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Francis Estalilla MD

In the opinion of many anglers, the opportunity 
to harvest hatchery spring salmon on the 
Columbia River is needlessly restrictive.  After 
all they’re just hatchery fish, right?  Aren’t they 
produced specifically for harvest?  Why should 
our seasons ever be cut short?  

Folks really need to comprehend the very 
basics of managing wild CR spring chinook 
under the mandates of ESA and “impacts”.  
There’s a lot of misunderstanding out there. If 
you can grasp what I am about to share below, 
you’ll have a much better handle on why this 
fishery is managed the way it is.

The key constraint to harvesting the big river’s 
big surplus of hatchery spring chinook is 
called the ESA impact.  The ESA states that 
the sport fishery for hatchery kings can only 
continue until it hits an impact cap of about 
1% of the wild run. When 1% of the wild run 
dies from recreational H&R mortality, then 
the fishery is done.... finis.... all pau.  At the 
official 10% release mortality assigned to the 
fishery, it means the sport fleet may handle 
a total of up to 10% of the wild run and still 
fall within the 1% impact cap.  The inescapable 
mathematical corollary to handling “up to 10% 
of the wild run” is that statistically the sport 

fleet may handle only 10% of the hatchery 
run as well.  I’m sure most of you are thinking, 
“Well that can’t possibly be the case. That 
would mean that the game is rigged to keep us 
off of 90% of the harvestable fish!”

EXACTLY!  The status quo gives the sport 
fleet access to a measly 10% of the available 
hatchery fish.  Preposterous?  Well let me 
explain why.

If the fleet fishes for 45 days in March-April 
and encounters 10% of the entire run, what 
percentage of the wild run is encountered 
in the process?  Simple.... the answer is 10% 
of the wild run.  And what percentage of the 
hatchery run would be encountered?  By the 
same deductive reasoning, the answer is 10% 
of the hatchery run.  If one in ten wild fish dies 
from its H&R encounter, then 1% of the wild 
run is statistically dead when 10% of the run 
has been caught. At that point, we’re officially 
done.

In the end, there are only two things that 
really determine how long we get to stay on 
the water when ODFW/WDFW sets a CR 
springer season:

1) The run-size forecast and 2) our  
pre-determined release mortality rate.

Can We Improve Release Mortality of Columbia Salmon?

CCAPNW Chairman Honored
Gary Loomis, the new General in town
Lt. Governor Owen, center, presents Gary Loomis, founder of 
CCA PNW, Fish First and several fishing rod companies, with 
his commission in the Association of Washington Generals 
honor organization on June 14. To the right is Generals 
Commander Bill Sperry.  Since selling his namesake company 
in 1997, Loomis has devoted himself to establishing and leading 
fishing conservation organizations and continues to be active 
as a consultant in the rod making industry. “Thank you. I will 
continue to do what I can to making Washington a better 
state for fishing,” Loomis told Generals board members in his 
acceptance of the award.

Conservation Opinion

Once those two things are in place, the fleet is 
assigned a total allowable “handle” of salmon 
destined for spawning sites above Bonneville 
Dam. Nothing else really matters. Once that 
total “handle” has been reached, we’re done. 

As far as ESA is concerned, it makes no 
difference how many of them are wild.... it 
could be as high as 20%... 10%.... 5%.... or as 
low as 1%.  When we have touched 10% of the 
entire run, we’ve statistically touched 10% of 
the wild run.  And once that occurs, we have 
statistically killed 1% of the wild run..... GAME 
OVER!

ESA has determined that 1% of the wild run 
is expendable to have a recreational fishery 
targeting hatchery fish. In turn, ODFW and 
WDFW craft seasons that allow us to kill 1% 
of the wild fish.  But even with the agencies’ 
relentless harvest-driven mantra, the current 
rules of the game dictate that the sport fleet is 
denied harvest access to 90% of the available 
hatchery fish!  

So where do we go from here?  Run-size is 
basically out of our direct control... we can’t 
just make fish happen.  If we really want to 
maximize time on the water and gain access 

... continued on page 2
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Can We Improve Release Mortality of Columbia Salmon? Continued from page 1...

Cowlitz Attractant Water –  
Did you know hatchery 
practices can influence how 
quickly fish move upriver?

to more of the available hatchery fish, the key is reducing our release 
mortality.  This is the ONLY factor we as a user group can control in 
determining our own destiny.  Adopting fishing practices that reduce our 
paper release mortality allows ODFW/WDFW to increase our “handle” 
by the same proportion.  This is the surest way for sports to maximize 
time on the water and dead fish in the box.

Take it to the bank.

So here’s the million dollar question (actually several million dollars!).

How many of you would be willing to adopt more fish-friendly 
techniques to gain access to TWICE as many hatchery fish?

Imagine if our C&R mortality could somehow be cut in half.  Potentially 
we could handle up to 20% of the entire run-size before hitting our 
1% impact.  That would be the equivalent of ODFW/WDFW granting 
the sport fleet the ENTIRE non-tribal allocation…. and leaving the 
disgruntled lower river gillnet fleet pouting on the beach.

