelly 
and slightly lemony acidity also holds it back, and while there is 
no disaster here, so too is there no joy.  3	 B	 I	 $35.00
ip FOG THEORY Sta. Rita Hills 2014
Simple and sweet on the nose with a vague background hint of 
herbs and at once ripe, soft and somewhat thin on the palate, 
this lackluster red wine comes up short on varietal character and 
fruity definition, and its closing combination of astringency, slight 
bitterness and palpable heat secures it a place well back in the 
pack of anonymous also-rans.  3	 B	 D	 $22.00

* jl FOLEY Bar Lazy S Ranch Sta. Rita Hills 2014
Energetic, nicely ripened, cherry-like fruit emerges to take control 
after early top notes of dried brush recede in the nose with a 
well-measured element of creamy oak joining in, and the wine 
fixes confidently on deep and defined varietal fruit in its articulate 
Pinot Noir flavors. While not in the least lacking for acidity, it is 
slightly more supple in feel than most of its winery mates, and its 
commendable richness is matched with a welcome sense of 
brightness and buoyancy that augurs very well for a few years of 
positive development.  1	 B	 I	 $55.00
* jl FOLEY JA Ranch Sta. Rita Hills 2014
Still a bit tight, but conveying a fine sense of fruity extract and 
ample cherry and raspberry elements that are enriched with a 
smattering of sweet oak, this solid and sustained offering keys 
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on defined Pinot character from the first and builds in richness 
with a nice touch of tannic grip firming its finish. It is not so rigid 
that it cannot be enjoyed with food in its youth, but it has the 
makings of a much better wine with age and deserves to be set 
aside for another three or four years.  1	 B	 I	 $55.00
* iu FOLEY T Anchor Ranch Sta. Rita Hills 2014
If a bit tighter in construction and firmed by fairly obvious acids, 
the T Anchor Ranch bottling is a nicely filled Pinot that counts 
ripe cherry fruit as its first asset, and, even though stiffening up 
a touch in the late going, it is marked by plenty of fruity pertness 
right to the end. It may or may not find significant expansion 
with cellaring, but we would opt for a bit of patience all the same 
and have little doubt that it will remain bright and lively for a good 
half-dozen years.  1	 B	 I	 $55.00
ir FOLEY Barrel Select Sta. Rita Hills 2014
Very sweet oak threatens to steal the scene from the very first 
here, and, while the wine is not in the least lacking in ripeness, 
it never quite finds the fruity bearings of top-shelf Pinot Noir. It 
is a touch thick on entry with nominal acidity and a trim of trailing 
bitterness showing up at the end, and it goes wanting for the 
kind of concentration and depth to suggest that its lot will be 
significantly improved by cellaring.  1	 B	 I	 $60.00

** jn FREEMAN Akiko’s Cuvée Sonoma Coast 2014
This outstanding Pinot shows off the variety’s ability to be agile 
and tantalizingly rich at one and the same time, and it delivers 
an absolute wealth of persistent, beautifully defined fruit of great 
purity and depth. It is not a light wine, yet it remains lithe and 
light on its feet throughout with a sense of reserve that informs 
its best days are ahead, and, if sufficiently outgoing as to forgive 
hasty drinking, it has the balance and refined tannic frame to 
guarantee real rewards to anyone willing to exercise three to five 
years of patience. This one is a keeper.  1	 B	 I	 $72.00
** jm FREEMAN Russian River Valley 2014
This wine may not come with the distinction of single-vineyard 
identification or the kind of big-ticket price that implies gravitas, 
but it is in all ways a serious and impressively endowed Pinot Noir 
that is faultless in its presentation of the variety’s very deep and 
delicious, ripe cherry fruit. It counts on a dollop of sympathetic 
oak for a slight uptick in richness, and it is as well-structured as 
it is long on come-hither juiciness. It finishes firmly, but its fruit 
goes on and on, and it is presently so out-and-out tasty that it 
will test the patience of even experienced collectors who know 
just how gracefully Pinot can age.  1	 B	 I	 $44.00
* jl FREEMAN Yu-ki Estate Sonoma Coast 2014
Fresh cherries are at center stage in both the mid-depth aromas 
and solid, but youthfully pert flavors of this medium- to medium-
full-bodied effort with a soft trim of oak lending a welcome touch 
of supportive sweet spice in each, and, while a little scaled back 
in terms of concentration and volume, the wine is incisively fruity 
and vital with a lengthy, persistently cherry-like finish. It is carefully 
balanced and inclined slightly to firmness in a way that invites a 
bit of time in cellar, and it should accrue more complexity and 
polish over the next several years even if never so angular or edgy 
as to warn off early drinking.  1	 B	 I	 $68.00

* jl FREEMAN Sonoma Coast 2014
Never excessive and far from brawny, but a fully ripe Pinot with 
plenty of solidity and fruity weight, this fleshy, full-bodied opus is 
easy to approach owing to its glycerin-enhanced roundness even 
as it firms up and shows a touch of late-arriving tannin. It is less 
about detail than it is about richness, but its compass is set on 
fruit and never once wavers, and although we would choose to 
let it rest for another few years and be allowed to fully evolve, 
we would not be averse to pouring it as a foil to juicy, grilled lamb 
chops this evening.  1	 B	 I	 $45.00
iq FREEMAN Gloria Estate Russian River Valley 2014
Given the winery’s track record, this wine comes as something of 
a letdown. With aromas that are lower in fruit and mimic the dry, 
dusty smell of a closed up room, this wine takes a turn into 
brushy, leafy notes and loses its way. It is full and firm in palate 
texture and does at least have a sense of continuity that suggests 
the possibility of improvement with age. 1	 B	 I	 $62.00

* is FROSTWATCH Bennett Valley 2013
Showing a suggestion of bottle bouquet to its mid-density aromas 
of dried roses and red cherries and likewise hinting at a bit of 
development on the palate without having aged past its fruit, 
this supple, slightly plump, medium-full-bodied Pinot seems to 
have used up its reserves of energy, yet it has not yet taken the 
first step on the road to senescence. We would not hold it for 
long, but it is thoroughly likeable right now and will make tasty, 
near-term drinking with the likes of pork loin medallions napped 
in a lighter pan sauce.  O	 B	 D	 $40.00
* is KING ESTATE Domaine Willamette Valley 2014
Bright and lively right from the first and a little deeper and more 
concentrated in fruit than are its several cellarmates, the winery’s 
Domaine bottling follows similar structural lines as its siblings but 
does so with an increased sense of volume and fruity weight. It 
is moderately full-bodied and supple on entry then firms up and 
extends impressively at the finish with nicely fit acidity providing 
plenty of vitality but little in the way of stiffness. It stops short of 
succulence yet shows an extra measure of richness that moves it 
to the head of the King Estate bunch.  1	 B	 I	 $70.00
* is KING ESTATE Pfeiffer Vineyards 2014
Willamette Valley. Sweet oak spice gets a bit more emphasis 
here than it does in the winery’s other Pinots, but the signature 
concern for structured firmness pretty much remains the same. 
The wine is fruity and forthright but far from expansive, and, if 
its reach for extra richness makes it a little more accessible right 
now, it closes with a touch of late-arriving tannin that makes a 
case for another year or two of age.  O	 B	 I	 $55.00
ir KING ESTATE Bradshaw Vineyard 2014
Willamette Valley. The smallest scaled of the King Estate Pinots 
in terms of fruity substance and weight, and a wine that is so mild-
mannered that it verges on being out-and-out meek, this one is 
not as firmly balanced as the winery recipe predicts and its slight 
bent to softness is a welcome alternative to being stiff and stark. 
It is clean and likeable if not very rich, and, while it will make for 
pleasant drinking with lighter foods, it should be left in the rack 
when richer fare is on the night’s menu.  O	 B	 D	 $55.00
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ir KING ESTATE Hyland Vineyard McMinnville 2014
Light color, light in fruity volume and suggestive of a substantial 
Rosé on the nose, this wine conveys a little more heft once in the 
mouth. Although it is far from juicy, it tastes of varietal cherries 
with a trim touch of acid-edged tannins affording tactile grip, 
and, like most of its siblings, it is a Pinot Noir that favors structure 
over outgoing fruit.  O	 B	 I	 $55.00
iq KING ESTATE Nicholas Vineyard Willamette Valley 2014
Very much in the family camp insofar as it is comparatively firm 
and a little tight-fisted in fruit with obvious acidity making itself 
known from entry to finish, this one is all but indistinguishable 
from its Hyland Vineyard mate beyond the slightly lemony edge 
to its narrow, red cherry fruit. It is not a big wine, but it shows 
its acid-accentuated tannins by mid-palate and winds up on a 
somewhat chalky note at the end.  O	 B	 I	 $55.00
* iu LINCOURT Lindsay’s Sta. Rita Hills 2014
There is a suggestion of polish to the early aromas here and it is 
nicely backed up by decently concentrated and vibrantly stated 
red cherry fruit that allows the wine some depth without using 
bombast as any part of its character. Fairly full and even a tad on 
the stiff side across the palate in a way that is not surprising for 
this maker and its provenance, there is both the structure and 
the continuity for ageworthiness, and we would suggest a wait 
of three or four years with this one.  1	 B	 I	 $50.00
ir LINCOURT Willie Mae Sta. Rita Hills 2014
A tad stiffer on the palate than the wine above and less clear in 
its fruit, this wine also shows a brushy, slight tomatoey character 
to both its nose and flavors, and nowhere does its fruit become 
fully convincing. Acidity assumes the dominant role as the wine 
finishes, and it needs time in the bottle to deal with its balance 
issue, but time cannot completely overcome the shortfalls that 
lurk at its heart.  1	 B	 I	 $50.00
ip LINCOURT Annie Dyer Sta. Rita Hills 2014
Lower in fruit than its mates by an appreciable amount and left 
high and dry because of it, the wine comes with a dusty, dried 
brush overlay and its acid-pushed flavors further undo the mildly 
fruity thrust that pokes its head up at the very last. Its acidity calls 
for aging, but the rest of the wine does not, and the four or five 
years it needs is a crapshoot at best.  1	 L	 I	 $50.00
* jl LUCIE Widdoes Vineyard Dutton Ranch 2015
Russian River Valley. By Bacio Divino. Noticeably ripe and just 
a tad on the full, wide-bodied side, this expressive and direct Pinot 
makes a strong statement on the palate where its riper aspects 
are nicely backed up by confident fruit. A touch tannic for now 
and relying on youth for its present vitality, this is a wine that can 
benefit from bottle aging but seems likely to be at its best in the 
next couple of years.  O	 B	 I	 $60.00
* is LUCIE Bacigalupi Vineyard Russian River Valley 2015
By Bacio Divino. Nominally as ripe as its sibling above yet neither 
as deep nor as solidly built, this bottling is the brighter and more 
lively of the two and its direct, slightly candied fruit gives it early 
and easy drinkability. Still, it has both oak and identifiable Pinot 
character on its side, and if not one for long aging, it need not 
be drunk up in haste.  O	 B	 I	 $60.00
* iu MARIMAR Stony Block Don Miguel Vineyard 2014
Russian River Valley. A wine that takes its time to open up in 

the glass, it delivers ripe red cherry aromas with a slight twist of 
brightness to its fruit and a useful dollop of rich oak in support. 
Its early fullness on the palate is nicely balanced by useful acidity, 
and the wine can be enjoyed in the near term yet has the build 
to last well in the bottle.  O	 B	 I	 $59.00
* is MARIMAR Cristina Don Miguel Vineyard 2014
Russian River Valley. Somewhat quieter, almost drier but still 
reasonably focused red cherry varietal aromas engage with a top 
note of creamy oak in the nose, and the wine is equally on point 
but a tad reluctant on the palate. Marimar wines have shown to 
be relative long-agers, and perhaps that is what this wine needs 
in order to come out its shell. For the nonce, it leaves us less than 
fully convinced that grandeur awaits.  1	 B	 A	 $65.00

