
On Friday, May 19th, the Willapa 
Bay Gillnetters Association 
(WBGA) suffered a decisive setback 
in their legal attempt to overturn the 
Willapa Bay Salmon Management 
Policy adopted in 2015. Thurston 
County Superior Court Judge James 
Dixon issued an oral opinion from 
the Bench that affirmed arguments 
made by attorneys for WDFW and 
defendant co-interveners, including 
CCA.  This is WBGA’s second legal 
defeat challenging the Willapa 
policy following a procedural 
decision in a lawsuit they lost in 
Pacific County.  CCA has been a 
defendant co-intervener to WDFW 
in both legal battles. 
 
The Gillnetters’ central argument 
in this case revolved around a claim 
that WDFW did not adequately 
consider economic impacts to the 
commercial industry in reducing 
harvest rates on wild chinook.  
Not only did the Judge affirm 
WDFW’s analysis of economic 
and conservation issues, but he 
emphasized that the conservation 
needs of the resource trump the 
industry’s economic desires.   
 
The Washington Fish & Wildlife 
Commission took action in crafting 
the new management plan following 
years of overharvest of wild chinook 
stocks in non-selective commercial 
gillnet fisheries, resulting in 
chronic missed escapement targets.  
Intensive non-selective gillnet 

fisheries were taking nearly 90% 
of harvestable salmon returning 
to Willapa, harming wild salmon 
stocks and severely constraining 
economically valuable and selective 
recreational fisheries. 
 
Included in the policy was a 
significant reduction in the 
allowable harvest rate of natural 
origin chinook, a needed 
conservation measure to help 
ensure these fish stay around for 
future generations. Extensive 
non-selective commercial gillnetting 
has taken a heavy toll on wild 
salmon populations in Willapa 
Bay, threatening the future of these 
stocks, the ability to maintain 
hatchery production due to HSRG 
requirements, and restricting 
selective recreational fisheries.  
 
The WBGA lawsuit claim that 
WDFW improperly reduced the 

harvest rate on chinook was rejected 
on the basis that the Department’s 
analysis of conservation was 
thoroughly and well-reasoned. In 
2014, WDFW sought to reduce 
chinook harvest rates from 30% 
to 20%, but the actual harvest rate 
was 37.5%!  Years of overharvest by 
the non-selective gillnet fleet led 
to the National Marine Fisheries 
Service determining that Willapa 
Bay wild fall chinook were subject to 
overfishing in September of 2015.  
 
This recent ruling is another huge 
victory for conservation and we 
are confident that the policy will 
withstand further legal challenge 
if WBGA decides to appeal it 
to the Court of Appeals, where 
CCA already helped secure a 
precedential decision in the defense 
of the Columbia River Policy in 
Sudar v. WDFW and CCA.  

Conservation Prevails Over Willapa Gillnetters in Court 
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In July of 2015, a highly publicized case of poaching 
rocked the Seattle metro area. The Tulalip Tribes 
co-Fisheries Director, Joseph Hatch Sr. along with 
his son Joseph Hatch Jr. were arrested and accused of 
running one of the largest seafood poaching operations 
ever uncovered in Washington, according to WDFW 
Police. The arrests were just the tip of the iceberg in an 
ongoing crisis; the poaching of fish and shellfish, illicit 
trades of seafood for drugs, and a concerning lack of 
state prosecution. 
 
The poaching activity in question occurred in the Port 
Susan area during the night and out-of-season over 
two years ago. After receiving tips about the poaching, 
WDFW enforcement began monitoring the situation for 
nearly six months with surveillance officers and cameras. 
The Hatch’s were catching crab and shrimp illegally 
at night and then selling them on the black market. 
In late July, Hatch Sr. and Hatch Jr. were arrested by 
WDFW. 
 

“Two suspects were booked into the Snohomish County 
Jail for their role in closed season and undocumented 
crab and shrimp harvest, along with the theft of a boat 
motor,” said Deputy Chief Mike Cenci with WDFW 
Police in a statement made to KIRO7. “The poaching 
occurred during the hours of darkness and/or under the 
guise of a subsistence fishing when commercial harvest 
and sales were closed. “ 
 
With the main perpetrators of the poaching operation 
arrested, WDFW enforcement then followed up on the 
illicit underground seafood market, which is where the 
illegally sourced shellfish were distributed. Selling the 
crab to middle-men off the I-405 corridor allowed the 
product to then get filtered to several restaurants in the 
area. The businesses were buying shellfish at a third of 
retail price and were cited for their illegal purchases. 
One of the arrests was even broadcast on Seattle evening 
newscasts increasing coverage of the crimes. 

Soon after his arrest, Hatch Sr. resigned his post as 
Co-Fisheries Director of the Tulalip Tribes, and he along 
with his son awaited justice from the state and tribal 

governments. The Tulalip Tribe charged the Hatch’s with 
13 counts of fishing in closed waters while Snohomish 
County declined to prosecute the men, passing the case 
on to the state. 
 
Currently, further prosecution of the case is up to the 
state Attorney General’s office. The possibility that the 
Hatch’s will not face state charges is frustrating to many 
in the Marysville area, and the current lack of state 
prosecution has possibly emboldened others to continue 
poaching without fear of additional consequences.  
 