CCA’s presence in the PNW was predicated on spearheading better 
ways to commercially harvest imperiled salmon stocks.  While removing 
nonselective gillnets is vital to the recovery of our ESA listed stocks,  
the point of this editorial is that there are better ways to recreationally 
harvest these fish as well.  Anything that lowers the release mortality on 
endangered non-target stocks is a good thing.... whether it’s done with 
sport or commercial gear.

We can do better. 

If we could reduce our release mortality by 1/3, we would realize a 50% 
increase in recreational opportunity.  If we could reduce our release 
mortality by 1/2, we would realize a 100% increase in recreational 
opportunity.

Attractant (scent) water from the Cowlitz Salmon Hatchery has changed 
the way fish travel up the Cowlitz River to the hatchery.  Fish are attracted 
to water from the hatchery tanks and when this water is released too 
rapidly, the fish move upstream too quickly, they don’t hold, and they 
don’t bite.

CCA, working through the Cowlitz River Advisory Group (CRAG), has 
raised concerns regarding rapid upstream fish movement.  

Many questions have been raised regarding the attraction water:  Has 
the operation changed?  Does discharge from the pollution abatement 
system have to be included in the attractant water?  Can the attraction 
water be turned off?

NOAA states that attractant water is necessary to ensure the collection 
of sufficient brood stock.  

As required by NOAA, fishways must be operated continuously in order 
to not delay the upstream migration of ESA listed fish, and to collect 
brood stock throughout their entire run. 

CCA members met with NOAA representatives and discussed the 
negative affect attractant water has on the fishery.  We explained the 
economic value the fishery has for both the local communities and 
the state.  If the attractant water flow were reduced, it would slow the 
fish down, giving recreational anglers a better opportunity to remove 
hatchery fish from the river system.

After much discussion and several months of work, NMFS stated they 
would review and would be open to reconsideration of their decision 
to pump raceway effluent through the fishway.  Working with Tacoma 
Power and WDFW, the schedule for release of attractant water was 
revised, and as a result attractant water being released from several 
different sources has been slowed.

It is important for CCA to continue working with NOAA, Tacoma 
Power, and WDFW to give recreational anglers the greatest opportunity 
to harvest hatchery fish in the Cowlitz River while continuing to protect 
ESA listed wild fish. 

Wouldn’t that be worth it?

Folks like to throw around the cliche “thinking outside the box.”  Like it 
or not, we have to think within the constraints of the box known as the 
ESA. But that doesn’t mean we can’t be creative about it.

Look, it takes everything we’ve got in blood sweat and tears each year 
to fight for let’s say a 55% versus a 50% sport share. That measly 5% 
share that we work so hard for would only result in an incremental 10% 
additional opportunity to the sport camp (5/50 = 10%).

If we expended even half the time/treasure/talent working on reducing 
our release mortality by as little as 1/3, it would buy us five times more 
opportunity than going to war with the commercials to get from 50% to 
55%. And we wouldn’t have to burn any bridges or create hard feelings 
along the way.  We simply lay off of trying to grab more of their share and 
go about extracting maximum value from the share we already have.

Anybody else think this is worth it?

Conservation Opinion

Is CCA in Your Inbox? 

 
e-Communication is the best, 
most cost effective way for 
CCA to stay in touch with our 

members. There are  
several informative  

announcements that you might 
be missing if CCA does not 
have your e-mail address on 

file: 
 

Calls To Action 
Regular Newsletters  
Legislative Updates  
Chapter Announcements 

 
If CCA does not have your email  
address, or if you’ve updated it  

recently, simply send an  
e-mail to: info@ccapnw.org  

indicating that you would like to 
start receiving communications via  

e-mail. 
 
 

Thank you for supporting 

CCA PNW! 
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Bryan Irwin 
PNW Executive Director

Engage any passionate angler in a conversation about recovering fish and 
generally it won’t take long before they focus in on the one issue they 
believe will fix all of the problems.  Depending on who you ask the solution 
might be: better habitat, removing dams, spilling more water, increasing 
hatchery production, eliminating hatcheries, controlling sea lions, 
reducing commercial harvest, selective fishing, nutrient enhancement, 
and (insert your favorite here).  The trouble is, there’s no silver bullet 
when it comes to recovering our region’s salmon and steelhead.  Even 
the “Four H’s” approach falls short of recognizing all of the factors that 
influence salmon recovery.  The Four H’s refer to Hydroelectric projects, 
Habitat, Harvest and Hatcheries.  However, predation is playing an ever-
increasing role in limiting salmon and sturgeon populations.  Some try 
to lump predation in with Harvest or Habitat to keep the Four H’s model 
intact, but its really is own separate issue with unique management 
challenges.  The same is true for nutrient enhancement.  The nutrient 
loads in our rivers are not going to come back without a focused effort to 
restore them.  Some might consider nutrients to be part of the habitat, 
but I disagree.  Restoring nutrient levels takes specific actions, such as 
dispersing carcasses (usually from hatcheries) and allowing wild fish to 
return in sufficient numbers (through selective fishing), which is much 
different than traditional habitat restoration.  

