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cold hard facts
cca washington is pro-hatchery

Since our founding in 2007, no other sport fishing or conservation organization has been  
more active or successful in helping to secure funding for hatcheries in Washington state.

•	 In our 12 years of existence, CCA has worked with 
legislators and budget writers to help in attaining 
well over $100 million in funding for hatchery 
infrastructure improvements, production funding, 
and new hatchery projects across the state.

•	 In 2019, CCA’s efforts helped secure $15 million in 
funding to increase hatchery production to help 
aid struggling Orca populations and recreational 
fisheries in Puget Sound. Tens of millions of 
dollars in funding for hatchery infrastructure 
improvements were included in the capital budget.

•	 CCA Washington coordinates the King of the Reach 
Live Capture Broodstock Derby on the Columbia 
River each year, helping WDFW and Grant PUD 
to incorporate wild fall chinook into the hatchery 
gene pool. The result is stronger, healthier, and 
more plentiful hatchery fish for anglers to catch. 

•	 In 2013, CCA Washington worked with other 
organizations to help secure initial funding to 
build a state-of-the-art hatchery complex on the 
lower Deschutes River, which would allow for 
greater Puget Sound hatchery production capacity.

•	 CCA has worked at the federal level to protect 
hatchery programs against cynical lawsuits by 
anti-hatchery organizations. For example, CCA 
supported efforts of our federal Congressional 
delegation to secure $3 million in additional 
funding for the National Marine Fisheries Service 
to expedite their hatchery permit approval 
process. CCA is a national organization with a 
strong presence in Washington D.C.

Non-selective gill nets can limit hatchery production due to bycatch and depletion of 
wild stocks. As a result, recreational fisheries are diminished and hatchery production 
cuts can occur when wild salmon returns on spawning grounds become too low 
compared to hatchery fish spawning in the wild. By removing non-selective gill nets 
and utilizing mark-selective sport fisheries, it is possible that hatchery production can 
actually be increased without negative impacts on wild fish.  

gill nets threaten hatchery production and  wild fish

•	 In 2019, CCA worked with Congressional 
delegation to secure $25 million in Mitchell Act 
funding, representing the largest funding increase 
in years! This is vital to Columbia basin hatchery 
programs.

•	 CCA Washington worked with fisheries managers 
and Tacoma Power to revive the summer steelhead 
recycling program on the Cowlitz River, creating 
more harvest opportunity for anglers.

•	 CCA members across the state volunteer at several 
hatcheries with fin clipping, feeding, kid’s fishing 
events, and nutrient enhancement programs. 
Our members truly support their local hatchery 
programs, both on the ground and in Olympia.

CCA runs the largest broodstock derby in the nation, 
collecting wild fall chinook for use at the hatchery.
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