** jm MORGAN Double L Vineyard 2015
Santa Lucia Highlands. Clean and energetic, ripe, a tad direct 
and yet also a bit stiff and waiting to open up, this wine has the 
balance of pieces and the depth to invite long-aging, and its pert 
red cherry character, so vital in its aromas, finds early suppleness 
on the palate before running into unresolved tannins. A babe in 
need of quiet cellar time, it is a wine that looks well-positioned 
to reward a bit of patience.  1	 B	 I	 $64.00 

* jl O’CONNOR Russian River Valley 2014
Fresh and sporting plenty of specific, cherry-like fruit with sweet 
oak playing a respectful supporting role, this well-made, medium-
full-bodied Pinot does an especially fine job at balancing ripeness 
and brightness and comes up both lively and rich. It may not be 
as complex or layered as the very best of the breed, but it is a 
thoroughly enjoyable offering that has structure enough to age 
for a few years and, perhaps, find a little more reach and range 
than it shows at the moment. We have the sneaking suspicion 
that it will.  1	 B	 I	 $35.00
* it REAPER Sta. Rita Hills 2014
Pinot Noir can be rich and it can be lively and light, and this one 
straddles the line in between. It is nicely focused from beginning 
to end with toasty oak accents to its dominant theme of fully ripe 
cherries, and, if noticeable tail-end astringency leaves a little too 
much pucker in its wake just now, it needs but two or three years 
of age to round into shape and has the fruity heart to effortlessly 
hold for a good many more.  1	 B	 I	 $40.00
iq REPLICA Label Envy North Coast 2015
13% Syrah; 1% Chardonnay. While suggestions of red cherries 
hesitantly drift in and out of view here, this weak-willed stab at 
Pinot Noir wants for greater varietal confidence. It is clean and 
reasonably balanced, and, despite being underpinned by a firming 
element of acidity, it is as short on brightness and bounce as it is 
on the fruity essentials.  1	 B	 I	 $17.00
iq REPLICA Misbehaved California 2015
13% Other. Decidedly off the conventional track and a wine that 
at best mumbles its name, this one struggles with no more than 
limited success to find varietal texture or focused fruit. It is soft 
and slightly viscous to start and then ends with coarsening, acid-
pushed tannins coming on strong, and, although it has a certain 
black cherry bent and a degree of rustic richness, it is and will 
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remain unrefined stuff that is better approached as a chunky red 
wine than as Pinot Noir.  3	 B	 I	 $15.00

** jm ROAR Garys’ Vineyard Santa Lucia Highlands 2015
Some will find the direct, somewhat pushy nature of this deeply 
draughted wine to be too much of a good thing, but the rest of 
the world will have no trouble enjoying its concentrated, nicely 
defined Pinot Noir character for its suppleness, its richness and its 
inviting continuity from front to back. With length and range on 
its side, this impressive effort promises to age nicely for years to 
come, and we would have no hesitation in putting it in the cellar 
for up to half a decade.  1	 B	 I	 $60.00
* jl ROAR Santa Lucia Highlands 2015
Here is a wine worth knowing. Like many wineries’ appellation 
bottlings, this is the one that is likely to show up most often on 
retail shelves and restaurant wine lists, and its almost refined take 
on the grape will allow it to be enjoyed earlier in life than the 
wine above. It reflects its provenance in its rich, red cherry fruit 
aromas and is dusted with creamy oak notes and a light flower 
petal prettiness. It is not without tannin, and certainly will handle 
a bit of cellaring without breaking stride, but do not be reluctant 
to serve it today as needs be.  1	 B	 I	 $42.00
* iu ROAR Sierra Mar Vyd Santa Lucia Highlands 2015
Its nicely formed blend of ripe red cherries and creamy oak gives 
the wine solid credentials from the start, and only a slight frontal 
quality to its fruit and a modest lack of continuity at the very end 
hold it back from even higher marks. That said, this is a likeable 
wine at every stop and one that will not let you down if it comes 
across your table.  1	 B	 I	 $54.00

** jm ROESSLER Bogey Sonoma Coast 2015
Absolutely bursting with deep and beautifully defined Pinot fruit 
and decked out with lovely, wholly complementary sweet oak 
this rich and wonderfully well-composed offering stands out as 
the best of what, with one exception, is a fine lot from Roessler. 
It combines size and structure with a great sense of polish and 
exhibits striking palatal length with perfectly integrated acidity 
and tannins affording it potential for a half-decade and more of 
growth. It is a complete package, and it is a keeper well worth a 
place in the cellar.  1	 B	 I	 $60.00
* jl ROESSLER Lennox Russian River Valley 2015
Quite dark in color and unsparing in extracted, fully ripe, black 
cherry fruit on the nose with generous, mouthfilling flavors to 
match, Roessler’s Lennox Pinot is a lavish offering of emphatic 
richness, but it is also nicely balanced for the comparatively big-
bodied wine that it is and does not stagger under its own weight. 
Proponents of leaner, less-ripe versions might complain that it is 
a little too much of a good thing, but the rest of us will enjoy it 
for just what it is…a plush, decidedly juicy, very full-flavored take 
on the grape.  1	 B	 I	 $60.00

* it ROESSLER Black Pine Sonoma Coast 2015
Ripe and fairly robust with a clear grasp on the variety’s black 
cherry traits but a wine that makes no pretense to great layering 
or finesse, this straightforward Pinot delivers plenty of easy-to-
access fruit with a soupçon of sweet oak in the background. It is 
rounded and slightly viscous without erring to softness, and, if 
sure to hold up for four or five years, it is a tasty morsel now and 
can be enjoyed without waiting.  1	 B	 I	 $30.00
* is ROESSLER 3 BBL Sonoma Coast 2015
A little drawn down in ripeness relative to its bigger mates yet 
spot-on in fruit and reasonably rich with sweet cherries in the 
lead, the 3 BBL is a medium-full-bodied Pinot Noir that begins on 
a pleasantly supple note, but it gets a bit choppy and chalky as 
it crosses the palate. Its slightly dry, mildly tannic finish stands in 
obvious contrast to its more rounded start and makes a good 
case for additional age, but the wine is never so tough as to call 
for more than a few years.  O	 B	 I	 $60.00
ip ROESSLER Hein Anderson Valley 2015
This light and lean effort stands well apart from the rest of its 
clan and displays nothing close to the winery’s signature richness. 
Its limited, not-quite-ripe fruit is pushed aside by oak, acid and 
slight bitterness, and it is withal skinny stuff that comes up short 
on interest and filling.  O	 B	 D	 $60.00
* iu RUSACK  Mount Carmel Vineyard Sta. Rita Hills 2014
Although not universal and by no means absolute, structured 
firmness is a common calling card among Pinots grown in the 
vineyards of Santa Barbara County’s cool Santa Rita Hills, and this 
one from Rusack manages to be bright, fruity and firm but stays 
away from acidy stiffness. Its boundless energy bodes well for 
keeping, and, in fact, mandates a three or four year respite 
before drinking, and we see every likelihood that it will flourish 
with double that time.  O	 B	 I	 $65.00
* is RUSACK Reserve Sta. Rita Hills 2014
Very much demonstrating the structured firmness that is one of 
the hallmarks of many Pinots sourced from the Sta. Rita Hills AVA, 
Rusack’s Reserve is marked by youthful restraint throughout but 
teases with pristine aromas of red cherries and wildflowers and 
compact, like-minded flavors that will need some to time to fully 
emerge. It is not and will never be a lavish and extravagant wine, 
and it will appeal less to fans of opulence than to those who prize 
structure above all, but even those of the latter persuasion are 
encouraged to exercise patience and give it another three or four 
years before drinking.  1	 B	 A	 $40.00