CCA is often mischaracterized as “only focused on harvest”.  In my 
opinion, this is an unfair generalization.  I don’t know anyone in CCA’s 
leadership that believes harvest is the only challenge our salmon face.  It 
is fair to say that CCA is focusing our efforts on the issues that are the 
most overlooked and the most correctable.  Harvest reform, removing 
derelict fishing gear, predation control and nutrient enhancement all fit 
into this category and all are being addressed by CCA.  

Nutrients feed the baby salmon sending them off on their journey to 
the ocean strong and in good condition.  CCA volunteers are active in 
“fish flings” throwing surplus hatchery fish carcasses into streams where 
they become food for baby salmon.  Past articles in this newsletter have 
covered CCA’s work in nutrient enhancement in great detail and we 
increase our involvement every year.

A Well-Rounded Approach to Salmon and Steelhead Recovery
Controlling unnatural predator populations improves survival of both 
outbound and returning salmon.  Predation is part of life in the wild, but 
predation that is directly associated with a man-made structure like a 
fish ladder where pinnipeds feast on schooling salmon or out of control 
bird populations nesting on man-made islands need some measure of 
management.  CCA supported and helped pass legislation in Oregon to 
increase hazing of sea lions at the Willamette Falls fish ladder making it 
more difficult for the sea lions to feast on the salmon as they enter the 
small opening to the fish ladder.  

Contrary to what you may believe harvest reform does not necessarily 
mean less harvest, in fact in many cases it may result in increased 
harvest.  The fundamental problem is in nonselective fisheries we harvest 
depressed wild salmon at the same rate as robust hatchery salmon.  
This is true of some recreational fisheries and of nearly all commercial 
fisheries.  Without getting into the exact harvest rates of each individual 
salmon and steelhead population, in almost every case our goal is to 
increase harvest of hatchery fish and decrease harvest of wild fish.  This 
can only be achieved with selective fishing.  While selective fishing is 
key to maintaining fisheries and recovering wild fish, it is only one of 
the harvest reforms needed.  Harvest management should be based on 
conservative population estimates with appropriate buffers to assure the 
run is coming in as predicted before harvest reaches maximum levels.  
Fishing restrictions should focus on minimizing damage to endangered 
and nontargeted species.  Additionally, harvest needs to be managed 
and prioritized in a manner that optimizes the benefits to the citizens of 
Oregon and Washington.

Our fish have to overcome a myriad a challenges to survive in the modern 
world.  As CCA members, you are helping address many of the challenges 
salmon and steelhead encounter throughout their life cycle.

Wondering When CCA Will Make it 
to Your Hometown? 

Although CCA PNW has 27 active chapters spanning 
Washington and Oregon, there are still many  

communities lacking a grassroots CCA presence. There 
is good potential for new CCA chapters in the  

communities listed below. There are also existing 
chapters that need more volunteer involvement. If you  

want CCA in your hometown or would like to  
volunteer in an existing chapter, please call  
1-877-255-8772 or email info@ccapnw.org. 

Coos Bay, OR Clarkston, WA 

Hermiston, OR Cle Elum / Ellensburg, WA 

La Grande, OR Downtown Seattle, WA 

Roseburg, OR Puyallup / Tacoma, WA 

The Dalles, OR Stevenson, WA 

Potential CCA Chapter Locations... 

Deschutes River Chapter 
 Bend, OR 

Wild Rivers Coast  Chapter 
Brookings, OR 

Inland Empire  Chapter 
 Spokane, WA 

Yakima Chapter 
Yakima, WA 

Northeast Chapter 
Pendleton, OR 

 

Chapters in need of volunteers like YOU! 

© 2011 www.SmallStreamOutfitters.com Photo

Director’s Corner
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Oregon Conservation News

Mortality Rates - Tangled in ConfusionPresident’s Message

Government Relations Update

With an all-volunteer signature gathering effort 
CCA Oregon has qualified to receive an official 
ballot title and has moved one step closer to 
putting a gillnet ban on the November 2012 
ballot.  CCA members collected just under 
2,000 sponsor signatures and the Secretary 
of State Elections Division validated 1,600 
of these signatures.  This is a much higher 
than typical validation rate resulting in easily 
meeting the 1,000 signature requirement to 
launch the initiative process.  

Oregon’s Attorney General issued a preliminary 
ballot title for the Protect Our Salmon Act 
(POSA) on July 26th, which states; “Bans 
Columbia River commercial salmon fishing 
with gillnets by non-tribal persons, allows 
seine nets instead”.  The Secretary of State 
accepted comments on the title until August 
9th and the Attorney General is required to 
consider these comments before issuing the 
final title around the end of the month.

Once we receive the final title CCA Oregon 
will need to collect 87,213 valid signatures to 
place the POSA on the ballot.  

POSA will ban gillnets in all Oregon waters, 
seine nets will only be allowed for selective 
commercial harvest and current sport fishing 
harvest levels can not be reduced..  Gillnets 
and tangle nets are specifically designed to 
snare fish by the gills or head and lead to the 
injury, suffocation and death of large numbers 
of endangered wild salmon and steelhead and 
other species that become entangled in the 
mesh.  

