
TAKE ACTION: ADDRESS SEA LION PREDATION AND PROTECT ENDANGERED FISH

Federal legislation reintroduced to address the serious threat sea lion predation poses to the survival
of endangered Columbia and Willamette River salmon, steelhead, and sturgeon

Washington U.S. Representative Jaime Herrera Beutler (R-Camas) has joined with Oregon U.S.
Representative Kurt Schrader (D-Canby) to introduce the Endangered Salmon and Fisheries Predation
Prevention Act (H.R. 2083), to amend the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) to give federal, state

and tribal fish managers new legal authorities to reduce predation
of endangered fish in the Columbia River and its tribuaries.

Considering the urgent extinction threat facing some endangered
salmon and steelhead, the legislation has been strengthened to
increase the number of sea lions that can be removed and

streamline the process for identifying offending sea lions. This is great news! H.R. 2083 would:

 Authorize an expedited permit process for WDFW, ODFW, IDFG, and Columbia River Tribes to
remove sea lions in the Columbia River and its tributaries.

 Streamline the current, observation-driven process for identifying sea lions for removal -- any
sea lion located above the River Mile 112 of the Columbia River (near the I-205 bridge) and in
any tributary (including the Willamette River) would meet the MMPAs requirement of
“individually identifiable” and be eligible for removal. This is a critical provision.

 Increase the total number of California sea lions that can be removed under the new authority.

Despite the serious, growing threat of extinction facing some endangered salmon and steelhead species,
various versions of this legislation have been pending in Congress for over a decade. The primary reason
has been a lack of support in the U.S. Senate.  Here’s what you can do to help – it makes a difference!:

 Visit CCA’s website to send your U.S. Senators and Representative a pre-drafted email urging
their support. OR – www.ccaoregon.org / WA – www.ccawashington.org

 Call your U.S. Senators to urge them to support sea lion legislation, including HR 2083.  Their
Washington D.C. office phone numbers are below.

 Thank Reps. Jaime Herrera Beutler and Kurt Schrader for their leadership via social media -
Facebook/Twitter @ Herrerabeutler and @repschrader

 Share with your friends and family and urge them to join CCA to support our efforts to protect
our wild fish and fisheries at www.joincca.org

Oregon – US Senators

Senator Ron Wyden – (202) 224-5244
Senator Jeff Merkley - (202) 224-3753

Washington – US Senators

Senator Patty Murray – (202) 224-2621
Senator Maria Cantwell – (202) 224-3441



Below are additional talking points for your use:

 The Columbia River system is home to 13 different species of salmon and steelhead listed under
the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Sea lion predation threatens the survival of several
populations of ESA-listed wild spring Chinook and
Steelhead.

 ODFW estimates that sea lions below Willamette Falls
consumed 15 percent of the wild, ESA-listed
Willamette River Steelhead run, further threatening
extinction.

 A recent NOAA study found that 45 percent of returning Columbia River spring Chinook,
including an ESA-listed population, went missing in the lower Columbia River (even after harvest
and other known impacts).  The reduced survival for spring Chinook corresponds closely with
the huge increase in California sea lions entering the Columbia.

 Steller sea lions are preying on broodstock-sized sturgeon, many of which are 50-70 years old
and are vital for producing young. The Columbia River white sturgeon population has been in
steep decline since the sea lion influx over the past 10-15 years. Currently there is no
commercial or recreational harvest of these white sturgeon.

 The California sea lion population has increased from less than 20,000 in the 1950s to more than
300,000 today. The population may have exceeded its carrying capacity -- record numbers of
pups are being abandoned and left
to die on California beaches.

 In just five years, the number of
sea lions counted in the Columbia
River at Astoria has exploded by
10 times from about 200 to nearly
2,500.

 There is no archaeological
evidence of this type of California
sea lions presence in the Columbia
River in past centuries. 15 years
ago it was extremely rare to see a
sea lion at Bonneville Dam or
Willamette Falls.

 Sea Lions prey on salmon and
steelhead as they stage to enter
fish ladders at Bonneville Dam and Willamette Falls for their upstream migration.

 Native Americans and other local residents were once able to deter marine mammals that
entered local rivers, but the MMPA has prevented this management.

 While there have been limited sea lion removals at Bonneville Dam on the Columbia River, state
and federal officials currently lack the authority to take removal actions in the Willamette.