** jm SAINTSBURY Lee Vineyard Carneros 2015
Napa Valley. If holding nothing back in the way of juicy, ripe 
cherry fruit and offering lots of forthright appeal, this outgoing 
wine is far from being a simple wine, and its immediacy belies 
quiet complexities and fruity depth that become more apparent 
with each sniff and sip. It is lithe and full-bodied with plenty of 
tactile polish and glimmers of the velvet that is particular to top-
tier Pinot, and, while not a brawny, high-extract monster, it is a 
wine of great presence and length. As the best of breed so often 
do, it is certain to tempt and reward early drinking, but it has all 
of the right pieces in all the right places to continue to please for 
a good many years.  1	 B	 I	 $62.00
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** jn SAINTSBURY Stanly Ranch Carneros 2015
Napa Valley. Hailing from one of the oldest vineyards in Carneros 
and one of the first to be planted in Pinot, Saintsbury’s Stanly 
Ranch rendition is a deep and specific offering that goes right to 
the point in expressing the variety’s succulent, ripe cherry fruit. It 
is full and slightly supple with supportive sweet oak and faint 
suggestions of the dried brush complexities that often appear in 
Pinots of its provenance, and it accomplishes the tough trick of 
being substantial and sophisticated at one and the same time. 
While it is inviting right now, it is a wine whose exemplary balance 
and depth guarantee that it will age effortlessly, and we see it 
growing for a good half-dozen years.  1	 B	 I	 $62.00
** jm SAINTSBURY Carneros 2015
Not at all overshadowed by its single-site brethren, Saintsbury’s 
appellation bottling from Carneros is a wonderfully mannerly 
and exceptionally well-made wine whose fruity precision, careful 
balance and comparatively modest price make it nothing less 
than an out-and-out bargain when measured against Pinots of 
similar achievement. It keys on articulate and continuous, red 
cherry fruit while hitting the marks for both polish and sustained 
strength, and there is every reason to believe that, as inviting as 
it is now, it will only improve with additional age.
GOOD VALUE  3	 B	 I	 $36.00
* jl SAINTSBURY Donnelly Creek Anderson Valley 2015
From its well-ripened, black cherry aromas straight through to its 
lengthy, lightly tannic finish, this substantial and full-bodied 
effort conveys a little more extract and mass than most of its 
cellarmates. It has plenty of palatal presence and muscle, but 
keeps its sights set on fruit with an ample backing of rich oak, 
and, while not lacking for ripeness, its scales never tip to excess 
or heaviness. While it is not overly astringent, it has a good bit of 
structural grip and it is sure to reward another three to five years 
of forbearance.  O	 B	 A	 $62.00
* is SAINTSBURY Sundawg Ridge Vineyard 2015
Green Valley of Russian River Valley. Although on the right 
track insofar as its red-cherry focus goes, this relatively full-bodied 
working is never as forceful or deep in fruit as it could be, and its 
nominal cherry-like traits are overlain with a quiet cover of dried 
brush and straw. It is rounded to start and a bit narrow and taut 
at the finish, and, if sure to benefit from a few years of smoothing, 
it wants a little more fruity oomph to convince that great things 
are in store.  O	 B	 I	 $62.00
* is SAINTSBURY Toyon Farms Carneros 2015
Napa Valley. Vitality rather than richness is the strong suit of 

this bright and buoyant wine, and, if it is a bit lighter and less 
ripe in character than its winery stablemates, its lively, acid-lifted 
fruit stays central throughout. It is presently on the slightly taut 
and nervy side and will benefit from another year or two in which 
to relax, and its considerable energy makes for easy predictions 
of an extended life after that.  O	 B	 I	 $62.00
ir SAINTSBURY Pratt Vineyard Sonoma Coast 2015
A wine of considerable size and density, yet a bit of a black sheep 
in the family owing to its peculiar and sustained traits of brush, 
bark and smoke, this one is the least refined of the Saintsbury 
Pinots and gives ground to evident tannins as its fruit sputters 
and stalls at the end. It has the structure to age, but grace looks 
to be out of its reach regardless of time, and, given the choice, 
we would opt to match it up with hearty meats before too many 
years have gone by.  O	 B	 I	 $62.00

** jm SARAH’S VYD Reserve Santa Clara Valley 2014
The youthful energy of this wine suggests a certain simplicity that 
is not borne out by its inner character, and while it took a bit of 
time for its personality to assert itself, there was no question but 
that this wine has beautifully combined a bright approach with 
layered complexity of nicely extracted red cherry and boysenberry 
fruit backed up by well-fit creamy oak. There will be those who 
decide to enjoy the wine today for its vitality and its nervy charm, 
yet we will put ours away for three to five years to allow its full 
array of goodness to blossom.  O	 B	 I	 $60.00
ir SARAH’S VINEYARD Santa Clara Valley 2014
This likeable, softly balanced offering counts open fruitiness as 
its major gift, but, even if easy to taste, its frontal mix of cherries, 
raspberries and strawberries can be faulted as being not quite as 
varietally specific as it could be. Its accessibility and cleanliness 
nonetheless make it a pleasant sipper for shorter-term drinking, 
and do not look to it as a wine for leaving unattended for too 
long in the cellar.  1	 B	 D	 $25.00
ir SILVER MOUNTAIN Tondre’s Grapefield 2013
Santa Lucia Highlands. Although not nearly as tired as is its 
below-listed, older incarnation from 2009, this very ripe, slightly 
soft-centered Pinot is a touch enervated all the same, and the 
positives of its roundness, richness and accessibility are countered 
by its lack of get up and go. It will last for a few years, but keeping 
comes without the promise of gain.  1	 B	 D	 $44.00

*** jr TESTAROSSA Niclaire California 2015
This year’s edition of Niclaire, Testarossa’s self-described “best 
of” Pinot bottling is a wine whose precision, structural integrity 
and fruity depth lend plenty of credence to the winery’s claims. 
It teases with succulent cherries enough on the nose to suggest 
that it is ready for drinking, but what follows on the palate is a 
very solid, fairly firm, impeccably balanced wine that, while living 
up to its aromatic promises of purity and depth, is still in its infancy 
and demanding of age. That it has special places to go is beyond 
any doubt, and, if another two years seems a minimum wait, we 
would opt for at least five.  O	 B	 A	 $87.00
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iq SILVER MOUNTAIN Tondre’s Grapefield 2009
Santa Lucia Highlands. On the one hand ripe and weighty and 
fairly dense but, on the other, slightly sluggish and tending to 
desiccation as it goes with a decided dearth of energy and little 
prospect for improvement, this wine has run its course and arrived 
at where it was going and is edging up to the brink of a post-
plateau slide into dulling dryness.  1	 B	 D	 $44.00

ip SILVER MOUNTAIN Miller Hill Vineyard 2011
Santa Cruz Mountains. While it can be argued that there is a 
touch of aged complexity to be found in this wine’s low-keyed 
aromas of dried flowers, cherries and cocoa, the dry, lackluster 
flavors that follow have faded and flattened with time. The time 
for drinking is now.  1	 B	 D	 $44.00

* jl SPELL Weir Vineyard Yorkville Highlands 2015
As much or more in need of patience than its siblings but a deeper 
and better filled wine on all counts, Spell’s Weir Vineyard Pinot is 
a well-extracted opus that, for all of its youthful angles and 
edges, never wavers of its expression of convincing, black cherry 
fruit. It is moderately full-bodied and built along fairly firm lines 
with mildly grippy tannins showing up at the finish, but it is never 
austere or severe, and, while not a wine that seems conceived 
with hasty drinking in mind and one much in need of patience, 
it has what it takes to emerge from its shell in fine form once 
some five or six years have passed.  O	 B	 A	 $50.00

* iu SPELL Alder Springs Vineyard Mendocino County 2015
Not wildly different from its companion from the Weir Vineyard 
and showing the solidity and structural firmness of a Pinot that 
clearly calls for age, this one similarly possesses a core of essential 
ripe cherry fruit but presently fights without quite the same degree 
of success to overcome its truncating, back-palate astringency. 
There is no question but that it will age into better, yet an extra 
year or two in the bottle may be needed before it fully sheds its 
finishing tannic bite.  O	 B	 A	 $50.00

* is SPELL Nichole’s Blend Sonoma County 2015
Starting out on a positive note with medium-deep aromas of ripe 
cherries, strawberries and integral sweet oak, this wine very much 
wears its youth on its sleeve once in the mouth and proves to be 
tighter and less forthcoming than billed. It is not overly acidic, yet 
it is slightly narrow and a touch hard and chalky in feel at this 
point, but it has enough fruit at its heart to support the three or 
four years of waiting that it needs.  1	 B	 A	 $41.00

* is SPICY VINES Peter’s Delight Russian River Valley 2015
Fairly bright, youthful red cherry aromas bring a clear and inviting 
varietal start to this wine, and the mix of youth and ripeness that 
fills out the nose also shows up in the mid-depth, straightforward 
flavors as well. Late-arriving tannins are nothing more than one 
should find in a Pinot of its tender age, and a wait of no more 
than a few years is in the offing.  O	 B	 I	 $50.00

ip SPICY VINES Nouveau Russian River Valley 2016
Too young by half, this wine is neither “Nouveau” as the French 
know it nor is it past its baby fat at this point. It is juicy, almost 
sweet to the taste and lacks the energy to lift its open, rounded 
style and softened construction. It won’t hurt you, but it cannot 
be recommended as more than an unchallenging quaff to be 
tried in the next year at best.  O	 L	 D	 $30.00

* iu STEELE Bien Nacido Vineyard Block N 2013
Santa Barbara County. A delicate dollop of slightly creamy oak 
sits lightly atop nicely defined, distinctly varietal, red cherry fruit 
in this wine’s inviting aromas and works to similarly enrich the 