The decision to launch a ballot initiative 
was not easy, and far from our first our first 
choice for harvest reform.  However, after two 
legislative sessions and numerous attempts 
to work with the ODFW Commission it 
became apparent that some state officials are 
unable to move away from status quo debates 
over harvest allocations to one focused on 
conservation, recovery and selective fishing 
implementation. 

Now more than ever we need CCA members 
to unite behind this effort, and we will 
continue to keep you informed of next steps. 
You can expect to hear more at your chapter 

CCA Oregon Earns Approval from Secretary of State to Launch 
Non-Tribal Gillnet Ban Initiative.  Receives Preliminary Title.

meetings, including how you can get involved 
in helping to gather signatures and other 
important efforts. Your active participation 
will be essential to our success.

Oregon Legislature Passes Bill To 
Fund Sea Lion Hazing

With CCA’s support, HB 3255 passed legislature 
and was signed by the Governor.  This bill 
allocates $112,932 and requires the State 
Department of Fish and Wildlife to increase 
its hazing program of pinnipeds at Willamette 
Falls from five days to seven days a week.  
Willamette Falls hazing is part of the process 
prior required of the federal government to 
receive approval to remove pinnipeds.  Your 
Government Relations Committee testified in 
support of HB 3255, providing key information 
to the committee regarding the problem that 
exists on the Willamette River as well as the 
Columbia River. 

Jack Smith 
Oregon CCA  President 

When discussing fishery management one of 
the most confusing components has got to be 
the mortality rate of various harvest methods 
especially gillnet mortality rates which seem 
designed not for accuracy but to justify a 
method of harvest that should not be used in 
mixed stock fisheries especially where ESA 
listed populations are present.

If asked about mortality rates those involved in 
gillnetting, and unfortunately many managers, 
more often than not will quote the mortality 
rate for tanglenets as this is the type of gillnet 
that results in mortality rates that seem closest 
to the officially accepted mortality rate of 
recreational anglers.  This mortality rate would 
be expressed in percentages because 14.4% 
tangle net mortality sounds real close to the 
10% mortality commonly used for recreational 
fisheries.  In reality the 14.4% tangle net 
mortality rate is nearly 50% higher than the 
10% recreational mortality rate. 

Perhaps a greater problem is that for various 
reasons it is impossible for the commercial 
fleet to use tangle nets the majority of the year, 

in fact most years they are utilized only during 
the Spring Chinook season which generally 
lasts 2 or 3 days out of the entire year.  During 
the remaining seasons, summer Chinook, 
Fall Chinook, Fall Coho, and Sturgeon large 
mesh gillnets are utilized resulting in a 40% 
or greater mortality rate which is somewhat 
inconsequential because all these fisheries are 
operated in a non selective manner where all 
targeted fish are retained regardless of weather 
they are fin clipped or not.   

Another glaring error of omission is the failure 
to point out or recognize that mortality rates 
apply only to targeted species and in no way 
measures the inability of gear to avoid contact 
with non-targeted species or by-catch.  When 
you deploy 150 feet of gill net, drift it down 
the river for 45 minutes, ensnaring anything 
in its path, managers and even netters agree 
the only way to avoid this hidden harvest is 
with time and area closures.  In other words 
if there is a fish in the area that you do not 
wish to encounter do not deploy the net.  
Unfortunately, especially in regards to the 
mixed stock Columbia River fisheries, there 
is a species of concern being encountered 365 
days a year and anywhere you fish.

Observer data on the 2010 Summer Chinook 
gillnet fishery found them encountering 
one non-targeted species for every targeted 
fish.  Additionally this fishery was not mark 
selective because of the inability of the large 
mesh gillnets utilized to operate selectively at 
this time of year.

While the assigned mortality rate of these 
nets is listed as 40% the fact is they operated 
at 100% mortality rate on all Summer Chinook 
encountered, hatchery or wild as all commercial 
fisheries with the exception of Spring Chinook 
are operated in a non-selective manner. The 
use of this gear resulted in a 50% discard rate or 
hidden harvest consisting of sturgeon as well 
as ESA listed sockeye and summer steelhead.  

In this day and age of ESA listings fisheries 
should operate in a way that allows for the 
lowest mortality rate possible and the least 
amount of by-catch, or hidden harvest, of 
non-targeted stocks and species while fishing 
for those fish runs that are healthy enough to 
provide harvest opportunities.
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Washington Conservation News

Stan Brogdon 
Washington CCA President

As the new CCA Washington President, 
the responsibility and honor of writing this 
message has fallen upon me.  With this being 
the first time I’ve had to pen this article, it 
felt like an appropriate time to circle back to 
something that, as I continually interact with 
our membership, I think a lot of people tend 
to overlook; the beauty of the CCA system and 
how it works.

First of all, it is important that we remember 
what CCA is.  Quite simply, we are an 
advocacy organization.  We do a lot of different 
things in our communities to raise awareness, 
increase membership, and generate funding.  
We have volunteers tirelessly working on 
various committees at different levels from 
communications to government relations.  
But, when you boil it right down, many of 
the decisions that we are influencing are 
made in places named Olympia, Salem, and 
Washington D.C.