nicely ripened, nominally extracted flavors that ensue. Fairly full, 
but not at all heavy and comfortably balanced with a bow to 
juicy immediacy, this one earns the nod for its fruity directness 
rather than for potency or layered depth, and it is structured to 
keep handily for another few years.  O	 B	 I	 $36.00
** jo TESTAROSSA Doctor’s Vineyard 2015
Santa Lucia Highlands. From its very deep, beautifully oaked, 
incisively cherry-like aromas to its stunningly long flavors, this 
finely honed offering hits all of the right varietal marks, and its 
richness comes with remarkable polish. It smacks of vanilla and 
cola at one moment and at flowers the next while remaining ever 
anchored by authoritative, extraordinarily pure, Pinot fruit, and 
more than persisting on and on at the finish, it seems to build on 
the palate and reveal more as it goes. Its considerable virtues 
are hard to miss now, but it comes with an unmistakable promise 
of showing even more with time, and it has the balance, fruity 
depth and energy to arrive at its tenth birthday without having 
lost a single step.  1	 B	 A	 $67.00
** jm TESTAROSSA Garys’ Vineyard 2015
Santa Lucia Highlands. It is usual to expect extra muscle and 
ripeness from Santa Lucia Highlands Pinots, and, while this one 
does not stint in the least on very deep, pure, red cherry fruit, it 
is a bit tighter in build than anticipated and is charged with plenty 
of energy. It is not a powerhouse but is impressive in its varietal 
clarity and construction and has the strength and stamina of an 
eminently ageworthy wine. It may be a little closed in and slow 
to show its stuff, yet its only limits are those of extreme youth, 
and its tantalizing glimpses of complexity to come argue most 
convincingly for a place in the cellar.  1	 B	 A	 $67.00
** jm TESTAROSSA Graham Family Vineyard 2015
Russian River Valley. Very much hewing to the richness and 
incisive, pristine fruit inherent in top-end Pinot Noirs from the 
Russian River Valley, this layered, firmly balanced, acid-lifted wine 
occupies its own distinct niche in the Testarossa family. It is an 
expressive Pinot of careful proportion and polish that tempers its 
nominal ripeness with an inviting sense of pertness, and its 
concentrated, mineral-accented flavors of cherries and sweet 
oak go on and on at the finish. It needs a bit of time in which to 
fully unwind, and it has the fruity energy to guarantee very good 
things with age.  1	 B	 I	 $65.00
* jl TESTAROSSA Pisoni Vineyard 2015
Santa Lucia Highlands. In most instances, the Pisoni Vineyard 
designation signals a wine of ripeness, wide-open richness and 
broadly extracted fruit, but this rendition defies such expectations 
and is biased to acidy firmness from beginning to end. It is not 
so much narrow or underfilled as it is nervy and youthfully rigid, 
and, it, in fact, has plenty of true Pinot Noir fruit set deep at its 
heart. More than most, it will take the slow road to maturity, and 
we strongly suspect that even those who fancy vibrant, high-
acid Pinots will agree that the smart strategy here is wait for four 
or five years before pulling its cork.  O	 B	 A	 $75.00
* jl TESTAROSSA Rosella’s Vineyard 2015
Santa Lucia Highlands. Showing scant top notes of minerals 
and dry earth in its compact, reasonably concentrated aromas, 
but always a little tight-fisted in fruit, this firmly built bottling 
follows accordingly on the palate, and it favors structure over 
forthcoming juiciness. It tightens up a bit further still in the latter 
going and shows an edge of tannic austerity at the finish, yet it 
is solidly fruity even here, and its structured stance should not be 
mistaken for fruity deficiency. It demands time in which to unfold 
to its fullest and a wait of some three to five years is very much 
in order. O	 B	 A	 $65.00
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* jl TESTAROSSA Sierra Madre Vineyard 2015
Santa Maria Valley. Sporting a full measure of ripe cherries and 
nicely integrated oak with a slightly savory complement of dried 
brush and a subtle, mildly mushroomy note not evident in any of 
its mates, this characterful, moderately full-bodied Pinot is at 
once vigorous, very rich and fairly complex with particularly fine 
palatal length. It is supple, slightly velvety and kept lively by its 
seamlessly fit acidity, and its very laudable sense of structured 
richness ensures that it will gain in grace and complexity over the 
next four or five years.  O	 B	 I	 $65.00
* iu TESTAROSSA Dos Rubios Vineyard 2015
Santa Lucia Highlands. Nicely fruited and showing very good 
varietal focus yet a touch light in intensity and suggesting, at least 
in the nose, that it will be a bit lesser in mass, this one surprises 
by being fairly stout and sturdy once in the mouth with pushy 
back-end tannins making themselves clearly known. The wine 
does not let up in fruit, although that fruit presently fights with 
enough astringency at the finish to make additional aging a must, 
and, from our vantage point, a good four or five years of patience 
is the tactic prescribed.  1	 B	 A	 $65.00
* iu TESTAROSSA Tondre Grapefield 2015
Santa Lucia Highlands. Among the bigger and bolder of the 
Testarossa contingent and a near-to-sinewy Pinot that runs to 
ripeness and extract rather than sprightly fruit, this hefty effort 
teams dark fruit with a touch of meaty spice and shows a bit of 
heat along the way. Although cut from riper, more rustic cloth 
than its siblings, it does not err to softness. It is a wine that wants 
a few years of rounding and should be tagged for drinking with 
somewhat heartier fare.  1	 B	 I	 $65.00
* iu TESTAROSSA Sta. Rita Hills 2015
Fresh and fruity in scent and following the lead of its nose in its 
ripe, acid-edged flavors, this mid-sized Pinot leans to the slightly 
lighter side of things yet is kept on the clear varietal path by its 
concise, red cherry fruit. It firms up fairly quickly after a slightly 
rounded start on the palate and is a touch tangy and cramped 
at the finish, but it never once suggests thinness or runs short on 
fruit and will benefit substantially from two or three years of 
further smoothing.  1	 B	 I	 $48.00
* it TESTAROSSA Rincon Vineyard 2015
Arroyo Grande Valley. This fresh and fairly vital young wine 
eschews juicy sweetness and heads in a slightly more savory, less 
overtly fruity direction without wholly forsaking good Pinot Noir’s 
signature cherry-like traits. Its diminished sense of concentration 
leaves it exposed to an unbuffered streak of acid-enhanced tannic 
stiffness at the end, but it is neither thin nor underfilled to a fault, 

and it should plump up and expand a bit if allowed to rest for 
even as little as one or two years.  O	 B	 I	 $65.00
** jo WILLIAMS SELYEM Olivet Lane Vineyard 2015
Russian River Valley. Already showing a great deal of polish 
and a wealth of very rich, well-defined, ripe cherry fruit despite 

its obvious youth, William Selyem’s Olivet Lane Pinot is a carefully 
composed, moderately full-bodied effort that sports the supple, 
slightly velvety texture that marks the variety at its best. From its 
highlights of oak to its enlivening acidity, it impresses with its 
integration and crafting, and, while its accessibility is certain to 
tempt early drinking, it has good places to go and will only get 
better over the next half-dozen years. 1	 B	 I	 $78.00
** jm WILLIAMS SELYEM Westside Road Neighbors 2015
Russian River Valley. Bright and buoyant and ripe and rich all 
at the same time, this well-measured youngster hits the varietal 
mark smartly on most every front, and, if arguably still a touch 
tight in construction with evident acidity and tannin closing in at 
the finish, it never once wavers in fruit and has the concentration 
and depth to make for worry-free cellaring. Do not be in a hurry 
to drink this one up because it is at least three of four years away 
from hitting its stride, and it should continue to grow for several 
more after that.  1	 B	 A	 $72.00
* jl WILLIAMS SELYEM Terra de Promissio Vineyard 2015
Sonoma Coast. Quite dark in color and immediately impressing 
as being high in extract yet not overly ripe in character and very 
long on black cherry fruit, this hefty, fairly full-bodied Pinot is 
buttressed by plenty of youthful tannin without being abrasive. 
Its early suggestions of suppleness predict a rounder wine with 
age, and, if not so rugged that it cannot be enjoyed as a foil to 
hearty meats in the short term, it is bound to be better once a 
few years have passed.  O	 B	 I	 $58.00
* jl WILLIAMS SELYEM Russian River Valley 2015
Fairly tight in construction and very obviously showing its youth, 
this medium-full-bodied offering teases with a burst of early, red 
cherry and raspberry fruit before firming up and pulling back in 
mid-palate. It is not in the least thin or lacking, and persistent 
fruit stays in place well into its lengthy finish, but it is compact 
and a bit nervy at present and needs three or four years in which 
to unfold and expand. Patience is highly recommended, early 
drinking is not.  1	 B	 A	 $55.00
* jl WILLIAMS SELYEM Central Coast 2015
Here again is a Pinot that tips to ripeness without going too far, 
and, while fleshy and fairly full on the palate, it is buoyed by fine 
balancing acidity and wholly free of the distractions of evident 
heat. It is solidly fruity with a sustained sense of richness, and its 
nominal tannins afford a bit of back-palate grip without becoming 
unduly coarse or astringent. It is a wine best left in the cellar for 
at least two or three years, and we see it improving for a good 
half-dozen or more.  1	 B	 A	 $39.00
* iu WILLIAMS SELYEM Sonoma Coast 2015
Some of the new 2015 Pinots from Williams Selyem are relatively 
open and easy to taste while others are built along somewhat 
tighter lines that encourage patience rather than hasty drinking, 
and, while this one leads with immediately inviting aromas of 
ripe cherries and subtle oak sweetness, it is in the latter camp 
when it comes to its moderately deep, yet slightly narrow flavors 
and is a wine whose finishing tilt to acidy firmness prescribes a 
couple more years of waiting.  1	 B	 I	 $55.00
* it WILLIAMS SELYEM Sonoma County 2015
Not an especially bold or extravagant wine, yet a Pinot that is 
solidly fruited, nicely structured and very much knows what it is, 
this appellation bottling from Sonoma County gets good marks 
for its continuity and varietal focus. It is sufficiently firm in balance 
to tuck away safely for a few years, but it is never edgy or too 
tight to enjoy in the short term and does not demand extended 
keeping to be at its best.  1	 B	 I	 $39.00
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What started out as problematic vintage for Bordeaux in 2014 turned out to be well above average 
thanks to a warm, late-season winter with number of fine wines coming from the better estates. They, 
of course, are of a different style than their typically riper, more fruit-driven California relations.  
While our “scores” may not be as wildly enthusiastic as many emanating from critics that we see as 

increasingly given to rampant grade inflation, most of the wines under review are recommended. That should not be surprising as they come from 
upper echelon producers.

It should be noted that listed prices for these wines are, for the most part, average pre-arrival quotes and will differ according to source. As the 
wines appear on retailers’ shelves, it is not unreasonable to expect those prices to climb even allowing for the fact that American market interest in 
Bordeaux is fairly temperate these days.