Secondly, CCA does not function like any 
other national conservation organization, nor 
does it resemble any local group I’ve observed.  
We are truly the definition of a ‘grassroots’ 
organization.  Everything runs through the 
committee system, and all decisions are made 
by a group of members…you and me.  From a 
kids fishing event at the local fishing hole to 
a national position on MPA’s, decisions are 
made by a group of our members.  Everything 
that gets done is a function of many.  In every 
chapter, every state, and at the national level 
there is a board of directors that utilize CCA 

principles and membership input to make 
decisions on behalf of our membership, and 
more importantly, the fish.

Next, our funding mechanism is one of a kind.  
The only money that goes to CCA National is 
our yearly membership dues…period.  This 
covers the cost of the award winning TIDE 
magazine, the overhead that is inevitable 
with a 100,000 member organization, and our 
advocacy efforts at the national level including 
our lobbying activities in Washington D.C.  
If there is money left at the end of the year 
(like last year) after paying those bills, it gets 
refunded to the states. Pretty simple, and 
pretty cool.

But, here’s what truly sets CCA apart from 
the pack.  Every dollar we raise in the State of 
Washington stays here to fight for Washington 
State issues.  100% of Oregon fundraising 
stays in Oregon, Florida fundraising stays in 
Florida…you get the point.  When you step 
up and get actively involved in your local 
banquet planning process, buy a hoodie from 
the CCAPNW online store, or just decide to 
make a donation, your efforts benefit us in 
Washington.

There are a ton of national conservation 
organizations benefiting elk, quail, and just 
about everything in between.  They are all 
important, well intentioned, and supported 
by individuals just like us who care about the 
continued well being and usually proliferation 
of their chosen critter.  I’ve been a member 
of a couple of them for most of my life, and 
certainly a lot longer than I was even aware 
CCA existed.  Ok, so what is my point?  Well, 

almost every one of these organizations runs 
the same way; all of the fundraising efforts are 
run through the national organization.  Some 
years your state may see a big local benefit 
from those financial efforts, some years not 
so much.  And some years, maybe not at all.  
Are these other groups less worthy?  Of course 
not.  Are they effective?  Sure they are.  But, I 
can tell you that when I walk out of one of our 
banquets a little (and sometimes a lot) lighter 
in the wallet I feel a definite sense of ownership 
knowing that my money is going to Columbia 
River and Puget Sound issues

That’s it, in a nutshell.  A real grassroots 
organization that lets each state operate 
independently, and to prosper from however 
much effort it’s individual membership puts 
forth.  I think it’s the most efficient way to put 
our fundraising to work, where we want it.  
Hopefully, you agree…

Lastly, I would like you to consider the 
following.  With the ever accelerating pace 
we all live our lives at, it becomes a little 
harder everyday to find that extra time to give 
something back.  Kids and work, school and 
housekeeping, errands to run…the list never 
ends.  At the end of almost everyday, no matter 
how productive we were, most of us feel like 
the list got longer, not shorter.  With all of that 
said, I’m asking you to stay involved.  Get more 
involved.  Some things we do in life have to be 
about more than ourselves, and without your 
efforts these resources will eventually go away. 
Keep up the good fight!

CCA is Designed for Success

CCA’s Involvement in Washington’s 2011 Legislative Session Results in Significant 
Victories for Recreational Anglers and Lays Groundwork for Future Successes.

President’s Message

GRC Update

Overall, this was a very successful session for 
recreational anglers.  CCA partnered closely 
with Puget Sound Anglers, recreational fishing 
and boating industries and others on a number 
of important issues impacting conservation 
and anglers.  

Heading into this session, we knew we would be 
facing a number of policy and fiscal challenges 
with the State facing over a $5 billion dollar 
budget shortfall. We also knew that threats 
to recreational anglers would likely come on 
a number of different fronts, including the 
potential disbanding of the Fish and Wildlife 
Commission.   

The following is a list of the issues that we faced 
during the 2011 Legislative Session.  Fortunately, 
CCA members rose to the challenge and racked 
up an impressive legislative scorecard.

Agency Consolidation and the Fish and 
Wildlife Commission (SB 5669): Not once, 

not twice, but three times CCA helped to 
successfully beat back attacks on the Fish and 
Wildlife Commission’s authority.   If we were 
not there 24/7, it is likely that Referendum 45 
would have been gutted and the Commission 
would have been stripped of its ability to set 
science-based fisheries policy and manage the 
Department and the Director. The Commission 
was established by a vote of the people and is 
the public’s voice for resource management.

Derelict Fishing Gear, Ghost Nets (HB 5661/
HB 1717):  While we were not successful in 
passing legislation this session which would 
require the reporting of lost or abandoned 
commercial fishing gear within 48 hours, this 
issue remains very much alive.  Not only is the 
bill well positioned for a run next session, but 
also federal officials at NOAA are beginning to 
confront the issue in Puget Sound waters and 
have said they will require mandatory reporting 
within 24 hourse. 

If CCA was not on the hill shining a light on 
the destruction caused by “ghost nets”, this 
issue would be receiving very little attention. 
CCA will continue pushing state and federal 
officials to adopt net reporting, identification 
and removal requirements.