THE RIGHT BANK
* is CHÂTEAU BEAUREGARD Pomerol 2014
Drawn along somewhat leaner lines and a slightly sparing wine 
that emphasizes firm claret structure and spice rather than fruity 
richness, this incarnation of Château Beauregard comes up a bit 
short on essential stuffing and depth. It teases with glimmers of 
berries and plums but stays fairly tight to the end, and we do not 
expect to see much in the way of expansion even if it becomes 
a little less taut with age.  3	 B	 A	 $45.00

** jm CHÂTEAU BEAU-SÉJOUR BÉCOT Saint-Émilion 2014
Surprisingly juicy, very outgoing in fruit and quite inviting for the 
very young wine that it is, this expressive Saint-Émilion is fairly 
open in architecture yet is underpinned by plenty of fine-grained 
tannins. Its comparatively open nature is bound to tempt early 
drinking, and, while it does not demand a decade of age, it is 
nonetheless a wine with great fruity depth and is sure to repay a 
half-dozen years of waiting.  3	 B	 A	 $50.00
* iu CHÂTEAU LE BON PASTEUR Pomerol 2014
Mild mannered yet moderately fruity and showing a nice sense 
of polish throughout, this relatively accessible offering is slightly 
rounded in feel and largely free of the angles and edges that its 
youth might predict. It is gently firmed by integral tannins and will 
benefit from a few years of age, but it is not a wine that wants 
lengthy cellaring and should grow into its elegant best without 
a protracted wait.  3	 B	 I	 $70.00
ir CHÂTEAU LA CABANNE Pomerol 2014
Clean, a little hesitant and lacking authority on the nose with but 
a smattering of red cherry fruit to its name and similarly on the 
sparing side once in the mouth, this far-from-opulent wine may 
count energy as a plus, but it runs to drying tannins a little too 
soon and winds up a bit hard at the finish. While it will be helped 
by a few years of smoothing, aging alone cannot fill in all of the 
spaces that need filling.  3	 B	 A	 $40.00
** jm CHÂTEAU CANON Saint-Émilion 2014
Highly perfumed and suggestive of raspberries and ripe plums 
with subtle top notes of sweet spice and dried flowers on the 
nose, the 2014 Château Canon is a wine of quiet strength rather 
than one that makes a point of flexing its muscles and shows a 
lovely sense of refinement from beginning to end. It is bright and 
balanced and somewhat tender in feel, and, while holding tannin 
in check, it is a lively, well-structured claret that will age gracefully 
by dint of its careful composition.  3	 B	 A	 $75.00
* is CHÂTEAU CANON-LA-GAFFELIÈRE Saint-Émilion 2014
Although the recipient of high praise in much of the wine press, 

our sample of Château Canon-la-Gaffelière impressed as being 
fairly withdrawn and not at all forthcoming in fruit. Its relatively 
subdued suggestions of cassis and black cherries remained in 
the background throughout, and, if reasonably well-structured, 
the wine seemed a bit light on extract at its heart. It may be that 
our bottle was suffering from its recent trans-Atlantic trip, but 
on the day of its tasting, it simply did not measure up to the best 
of its vintage mates from Saint-Émilion.		3	 B	 A	 $65.00
* jl CHÂTEAU LA COUSPAUDE Saint-Émilion 2014
Ripe, rich and fairly forward with the emphasis on well-defined, 
black cherry fruit throughout, La Couspaude shows an affinity to 
California in its sustained juiciness. It is moderately fleshy and 
firmed by a fine spine of structural tannin that ensures a good 
half-dozen or more years of positive growth, yet it is sufficiently 
fruity to find favor in the short term with those willing to put up 
with a bit of youthful astringency.  3	 B	 A	 $50.00
* jl CHÂTEAU LA DOMINIQUE Saint-Émilion 2014
Presently inclined more to extract than to nuance and a wine of 
considerable heft on the palate, this mouthfilling effort conveys 
plenty of potency and will need some time if layering and polish 
are to be counted among its assets. That it has the substance 
and structure to age is beyond question, but it is decidedly sturdy 
stuff that tends to toughness now and our choice would be to 
lay it away for another six to ten years.  3	 B	 A	 $45.00

** jo CLOS FOURTET Saint-Émilion 2014
One of the top Saint-Émilion offerings from 2014 and a wine of 
marvelous richness, definition and depth, Clos Fourtet hits all of 
the right marks in this outing and does so with great precision 
and flair. It leads with a wonderfully pure and very expressive 
nose of optimally ripened cherries and currants and follows with 
lengthy, like-minded flavors of great concentration. Its ample 
tannins provide plenty of structural grip without impeding its 
message of continuous fruit in the least, but know that this is a 
wine of enormous potential that absolutely demands age. Do 
not even think about pulling its cork for another five years, and 
we see every reason to believe that it will age beautifully for a 
decade and more.  3	 B	 A	 $85.00
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* iu CHÂTEAU LA GAFFELIÈRE Saint-Émilion 2014
Ripe and yet a bit tighter and less forthcoming with regard to 
specific fruit on the nose and smelling of minerals, dusty soils 
and woodsy spice as much or more than it is of black cherries, 
this bottling follows apace with compact, comparatively tight 
flavors and takes on a notably tannic bite en route to a slightly 
drying finish. It is structured to age and will undoubtedly grow 
more complex as it does, but we have questions as to whether 
or not it has the fruity conviction to become as complete as the 
best of its appellation companions.  3	 B	 A	 $55.00
* jl CHÂTEAU GAZIN Pomerol 2014
Sporting a little more richness and range on the nose than most 
of its companions from Pomerol in our tastings and intimating a 
bit of Merlot succulence that carries on into its slightly plumped-
up flavors, this wine keys on black cherry fruit with suggestions 
of loam and sweet toast emerging here and there. It is supple in 
feel and nicely balanced with carefully fit tannins providing good 
potential for aging, and it is, all in all, the Pomerol that we would 
pick to lay away for a half-decade or so.  3	 B	 A	 $65.00
ir CHÂTEAU LA POINTE Pomerol 2014
If initially a little fruitier and more fully fleshed out than most of 
its nearby neighbors, the 2014 Château La Pointe proves to be a 
bit frontal in its appeal, at least for the present, and trends to 
ungenerous hardness in the late going. That said, its early fruit 
does not disappear, but it struggles to stay in frame at the finish, 
and four or five years will need to pass before the wine’s overly 
pushy tannins ease.  3	 B	 A	 $40.00

THE LEFT BANK

* jl CHÂTEAU D’ARMAILHAC Pauillac 2014
Sporting a slightly juicy aspect that smacks of Merlot in its mildly 
creamy, oak-enriched aromas and an engaging, well-filled wine 
that flirts with a bit of polished opulence at one moment and then 
shows a sense of youthful firmness and nerve at the next, the 
2014 Château d’Armailhac hits the mark smartly in terms of its 
balance and length. While it has the tannic backbone to support 
lengthy keeping, it is involving stuff now and a little self-discipline 
is needed lest it be drunk up too soon.  3	 B	 A	 $45.00

** jn CHÂTEAU BEYCHEVELLE Saint-Julien 2014
As attractive and expressive as its layered aromas of ripe currants 
and cherries may be, the 2014 Beychevelle is even better on the 
palate. It is fleshy and full and abounds in deep, very pure fruit, 
but it has a more serious side and offers glimpses of guaranteed 
complexity to come. Its fruity richness is matched by marvelous 
energy and freshness to spare, and, while it is wonderfully alive 
and enticing right now, it is far from being the wine it will be 
when opened on its tenth anniversary by smart collectors who 
wisely chose to stash a few bottles away.  3	 B	 A	 $80.00

* jl CHÂTEAU BRANAIRE-DUCRU Saint-Julien 2014
At first a touch light and lean with subdued, cherry-like fruit that 
is a bit slow on the uptake in the nose and that similarly takes 
its time to show up in the mouth, this initially shy Saint-Julien is 
easy enough to dismiss as being slightly deficient in richness, but 
it reminds that first impressions can be misleading when dealing 
with very young wines. Its fruit gradually emerges and what was 
limited and tight becomes elegant, bright and balanced. It is not 
now nor ever will be an especially full or extravagant wine, but 
it gets good marks for its subtle sophistication and its promise of 
finesse with time.  3	 B	 I	 $50.00
* iu CHÂTEAU BRANE-CANTENAC Margaux 2014
Sporting an intriguing element of warm spice overlying its slow-
to-form black cherry and currant fruit, this firmly built bottling 
is on the tight and nascent side at the moment but coveys a fine 
sense of fruity solidity all the same. It is moderately tannic without 
tipping to unyielding toughness, and all that stands between it 
and the refinement that we look for in good Margaux is five or 
six years of patience.  3	 B	 A	 $55.00

* jl CHÂTEAU CANTENAC BROWN Margaux 2014
Ripe and quietly suggestive of currants yet still not nearly in full 
bloom on the nose and following accordingly with well-sustained, 
but fairly compact flavors that very much speak to its youth, this 
firmly balanced bottling slowly unfolds in the glass and offers a 
tantalizing look at fruit before retreating under the weight of its 
slightly gritty tannins. It clearly needs a wait, a minimum of five 
or six years is advised, and its fruity credentials are such that aging 
comes without any risk.  3	 B	 A	 $45.00
* is CHÂTEAU COS LABORY Saint-Estèphe 2014
Cos Labory’s bottlings are always wines of solidity and rarely of 
grace, but, if adhering to the essential Saint-Estèphe norms of 
tightness and tannic grip, this latest version offers up a little more 
forthright fruit than experience predicts. It feigns early suppleness 
before showing its structural bones, and its toughness will need a 
half-dozen or so years before easing.  3	 B	 A	 $35.00

** jm CHÂTEAU LES CARMES HAUT-BRION 2014
Pessac-Léognan. Rich, well-extracted, blackcurrant fruit leads 
the way in the nose and it is joined by complexing notes of sweet 
oak, toast and glimmers of dark earth all of which are sustained 
throughout the length of this well-made effort’s continuous and 
ample flavors. Cabernet Franc is in the majority here, and, while 
the wine is moderately tannic, it is free of abrasive astringency 
and looks destined to reach stylish maturity some six to eight 
years down the line.  3	 B	 A	 $60.00
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* is CHÂTEAU CHASSE-SPLEEN Moulis 2014
Moderately fruity, yet fairly tight right from the start and a little 
pulled-back at most every stop, this slightly sinewy, well-balanced 
middleweight teases with glimpses of cassis but, for the nonce, 
is something less than outgoing. Suppleness, if it is to come and 
there are reasons to believe that it will, lies a few years ahead, and 
there is fruit enough at this one’s heart to make a half-decade of 
keeping worthwhile.  3	 B	 A	 $35.00
* jl CHÂTEAU CLERC MILON Pauillac 2014
Immediately impressing as a Pauillac with an extra measure of 
stuffing and incisively focused on the curranty fruit of Cabernet 
Sauvignon even though counting a fair percentage of Merlot in 
its cépage, this very solid effort deftly walks a fine line between 
refinement and muscled substance. It is moderately tannic, but 
it is not unduly astringent and, if never brooding or opaque in its 
fruit, it is an ageworthy wine that very much begs to be left 
alone for another five or six years.  3	 B	 A	 $60.00

** jm DOMAINE DE CHEVALIER Pessac-Léognan 2014
Yet another standout from Pessac-Léognan and a decidedly deep 
offering that is uncannily graceful for the substantial wine that 
it is, the 2014 Domaine de Chevalier is long on explicit, very well-
defined fruit and shows a marked sense of sophistication despite 
being buttressed by plenty of youthful tannin. It is nicely filled 
and moderately full-bodied but is less concerned with muscle 
and sinew than it is with structured finesse. Its polished richness 
is likely to encourage hasty drinking, and, if impatience is entirely 
understandable, please know that six to ten years of waiting will 
be handsomely repaid.  3	 B	 A	 $60.00
* iu CHÂTEAU GRAND-PUY DUCASSE Pauillac 2014
Although fairly open and nicely filled out in the nose with notes 
of sweet cassis and red cherries comfortably joined by suggestions 
of tobacco and dried herbs, this fairly sturdy, medium-full-bodied 
working demands a little more effort in accessing its not-nearly-
so-forthcoming flavors. It is not abrasively tannic so much as it is 
in need of a bit more buoyancy and fruity drive, but it does not 
give up that which it has and impresses as a wine that will come 
into its own with mid-term aging.  3	 B	 A	 $40.00
* jl CHÂTEAU GRAND-PUY LACOSTE Pauillac 2014
If in some ways mimicking its partner from Château Grand-Puy 
Ducasse insofar as it leads with a relatively accessible, mineral- 
and tobacco-accented nose of ripe currants and cherries that 
takes no work to appreciate, but a deeper and broader wine on 
the palate, this well-crafted claret is at once tasty and balanced 
with a neatly integrated streak of fine-grained tannins lending 
spine without being at all obvious. It is easy to taste now yet has 
the fruity reserve we look for when choosing wines for our cellar. 
Tag it for drinking starting in three or four years and bet big on 
its chances for improving with ten.  3	 B	 A	 $60.00
* jl CHÂTEAU GRUAUD-LAROSE Saint-Julien 2014
Hard-charging, fully ripe fruit leaps to the fore here with such 
authority as to make comparisons with Napa Valley Cabernets at 
least slightly valid. It is rich, it is juicy and it is very supple in feel 

with near-silky tannins and a deft bit of acidity affording a 
buoyant lift to its finish. It is the kind of wine that will age due 
to its careful balance and fruity depth rather than brawn and 
bone, and, if it will be tasty in the fairly near future, it will remain 
so for years down the line.  3	 B	 I	 $60.00
* iu CHÂTEAU DURFORT-VIVENS Margaux 2014
A bit understated but nicely defined and possessing a quiet sense 
of richness that bodes well for its future, this very steady Margaux 
shows fine linearity and length. It is neither flashy nor reserved 
to a fault and counts excellent balance on the positive side of its 
ledger, and, if never likely to become an intense, full-throated 
wine, it smacks of refinement and will do so even more if allowed 
to rest for a few years.  3	 B	 A	 $45.00
* jl CHÂTEAU GISCOURS Margaux 2014
Nicely ripened black cherry fruit takes the early lead in the nose 
and is backed up by elements of cedar and mildly woodsy spice 
that become more pronounced with air, and that same fruit once 
again holds sway in the wine’s relatively straightforward flavors. 
Though not brutally tannic and, in fact, for the most part fairly 
polished, this one does get a bit gruff in the eleventh hour and 
commends five years of smoothing after which time it is likely to 
show a little more reach and range.  3	 B	 A	 $50.00
* iu CHÂTEAU HAUT-BAGES LIBÉRAL Pauillac 2014
It may not jump from the glass or impress with its boldness and 
brawn, but this mannerly, very solidly fruited Pauillac is all claret 
in its focus, careful composition and studied restraint. It leaves 
bombast to others, but its inclination to quiet should in no way 
be mistaken for a lack of substance or depth, and its polished, 
not-too-tannic construction suggests that it will grow into graceful 
maturity after a relatively short rest in the cellar. Check in on it in 
three or four, and do not wait for ten.  3	 B	 I	 $40.00

** jn CHÂTEAU HAUT-BAILLY Pessac-Léognan 2014
This rich and decidedly concentrated working is as solidly fruited 
as any in the very successful 2014 Pessac-Léognan contingent, 
yet it goes well beyond being simply fruity and offers up a lovely, 
layered mix of cassis, ripe berries, plums, black olives and loam 
all overlain by a careful veneer of sweet oak. It is weighty and yet 
fairly light on its feet with excellent, seamlessly fit acidity and 
temperate tannins providing the structural integrity to guarantee 
even better ahead, and, if likely to invite drinking in as few as 
three or four years, it fully deserves to be laid away for at least 
twice as long. It is a keeper.  3	 B	 A	 $80.00
* jl CHÂTEAU LAFON-ROCHET Saint-Estèphe 2014
Not all that many years back the designation of Saint-Estèphe 
was a sure guarantor of brooding mass and unruly tannins, but 
things have changed since Merlot has claimed a bigger role in the   
district’s wines. While hardly the picture of primness and polish, 
this sturdy, solidly built youngster musters plenty of well-extracted  
fruit and bears faint relation to its more brooding and backward 
predecessors. Although it has the tannins to keep, it is surprisingly 
easy to taste even now, and it is on track to improve for another 
five to ten years.  3	 B	 A	 $40.00
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* jl CHÂTEAU LA LAGUNE Haut-Médoc 2014
There is plenty to like about the latest edition of La Lagune starting 
with its enticing smells of dark cherries, cassis, briar and pencil-
box spice, and, while tending to tannin early on in the mouth, 
the wine follows up on its aromatic promise with focused, well-
sustained flavors that reprise both the fruity depth and range of 
its moderately complex nose. Hard enough at the finish to warn 
off early drinking but not so astringent as to make for worrisome 
keeping, it is best set aside for a minimum of five years and can be 
expected to grow for five after that.  3	 B	 A	 $45.00
* is CHÂTEAU LANGOA-BARTON Saint-Julien 2014
Comparatively scaled back when measured against its cousins 
from nearby and a moderately tannic Saint-Julien that requires at 
least a short leap of faith to earn a place in the cellar, this one has 
the sturdy frame of a wine meant for keeping, but the fruit to 
adequately repay waiting fails to step up in any confident way. It 
has been highly reviewed in some quarters, but this bottle on 
this day did not wow.  3	 B	 A	 $50.00
* iu CHÂTEAU LARRIVET HAUT-BRION 2014
Pessac-Léognan. Starting out on a positive note with a fresh, 
lightly perfumed nose of red cherries, blackberries, dried flowers 
and a bare kiss of sweet oak, this easy-to-like offering likewise 
delivers a good deal of up-front appeal once in the mouth. While 
not quite as potent or dense as its more extracted cousins, it is a 
decidedly tasty young wine with a good tannic spine and shows 
more than enough tactile grip to commend a stay in the cellar of 
some four or five years.  3	 B	 I	 $40.00

** jm CHÂTEAU LASCOMBES Margaux 2014
Suffice it to say that Château Lascombes is in very fine form in 
this vintage and, by a small margin, earns the nod as our favorite 
among the half-dozen successful 2014s we tasted from well-
known Margaux properties. It is a rich, very well-filled wine that 
exhibits fine extraction, and, if not the boldest west-bank bottling 
to be had, it has plenty of fruity volume and push as well as the 
careful structure to age into better over time. Hurried drinking 
can be forgiven, but it should ideally sit for another five or six 
years. Patience will have its rewards.  3	 B	 A	 $75.00
* iu CHÂTEAU LÉOVILLE-BARTON Saint-Julien 2014
Showing a bit more fruity muscle than its close neighbor from 
the adjacent Château Langoa-Barton, this concentrated, nicely 
filled bottling shares some of the same tannic solidity but has 
more richness and depth to its credit. It, too, calls for patience 
and its recommendation is contingent on a full five or six years of 
age, but the path ahead is promising and its future does not hinge 
on an unexpected turn of good luck.  3	 B	 A	 $75.00
* jl CHÂTEAU LÉOVILLE-POYFERRE Saint-Julien 2014
Articulate in its fruit and conveying a fine sense of depth that is 
apparent from the very first sniff, this fleshy, slightly sinewy and 

moderately full-bodied wine is buttressed by a full dose of young 
tannins but has more than enough fruity stuffing to buffer its 
obvious, back-end astringency. It is not forbiddingly austere, yet 
it is definitely in need of time, and we anticipate that at least a 
half-dozen years will need to pass before it loosens up and actively 
begins to emerge from its shell.  3	 B	 A	 $70.00

** jn CHÂTEAU PAPE-CLÉMENT Pessac-Léognan 2014
Intensely aromatic and equally intense on the palate with a full 
complement of impressively extracted, juicy blackcurrant fruit at 
center stage from first sniff to finish, the 2014 Château Pape-
Clément ups the ante in terms of ripeness and sheer richness. It 
is the most lavish example of the Pessac-Léognans under review 
this month, and it is possible to see a touch of California in its 
bold, but well-polished style. It is not overdone, nor does it go 
dangerously to the brink, and it exhibits a measure of refinement 
not always found in wines of its amplitude, yet, in the end, scene-
stealing tannins bring things to end for now and mandate eight 
to ten years of cellaring.  3	 B	 A	 $80.00
* jl CHÂTEAU PHELAN SÉGUR Saint Estèphe 2014
One of its appellation’s unsung stars and a wine that is particularly 
appealing in 2014, this ample wine shows the traditionally sturdy 
aspects of Saint Estèphe, yet it is no slave to astringency, and it 
boasts a fine complement of readily perceived fruit. It confidently 
keys on blackcurrants and cherries and has the requisite tannic 
foundation for successful aging, and, given six to eight years in 
which to develop, it should rival a good many of its far costlier 
west-side neighbors.  3	 B	 A	 $40.00
* iu CHÂTEAU PRIEURÉ-LICHINE Margaux 2014
As a bunch, the 2014 Margaux selected for tasting showed very 
well, and this one stood out for its fine depth and comfortable 
balance. It intimates polish from the very first sniff and largely 
lives up to that promise, but it inclines at the last minute to back-
palate dryness and ends with an obvious tannic bite that contrasts 
the refinement with which it starts. It is not a big or extravagant 
wine, but it has the stuffing to age and keep nicely, and time is 
definitely on its side.  3	 B	 A	 $40.00
* jl CHÂTEAU SMITH HAUT LAFITE 2014
Pessac-Léognan. Striking out on a path of its own and surprisingly 
open given its tender years, this friendly, generously fruited wine 
tips ever so slightly to ripeness and is supple and fairly full in feel. 
Happily, its singularly accessible, close-to-plush style does not 
come at the cost of undue softness, and it is underpinned by a 
nice note of firming tannin at the finish. It should not take too 
long before rounding into shape, and, if sure to last for ten years 
or more, it will be drinking quite nicely by the time it reaches its 
fifth birthday.  3	 B	 I	 $75.00
* iu CHÂTEAU TALBOT Saint-Julien 2014
Slightly juicy and generously fruity but a touch simple at present 
and given to fairly aggressive tannins, Château Talbot’s 2014 may 
show early gleanings of suppleness but it is, for the time being, 
a fairly tough customer that needs to be hidden away out of sight 
and mind for a good six to ten years. Its evident austerity noted, 
its grasp on fruit never lets go and the extended keeping it needs 
comes entirely without risk.  3	 B	 A	 $55.00
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In Alameda, across the Bay from San Francisco, and the home of Connoisseurs’ Guide and the Rock Wall Winery among other attractions, is a very 
fine restaurant, Pappo, by name. The place is run by John Theil whose credentials include stops at the posh Huntington in San Francisco and the 
revered Bay Wolf in Oakland. This guy can cook. But he is also a bit of a wine nut and an occasional member of our tasting panel. The other day, 
John decided it was time to put some of his older wines to the test and invited a group of friends and yours truly to his place to taste a run of Dunn 
Cabernets that should be nearing maturity. The vintages chosen ranged from 1994 to 1998, and there have been few such runs in which every year 
was so very different from that which preceded it. It promised to be an instructive tasting, and it was.