Puget Sound Dungeness Crab: The Senate 
Natural Resources Committee held a public 
hearing on the Fish and Wildlife Commission’s 
decision to grant a greater allocation of Puget 
Sound crab opportunity to recreational 
crabbers.  This hearing was clearly designed 
to grant commercial crabbers a forum to 
attack the Commission’s decision.  If it were 
not for push back from CCA and other allied 
organizations, this hearing likely would have 
morphed into legislation to overturn the 
Commission’s decision.  

In addition, we were able to pass legislation 

... continued on page 6



CENTRAL COAST
Chapter Location: Central Oregon Coast
President: Chuck Pavlik
Contact: 541-563-5965
Meeting Info: 3rd Thursday, Monthly, 6pm 
 American Legion Hall
 424 West Olive St.  
 Newport, OR
Banquet Date: September 24, 2011
Banquet Location: The Newport Elks Lodge

COLUMBIA COUNTY 
Chapter Location: St. Helens
President: Ed Rabinowe
Contact: erabinowe@juno.com
 503-366-3565
Meeting Info: 2nd Tuesday, Monthly, 7pm 
 The Village Inn
 St. Helens, OR 97051
Banquet Date: April 30, 2011 
Banquet Location: Columbia County Events Complex

EMERALD EMPIRE - EUGENE/SPRINGFIELD
Chapter Location: Eugene/Springfield
President: John Nagy
Contact: jbnagy@clipper.net
Meeting Info: 3rd Wednesday,  
 Monthly, 7pm (No Dec. Mtg.) 
 Roaring Rapids Pizza 
 4006 Franklin Blvd. 
 Eugene, OR
Banquet Date:  August 20, 2011 
Banquet Location: Oregon Rod, Reel & Tackle 
 Eugene, OR

LINN BENTON CHAPTER
(ALBANY AND SURROUNDING AREA)
Chapter Location: Albany
President: Jess Hillyer
Contact: jess.hillyer@ccapnw.org  
Meeting Info: 3rd Tuesday, Monthly, 6:00 pm
 Pop’s Branding Iron Restaurant
 901Pacific Blvd. SE Albany, OR
Banquet Date: TBA, 2012
Banquet Location: Albany Eagles

MOUNT HOOD - GRESHAM
Chapter Location: Gresham
President: Wade Radke
Contact: MtHood@ccapnw.org  
 971-322-5894
Meeting Info: Every even month  
 2nd Wednesday, 6:30 pm 
 Bumpers Bar & Grill
 21935 NE Halsey St.
 Fairview, OR 97024
Banquet Date: June 8th, 2011
Banquet Location: Persimmons Country Club

PORTLAND METRO
Chapter Location: Portland
President: John Zell
Contact: jzell@zephyr.net
 503-282-9347
Meeting Info: 1st Wednesday of  
 Every Odd Month, 7 pm
 McMenamin’s Kennedy School
 Portland, OR
Banquet Date: October 7, 2011 
Banquet Location: Double Tree Hotel
 1000 NE Multnomah St.

DESCHUTES RIVER - BEND CHAPTER
Chapter Location: Bend
President: Ryan Buccola
Contact: ryan@buccolagroup.com
 541-728-8551
New Chapter:  TBA 2011

ROGUE VALLEY CHAPTER
(MEDFORD AND SURROUNDING AREA)
Chapter Location: Medford
President: Steve Nelson
Contact: steven2873@gmail.com
 541-973-6215
Meeting Info: 4th Tuesday, Every Month  
 6pm doors open, 7pm meeting 
 Bruno’s Pizza
 2105 Roberts Rd. Medford, OR 
Banquet Date: May 21st, 2011
Banquet Location: Medford Eagles

SALEM
Chapter Location: Salem
President: Brian Canini
Contact: bbc0798@comcast.net
 503-930-6860
Meeting Info: 4th Thursday, Monthly,  6:30 pm 
 Keizer Civic Center
 930 Chemawa Rd NE
 Keizer, OR 97303
Banquet Date: March 17, 2012
Banquet Location: Salem Conference Center

TILLAMOOK
Chapter Location: Tillamook
President: Jack Smith
Contact: JackandTina@centurylink.net
 503-842-6313
Meeting Info: 3rd Monday, Every Month, 6 pm
 Tillamook Offic of the ODFW
 4907 3rd Street
 Tillamook, OR 97141
Banquet Date: TBA, 2012
Banquet Location: Tillamook Elks Lodge

Contact Your Local Coastal Conservation   Association Chapter and Get Involved!

The Ripple Effect Staff

WA COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR  
John Wicklund

OR COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR  
John Zell

DESIGN AND LAYOUT 
 Jesse Sampson 

www.SmallStreamDesign.com

Comments or questions?  
Please contact: editor@ccapnw.org

OREGON CHAPTERS

OREGON LEADERSHIP

Gary Loomis – Chairman Emeritus
Dave Schamp – Chairman
Jack Smith – President
Bruce Polley – Vice President
Dale Ballard – Vice President
Mike Herbel – Vice President &  
 Management Committee Chair
Ken Chambers – Membership Chair
John Zell – Communications  
 & Marketing Chair
Lynn Buerer – Treasurer
Christy Zell – Secretary
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TUALATIN VALLEY
Chapter Location: Aloha
President: Steve Bailey
Contact: tualatinvalley@ccapnw.org
 503-936-6581
Meeting Info: 3rd Mon. of Each Month, 7pm
 Beaverton Resource Center
 12500 SW Allen Blvd.
 Beaverton, OR 97005
Banquet Date: May 14th, 2011
Banquet Location: Embassy Suites Washington Square

WILD RIVERS COAST
Chapter Location: Brookings
President:   Randall Nord
Contact: wildriverscoast@ccapnw.org
Meeting times:   2nd Wed. Every Month, 6pm
 St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church
 401 Fir St., Brookings, OR
Banquet Date:   TBA 2011

WILLAMETTE FALLS
Chapter Location: Milwaukie
President: Dale Ballard
Meeting Info: 3rd Wed. of the Month, 7pm
 Round Table Pizza
 16550 SE Mcloughlin
 Milwaukie, OR
Banquet Date: TBA, 2012
Banquet Location: Abernathy Center
 606 15 St., Oregon City, OR

directing $1.00 of every Puget Sound Crab 
Endorsement Fee to go towards the removal 
of derelict crab pots. Fewer derelict pots 
will increase crab populations and angler 
opportunity… Another big win for CCA 
members!

Hatchery Improvements (Capitol Budget / 
HB 1497): In lean financial times, funding for 
natural resource programs is the first to be cut.  
CCA worked closely with the Department of 
Fish and Wildlife and Capitol Budget writers 
to secure new funding for several important 
hatchery and fish passage improvement projects.  
These projects included funding for Voights 
Creek (Puyallup River), Skamania Fish Passage 
(Washougal River) and Beebe Springs (Chelan/
Columbia River). This critical funding will help 
improve hatcheries and maintain important fish 
production.   Next on our list for a Supplemental 
Budget Appropriation in the 2012 session will 
be Sunset Falls (Skykomish River) and Soos 
Creek (Green River). Our lobbying efforts kept 
responsible hatchery funding high on the Capitol 
Budget writers’ priority list in very lean times.

GRC Update, Continued



Contact Your Local Coastal Conservation   Association Chapter and Get Involved!

SNO-KING 
Established: January 2008
Chapter Location: Woodinville
President: Carl Rienstra
Contact: snoking@ccapnw.org
Meeting Info: Monthly – 4th Thursday, 7 pm 
 Sammamish Valley Grange Hall,
 14654 148th Ave. NE
 Woodinville, WA 98072
Banquet Date: TBA - Fall 2011

INLAND EMPIRE 
Established: September 2008
Chapter Location: Spokane
President: Casey Mason
Contact: c.mason@qwestoffice.net  
 509-590-8383
Meeting Info: Time/Date TBA
 Cabela’s, Post Falls
Banquet Date: TBA - 2011

NORTH CENTRAL WASHINGTON 
Established: December 2009
Chapter Location: Wenatchee
President: Bob Schmidt
Contact: northcentralWA@ccapnw.org 
 509-667-9202
Meeting Info: Monthly - 3rd Wed. 6:45 pm
 High Mountain Hunting Supply
 223 N. Mission St., Wenatchee
Banquet Date: Saturday, May 21, 2011
Banquet Location: Apple Annies, Cashmere, WA

SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON 
Established: October 2007
Chapter Location: Camas
President: Glen Johnston
Contact: swwashington@ccapnw.org  
Meeting Info: Monthly - 2nd Tuesday, 7 pm 
 Camas Meadows Golf Club, 
 4105 NW Camas Meadows Dr.
Banquet Date: TBA, 2012
Banquet Location: Hilton, Vancouver

LOWER COLUMBIA 
Established: September 2007
Chapter Location: Longview
President: Rick Estes
Chapter: lowercolumbia@ccapnw.org  
 360-270-8998
Meeting Info: Monthly -2nd Thurs., 6:30pm 
 Monticello Hotel , Longview
Banquet Date: May 14th, 2011
Banquet Location: Red Lion, Kelso

KITSAP 
Established: April 2008
Chapter Location: Silverdale
President: Charles Gauthier
Contact: gauthierc@wavecable.com
Meeting Info: Monthly – 3rd Thurs., 6:30 pm 
 All Star Lanes Silverdale
 10710 Silverdale Way
 Silverdale, WA
Banquet Date: April 30th, 2011
Banquet Location: Kitsap Fairgrounds, Bremerton

NORTH OLYMPIC PENINSULA
Established: April 2010
Chapter Location: Sequim
President: John Albiso
Contact: nop@ccapnw.org
 360-928-1073 
Meeting Info: Monthly 
 Sequim Library
 Call or see website for dates
Banquet Date: Friday, June 17th, 2011 - 5pm
Banquet Location: John Wayne Marina, Sequim

TWIN HARBORS
Established: September 2009
Chapter Location: Montesano
President: Leon Bialkoski
Contact: twinharbors@ccapnw.org 
 (360) 581-8129
Meeting Info: Monthly - 1st Tues. 6:00 pm
 Montesano Timberland Library
 125 South Main
Banquet Date: Saturday, May7, 2011
Banquet Location: Aberdeen Eagles