It is now a long-proven fact to those who pay attention rather than shooting from the lip that California Cabernets do age well. There are vintages 
in which the local wines have aged far better than their Gallic counterparts and vintages in which the French have shown better and longer. But, 
when it comes to the better California Cabs from good vintages, we have every right to expect them to hold up in bottle for twenty years and beyond.

Randy Dunn’s wines have long enjoyed a deserved reputation for ageworthiness, so anything less than a fine performance would have been a disap-
pointment. His wines are generally a little lower in alcohol than most of their fancy Napa counterparts, and Mr. Dunn has spared few words in argu-
ing that high ripeness takes away from rather than adds to the attractiveness of Cabernet Sauvignon. We disagree to that as the only way to go and can 
point to many very ripe wines that have aged remarkably well—among them, Staglin, Chappellet and Shafer Hillside. Still, ripeness level is not what 
was at issue here but longevity, and in that regard, these wines were near perfect reflections of what their respective vintages had to offer.  Each was 
fascinating in its own right, and more so, when examined in light of vintage expectations. If you, like us, have some of them in your cellar, you will 
find yourself reading on with pleasure, especially if you will now pull out those wines whose two decades have seen them reach attractive maturity.

1994 Howell Mountain--Totally Brilliant
Here is a wine now running past two decades and showing so well that it seems likely to hold up for another decade and maybe two. Its aromas are 
rich, deep, layered and oh-so inviting, and its texture is nothing short of textbook perfect for an older wine with potential to keep on going. The 
temptation to call it open and soft does arise at first, but then the back half of the wine speaks with firmness, more than enough grip and great 
length. It was not only the wine of the night, but, among the wines of the year, few will be able to surpass its combination of energy, texture, range 
and out-and-out deliciousness. Every taster placed this wine first in preference order. Bravo, Mr. Dunn.

1995 Howell Mountain—Sturdy As She Goes
The 94s from Napa were filled with fruit. The 95s made their bones on their solidity, tightness and potential. They never were as voluptuous as the 
94s and promised to last longer. Such was the case here, but with a caveat or two. Here is a wine this is twenty years old and counting, and its muscles 
are still evident. One has to conclude that they will always be in frame, no matter how much one likes the wine. We did, but it was controversial 
because it was not open, accessible and inviting. John served a seared ribeye and a lamb T-bone with the wines, and it took the richness of the meat 
to bring out the best of this wine. So, while older Cabs often can go with richer foods that do not require brawn, this wine still wants a gnarly hunk 
of well-prepared beast. It should hold in bottle for another decade and could go on from there.

1996 Napa Valley—A Good Wine From An Average Vintage
Nobody has much good to say about 1996. Its wines, while not without worth, have not been valued highly. And this wine, the only bottling in the 
tasting that did not boast a Howell Mountain appellation, showed pretty much as expected. It had none of the highlights of a great wine yet also had 
lasted the two decades in remarkably good shape. While there seems little room for further growth here, that is no crime when one considers its 
starting point and that twenty years of good performance is not to be sneezed at. We often argue with those who diss California wines as unworthy 
of cellaring and hold that our Cabs easily hold for two decades. Here is wine from a less-than-stellar vintage that has done just that. No one should 
be asking for more.

1997 Howell Mountain—Showing The Vintage Tendency to Ripeness
Even allowing that Mr. Dunn’s wines are made at lower alcohols than many others, they are still the children of the Napa Valley and cannot escape 
to a different place just because the grapes have been picked a bit lower on the ripeness scale. One can smell that ripeness here, and even though 
the flavors of the wine are not given over to density and extract, there is a drift to what seems to be slightly drier fruit and higher concentration. 
Age has not overcome the wine and will not for some years hence, but it is not so much a “Dunn” wine as a Napa wine in this vintage. It can safely 
be held further, perhaps a decade, but it is not going to achieve the brilliance of the 1994.

1998 Howell Mountain—The Big Surprise (Or Not)
Not long after the grapes had come into the wineries and were finishing up their fermentations, this cool vintage was awarded a big “black eye” by 
some commentators. And it has worn that unfortunate adornment ever since. Truth be told, some others, CGCW included, argued that the vintage 
was not a failure so much as a lighter, earlier maturing one. California does not usually produce such vintages. Our wines are almost always ripe 
whether wholly successful or not, but it is the rare year that produces lighter wines. Still, the big surprise here was the diametrically opposing 
views of the tasters on this night. Those who liked the soft, open, ready-to-drink-now state of this wine ranked it near the top. Others, ourselves 
included, felt like its openness also reflected a shortfall in structure and a slight lack of convincing continuity from front to back regardless of how 
well it had started out at the front of the palate. 

The Bottom Line—All Good and What A Treat
When a wine like the 1998 lasts twenty years and is still delivering lots to like, then it is a sure sign that the genre can last as long as anyone has 
any right to expect. And when a wine like the 1994 reaches sublime heights and promises to keep on going, it makes the point again about the high 
ageworthiness of our best wines in good vintages. 

Dunn Cabernet Sauvignons Show Off at 20 Years and Counting



Connoisseurs’ Series

** FREEMARK ABBEY Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 2012, 
** SOJOURN CELLARS Proprietary Cuvée Napa Valley 2013 and 
**	SOJOURN CELLARS Cabernet Sauvignon Oakville 2013.
. 

Created by the California Wine Club exclusively for Connoisseurs’ 
Guide readers, and featuring only our two-star and three-star 
selections, the CONNOISSEURS’ SERIES wine-of-the month club 
makes hard to get wines available for you. Featured this month are: 

For more information about CONNOISSEURS’ SERIES, please call the California Wine Club at 1-800-777-4443 or visit www.cawineclub.com/connseries
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Best Buys in the Market
CHARDONNAY

Most wine lovers would agree that a twenty-dollar bill does not go nearly so far as it used to, but it turns out that 
some very good, star-winning Chardonnays can be had for a “Jackson,” and you might even have some change 
coming your way. The lithe, very well-balanced * SARAH’S VINEYARD Santa Clara Valley 2014 ($20.00) is just 
such an example, and the fresh and fruity * SANTA BARBARA WINERY Santa Barbara County 2015 ($17.00) 
exhibits much more richness and depth than is the norm for Chardonnays of its price. The weighty and well-filled 
* REPLICA Retrofit North Coast 2015 ($20.00) is a Chardonnay that those who fancy a weighty, oak-enriched 
version will not want to miss, while juicy, fresh-apple fruit is the driver of the pert and polished * KENWOOD 
Sonoma County 2015 ($17.00). The gracefully oaked * LULI Santa Lucia Highlands 2014 ($20.00) gets an 
enthusiastic “Best Buy” nod for its balance and fine varietal focus, and, last but by no means least, the surprisingly 

rich and generously fruited * CHIME North Coast 2015 ($12.00) ranks among the better white wine values, regardless of variety, that have 
recently come our way.

When it comes to tasty red wines that can be found for twenty-dollars or less, Zinfandel performs like no other, 
but, if costing just a bit more, two noteworthy, 90-point bottlings from SOBON ESTATE earn top honors on this 
month’s roster of Best Buys.  The big, bold and ripe * SOBON ESTATE ReZerve Paul’s Vineyard Amador County 
2015 ($24.00) and its equally rich, slightly more tannic mate, the * SOBON ESTATE ReZerve Amador County 
2015 ($24.00) are expressive, ageworthy offerings that are guaranteed to bring a smile to the face of every serious 
Zin aficionado. The * STEELE Pacini Vineyard Mendocino 2013 ($19.00) is a hearty, mouthfilling effort that 
is absolutely bursting with ripe, blackberry fruit, as is the * CLINE Ancient Vines Contra Costa County 2015 
($20.00), yet another Zin that delivers lots of fruity bang for the buck. The deep and fully ripened * BORJÓN 
Reposado Amador County 2014 ($20.00) takes a slightly more polished stance without sacrificing any of the variety’s richness and heady fruit, 
and it is joined in winning endorsement this month by the bright and berry-like * ALEXANDER VALLEY VINEYARDS Sin Zin Alexander 
Valley 2014 ($20.00) and the trim, nicely balanced * TERRA D’ORO Amador County 2015 ($18.00). On the slightly sturdier side of things, 
it would be hard to find a more priceworthy Zin than the gutsy * BONTERRA Mendocino County 2015 ($16.00) and, from a producer that has 
lately been making a regular appearance on our list of outstanding values, the * MONTEVINA Skyland Ridge Amador County 2014 ($12.00) is 
a distinctive, exceptionally well-made Zinfandel that is simply without peer at the price.

Given the time and effort that goes into making fine Méthode Champenoise sparklers, we have always been surprised 
that so many are as affordable as they are, and we know of few better ways to make any meal a bit better that to 
start with a glass of good bubbly. The racy and refined ** ROEDERER ESTATE Brut Anderson Valley ($23.00) 
continues to rank among the better buys to be had, and the rich and yeasty * GLORIA FERRER Blanc de Noirs 
Carneros ($22.00), the irrepressibly fruity * MUMM Brut Rosé Napa County ($24.00) and the graceful * RACK 
& RIDDLE Blanc de Blancs North Coast ($20.00) will add a special touch to any occasion without breaking the 
bank. And, to make a good thing even better, it is not at all uncommon to find most at favorable discounts through-
out the year.

  

ZINFANDEL

SPARKLING WINE
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Write to us at PO Box V, Alameda, CA 94501. Our phone is 510-865-3150.  
Fax: 510-865-4843.  Email: cgcw@aol.com.  Web: www.cgcw.com.