TRI-CITIES 
Established: January 2008
Chapter Location: Richland
President: Brad Schilperoort
Contact: tricities@ccapnw.org  
 (509) 531-1553
Meeting Info: Even Months 
 2nd Thursday, 7 pm
 O’Callahan’s, Richland
Banquet Date: TBA, 2012
Banquet Location: Shilo Inn, Richland

YAKIMA 
Established: November 2007
Chapter Location: Yakima
President: Mike Hammond
Contact: yakima@ccapnw.org  
 (509) 833-1161
Meeting Info: Monthly - 2nd Wednesday, 7 pm 
 Yakima Carpenter’s Hall, 
 507 S. 3rd, Yakima
Banquet Date: TBA - Fall 2011

WASHINGTON LEADERSHIP

Gary Loomis – Chairman Emeritus 
Matt Olson – Chairman
Rob Tobeck – Vice Chairman 
Stan Brogdon – President 
Andy Marks – Vice President,  
 Vice Chair GRC
Dale Scott – Vice President
Marcus Schumacher – Vice President,  
 Chapter Development Chair
Lance Barrett – Treasurer 
Joe Slepski – Secretary
Gary Johnson – Nominations  
 Committee Chair
Joseph Madrano – Membership  
 Committee Chair
Ed Wickersham – GRC Chair
John Wicklund – Communications Chair

WASHINGTON CHAPTERS
NORTH SNOHOMISH COUNTY 
Established: September 2008
Chapter Location: Marysville
President: Errol Collins
Contact: northsnohomish@ccapnw.org
Meeting Info: Monthly – 2nd Tuesday, 7 pm
 Bayside Marine,
 1111 Craftsman Way,
 Everett, WA 98201
Banquet Date: TBA, 2012
Banquet Location: Holiday Inn, Everett

SEA-TAC
Established: October 2007
Chapter Location: Des Moines
President: Shawn Seeger
Contact: seatac@ccapnw.org
Meeting Info: Monthly - 1st Tuesday, 7 pm 
 IBEW Local 46 Hall,
 19802 62nd Ave. S.
 Kent, WA 98032 
Banquet Date: TBA, 2012
Banquet Location:  Pioneer Pavilion, Puyallup

NORTH SOUND 
Established: April 2008
Chapter Location: Bellingham
President: Marcus Schumacher
Contact: northsound@ccapnw.org
 360-319-6901
Meeting Info: Second Wednesday  
 of each month at 6:00 pm

Alternating between Burlington 
at Holiday Sports (I-5 and 
Highway 20) and Bellingham 
(4350 Cordata Parkway)

Banquet Date: April 15th, 2011
Banquet Location:  Northwood Hall, Bellingham

LEWIS COUNTY 
Established: April 2007
Chapter Location: Centralia
President: Jeff Ashe
Contact: lewiscounty@ccapnw.org 
Meeting Info: Monthly - 2nd Thursday, 7 pm 
 Powersports NW
 300 S. Tower Ave., Centralia
Banquet Date: TBA, 2012
Banquet Location: SWWA Fairgrounds, Chehalis

CAPITOL CITY 
Established: May 2008
Chapter Location: Lacey
President: Frank Betrozoff
Contact: capitol-city@ccapnw.org
Meeting Info: Monthly – 2nd Tuesday, 6:30 pm 
 Lacey Fire Dept. #31, 
 1231 Franz St., Lacey
Banquet Date: TBA - Fall 2011
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PNW Regional Office

1006 W. 11th Street  
Vancouver, WA 98660

877-255-8772
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  MEMBER INFORMATION

q Renewal Dues     q New Membership

Name __________________________________________________________________________________

Associate Member Name(s) (if applicable)___________________________________________________

Member ID# (if renewing) _________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________ State _______________Zip _________________

Phone _______________________Email _____________________________________________________

Gift Membership From: ___________________________________________________________________

q  $25 MEMBER:Membership card, window decal, 2 bumper stickers, TIDE magazine.

q  $100 MEMBER: All of the above plus CCA print of your choice

q  $15 ASSOCIATE: Per each family member. All member privileges except TIDE.  Send names.

q  $200 SPONSOR: Bronze lapel pin, print, plus member gifts.

q  $500 PATRON: Silver lapel pin, print, plus member gifts.

q  $1,000 LIFE MEMBER: Life Member display piece, print, plus member gifts.  
 Quarterly payment option available.

q  $10 NEW TIDE: Rising Tide newsletter, three NEW TIDE logo decals, iron-on T-shirt 
 transfer, redfish & speckled trout sticker. For members 17 and younger.

NON-PROFIT
US POSTAGE 

PAID
PORTLAND, OR

PERMIT 1821

Complete this form and send to:

Coastal Conservation Association
1006 W. 11th Street

Vancouver, WA 98660

Ph. 877-255-8772
Ph. 360-694-4300

JoinCCA.org  |  CCAPNW.org

  METHOD OF PAYMENT

q Cash Enclosed    

q Check or Money Order Enclosed

q Mastercard    q Amex    

q Visa    q Discover

Credit Card # _________________________

Exp. Date ____________________________

Signature ____________________________

Associate Member Name

_____________________________________

Coastal Conservation Association Membership Application