June 2017 Index 
PINOT NOIR
  iq  ACROBAT Oregon  2015

  iq  ADELAIDA HMR Estate Vineyard    2015

  ip  ADELAIDA Adelaida District  2015

*   jl  ANCIEN Red Dog Vineyard    2014

*   it  ANCIEN Fiddlestix Vineyard    2014

*   is  ANCIEN Shea Vineyard Oregon  2014

*   is  BAILEYANA Firepeak Edna Valley  2015

*   jl  BECKON Bien Nacido Vineyard  2015 

***  jq  BLUE FARM Anna Katherina Farmhouse 2014

**   jo  BLUE FARM Anna Katherina Vineyard  2014

**   jo  BLUE FARM King Ridge Vyd Hirsch  2014

**   jn  BLUE FARM King Ridge Vineyard  2014

*   iu  BLUE FARM Gap’s Crown Vineyard  2014

*   is  BLUE FARM 1861 Vineyard    2014

  ip  CASTLE ROCK Willamette Valley  2015

  ip  CASTLE ROCK California Cuvée    2014

*   jl  CHALLEN Jasper Santa Maria Valley  2013

*   it  CHALLEN Lindsay’s Vineyard    2014

*   is  CHALLEN Bentrock Vineyard    2014

*   is  CHALLEN Zotovich Vineyard    2014

  ip  CHALLEN Scarlett Sta. Rita Hills  2014

**   jm  CHASSEUR Russian River Valley  2015

*   iu  CHASSEUR Sonoma Coast  2015

  iq  CHESSMAN Santa Maria Valley  2014

  iq  CHIME North Coast  2015

*   iu  CLAIBORNE & CHURCHILL Estate Classic 2015

*   is  CLAIBORNE & CHURCHILL Twin Creeks  2015

  iq  CLOS LA CHANCE Reserve    2013

  ip  COSA OBRA Sonoma Coast  2015

*   jl  DERBY Derbyshire Vineyard  2012

**   jo  DONUM Anderson Valley  2014

**   jo  DONUM Single Vyd Russian River Vly  2014

*   jm  DONUM Single Vineyard Carneros  2014

**   jn  DRNK Ellenbach Vineyard    2014

*   GV jl  DRNK Cavers Cuvée    2015

*   GV jl  DRNK Cavers Cuvée    2014

*   is  DRKN Hallberg Vineyard    2014

  ir  DRNK Hallberg Vineyard    2015

  iq  DRNK Anderson Valley  2014

**   jm  DUTTON GOLDFIELD Dutton Ranch  2015

*   jl  DUTTON GOLDFIELD Redwood Ridge  2014

  ir  FATHER JOHN Anderson Valley  2015

  ip  FATHER JOHN Vieilles Vignes    2015

  io  FATHER JOHN Vine Hill Road  2015

  iq  FIRESTONE Reserve Sta. Rita Hills  2015

  ip  FOG THEORY Sta. Rita Hills  2014

*   jl  FOLEY Bar Lazy S Ranch Sta. Rita Hills 2014

*   jl  FOLEY JA Ranch Sta. Rita Hills  2014

*   iu  FOLEY T Anchor Ranch Sta. Rita Hills  2014

  ir  FOLEY Barrel Select Sta. Rita Hills  2014

**   jn  FREEMAN Akiko’s Cuvée    2014

**   jm  FREEMAN Russian River Valley  2014

*   jl  FREEMAN Yu-ki Estate    2014

*   jl  FREEMAN Sonoma Coast  2014

  iq  FREEMAN Gloria Estate   2014

*   is  FROSTWATCH Bennett Valley  2013

*   iu  KING ESTATE Domaine    2014

*   is  KING ESTATE Pfeiffer Vineyards  2014

  ir  KING ESTATE Bradshaw Vineyard  2014

  ir  KING ESTATE Hyland Vineyard   2014

  iq  KING ESTATE Nicholas Vineyard   2014

*   iu  LINCOURT Lindsay’s Sta. Rita Hills  2014

  ir  LINCOURT Willie Mae Sta. Rita Hills  2014

  ip  LINCOURT Annie Dyer Sta. Rita Hills  2014

*   jl  LUCIE Widdoes Vineyard    2015

*   is  LUCIE Bacigalupi Vineyard    2015

*   iu  MARIMAR Stony Block    2014

*   is  MARIMAR Cristina    2014

**   jm  MORGAN Double L Vineyard  2015

*   jl  O’CONNOR Russian River Valley  2014

*   it  REAPER Sta. Rita Hills  2014

  iq  REPLICA Label Envy North Coast  2015

  iq  REPLICA Misbehaved California  2015

**   jm  ROAR Garys’ Vineyard    2015

*   jl  ROAR Santa Lucia Highlands  2015

*   iu  ROAR Sierra Mar Vineyard  2015

**   jm  ROESSLER Bogey Sonoma Coast  2015

*   jl  ROESSLER Lennox Russian River Valley  2015

*   it  ROESSLER Black Pine Sonoma Coast  2015

*   is  ROESSLER 3 BBL Sonoma Coast  2015

2014 BORDEAUX
RIGHT BANK
*   is  CH. BEAUREGARD Pomerol  2014

**   jm  CH. BEAU-SÉJOUR BÉCOT St.-Émilion  2014

*   iu  CH. LE BON PASTEUR Pomerol  2014

  ir  CH. LA CABANNE Pomerol  2014

**   jm  CH. CANON Saint-Émilion  2014

*   is  CH. CANON-LA-GAFFELIÈRE St.-Émilion 2014

*   jl  CH. LA COUSPAUDE Saint-Émilion  2014

*   jl  CH. LA DOMINIQUE Saint-Émilion  2014

**   jo  CLOS FOURTET Saint-Émilion  2014

*   iu  CH. LA GAFFELIÈRE Saint-Émilion  2014

*   jl  CH. GAZIN Pomerol  2014

  ir  CH. LA POINTE Pomerol  2014

LEFT BANK
*  jl  CH. D’ARMAILHAC Pauillac  2014

**   jn  CH. BEYCHEVELLE Saint-Julien  2014

*   jl  CH. BRANAIRE-DUCRU Saint-Julien  2014

*   iu  CH. BRANE-CANTENAC Margaux  2014

*   jl  CH. CANTENAC BROWN Margaux  2014

*   is  CH. COS LABORY Saint-Estèphe  2014

**   jm  CH. LES CARMES HAUT-BRION  2014

*   is  CH. CHASSE-SPLEEN Moulis  2014

*   jl  CH. CLERC MILON Pauillac  2014

**   jm  DOM. DE CHEVALIER Pessac-Léognan  2014

*   iu  CH. GRAND-PUY DUCASSE Pauillac  2014

*   jl  CH. GRAND-PUY LACOSTE Pauillac  2014

*   jl  CH. GRUAUD-LAROSE Saint-Julien  2014

*   iu  CH. DURFORT-VIVENS Margaux  2014

*   jl  CH. GISCOURS Margaux  2014

*   iu  CH. HAUT-BAGES LIBÉRAL Pauillac  2014

**   jn  CH. HAUT-BAILLY Pessac-Léognan  2014

*   jl  CH. LAFON-ROCHET Saint-Estèphe  2014

*   jl  CH. LA LAGUNE Haut-Médoc  2014

*   is  CH. LANGOA-BARTON Saint-Julien  2014

*   iu  CH. LARRIVET HAUT-BRION  2014

**   jm  CH. LASCOMBES Margaux  2014

*   iu  CH. LÉOVILLE-BARTON Saint-Julien  2014

*   jl  CH. LÉOVILLE-POYFERRE Saint-Julien  2014

**   jn  CH. PAPE-CLÉMENT Pessac-Léognan  2014

*  jl  CH. PHELAN SÉGUR Saint Estèphe  2014

*   iu  CH. PRIEURÉ-LICHINE Margaux  2014

*   jl  CH. SMITH HAUT LAFITE  2014

*   iu  CH. TALBOT Saint-Julien  2014

  ip  ROESSLER Hein Anderson Valley  2015

*   iu  RUSACK Mount Carmel Vineyard   2014

*   is  RUSACK Reserve Sta. Rita Hills  2014

**   jm  SAINTSBURY Lee Vineyard Carneros  2015

**   jn  SAINTSBURY Stanly Ranch Carneros  2015

**	 GV jm  SAINTSBURY Carneros  2015

*   jl  SAINTSBURY Donnelly Creek    2015

*   is  SAINTSBURY Sundawg Ridge Vyd 2015

*   is  SAINTSBURY Toyon Farms Carneros  2015

  ir  SAINTSBURY Pratt Vineyard    2015

**   jm  SARAH’S VYD Reserve    2014

  ir  SARAH’S VINEYARD Santa Clara Vly 2014

  ir  SILVER MOUNTAIN Tondre’s Grapefield 2013

  iq  SILVER MOUNTAIN Tondre’s Grapefield 2009

  ip  SILVER MOUNTAIN Miller Hill Vineyard 2011

*   jl  SPELL Weir Vineyard    2015

*   iu  SPELL Alder Springs Vineyard    2015

*   is  SPELL Nichole’s Blend    2015

*   is  SPICY VINES Peter’s Delight    2015

  ip  SPICY VINES Nouveau 2016

*   iu  STEELE Bien Nacido Vineyard Block N  2013

***  jr  TESTAROSSA Niclaire California  2015

**   jo  TESTAROSSA Doctor’s Vineyard  2015

**   jm  TESTAROSSA Garys’ Vineyard  2015

**   jm  TESTAROSSA Graham Family Vyd 2015

*   jl  TESTAROSSA Pisoni Vineyard  2015

*   jl  TESTAROSSA Rosella’s Vineyard  2015

*   jl  TESTAROSSA Sierra Madre Vineyard  2015

*   iu  TESTAROSSA Dos Rubios Vineyard  2015

*   iu  TESTAROSSA Tondre Grapefield  2015

*   iu  TESTAROSSA Sta. Rita Hills  2015

*   it  TESTAROSSA Rincon Vineyard  2015

**   jo  WILLIAMS SELYEM Olivet Lane Vyd 2015

**   jm  WILLIAMS SELYEM Westside Road  2015

*   jl  WILLIAMS SELYEM Terra de Promissio 2015

*   jl  WILLIAMS SELYEM Russian River Vly  2015

*   jl  WILLIAMS SELYEM Central Coast  2015

*   iu  WILLIAMS SELYEM Sonoma Coast  2015

*   it  WILLIAMS SELYEM Sonoma County  2015

 