Just six months after the Hatch arrests, two other Tulalip 
tribal fishers were arrested and accused of poaching 
shellfish in the same area. The men were caught not 
only selling the illegally harvested seafood, to local 
nail salons along with trading it for drugs. The latest 
incident of large scale poaching was reported last 
month, with nearly 250,000 pounds of Sea Cucumbers 
under-reported by fisherman and buyers in 2014-15 
according to WDFW. Special thanks are owed to 
WDFW Police along with Tribal enforcement agencies 
for their efforts to halt these large scale poaching 
operations. We hope that their valiant efforts to protect 
the resource will continue to be supported in the courts.

Poaching Puget Sound: A Story of Missing Justice
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WDFW Enforcement 
uncovered one of the largest 
seafood poaching operations 

in Washington state
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The 2017 North of Falcon season setting process ended 
in mid-April with less drama and a few more fisheries 
open to recreational anglers compared to results 
from 2016. Despite the clear progress in coming to an 
agreement on schedule, the resulting salmon seasons are 
once again a mixed bag of good and bad for both angling 
opportunity and conservation efforts.  
 
Several fisheries are back on the table this year, 
including a return of nearly all of the lost 2016 Central 
and South Puget Sound coho fisheries. Summer 
mark-selective Chinook fisheries are similar to 2016 
and feature higher expected catches. While limited 
meaningful progress was made in working with the 
tribes to improve in-season management issues, WDFW 
staff did improve communications with the recreational 
angling interests who were participating in the NOF 
process. The department should also be commended for 
pushing back on some late tribal demands during the 
final round of negotiations in Sacramento.  
 
While some fisheries returned in 2017, anglers are 
justifiably disappointed in the loss of opportunity in the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca and in North Puget Sound. The 
closures to some recreational fisheries to reduce impacts 
on wild coho were also more extensive than expected. 
Mark-selective fisheries have proven effective in limiting 
impacts and the closures in Areas 8-1, 8-2, 9 and 10 
likely could have been avoided.  In the case of the Skagit 
and Stillaguamish wild coho runs, non-selective tribal 
fisheries were prioritized over selective recreational 
fisheries.  
 
Areas 5 & 6 are closed for more than half of the winter 
mark-selective season due to conservation concerns 
over Dungeness River Spring Chinook. Finally, Area 7 
will see their mark-selective December Chinook fishery 
closed due to tribal demands that WDFW reduce the 
fishery while the tribes increase their take of Nooksack 
chinook. This change was reportedly made without 
conservation or allocation merit.  
 
The angling and conservation community is still 
frustrated by the continued lack of transparency allowed 
to the public during the North of Falcon process. 
We respect tribal treaty fishing rights, but we believe 
the public should have a greater ability to view and 
participate in the process with our co-managers. Thank 
you to the CCA members who attended and 
participated in the season setting process this year.

2017 Puget Sound Fisheries Seasons Set
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CCA North Snohomish chapter member Nathan Jensen with a Puget 
Sound Blackmouth. 2017 will see a mixed bag of fisheries in the area.
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Salmon & Steelhead Journal Features CCA

 
Have you picked up a copy of Salmon & Steelhead 
Journal recently? If so, you’ve likely seen the CCA 
Washington featured advertisement in the past three 
issues. With a different topic in each issue, ranging 
from advocacy issues to membership growth, the page 
is a great way to share CCA with tens of thousands of 
angling enthusiasts.  
 
Regarded by many as the preeminent magazine for 
salmon and steelhead anglers, S&SJ has showcased 
CCA and our advocacy efforts for many years 
with excellent editorials and articles based on 
current issues. The ongoing gillnet controversy 
on the Columbia was covered in-depth in the 
magazine this Spring, generating a very positive 
response from conservation minded anglers. 

Be sure to pick up a copy or subscribe with special 
pricing available to CCA members. Thank you to 
S&SJ and Editor Pat Hoglund for their commitment 
to CCA and our grassroots conservation endeavors.

  Vancouver Realtor Works For the Fish 

A CCA Southwest Washington chapter member has 
created a great new way to make a difference for the fish. 
Steve Mattice, a real estate agent with Keller Williams, 
has been working with chapter members to help buy and 
sell homes while supporting CCA. Each time that Steve 
closes a home purchase and the client references CCA, 
Steve makes a $250 donation directly to the chapter. 
Since he initiated the program last fall, Steve is nearing 
$1,000 donated to CCA! 
 
Steve Mattice is a licensed broker in the greater Clark 
County area and can be contacted at 360-607-7057. 
If you are a real estate professional and would like to 
work on developing a similar program for your local 
CCA chapter, please contact the CCA state office. 

  CCA Participates in New Sportsman Show 

Enjoying a prime location, CCA Washington made a 
successful appearance at the Monroe Sportsman Show 
presented by Sno-King Puget Sound Anglers (PSA). 
Show attendees were greeted by the CCA booth as they 
entered the venue, complete with a large CCA flag and 
smiling volunteers. By all accounts, the three-day show 
was a resounding success. 
 
Thank you to the volunteers who gave their time to 
participate as well as the many hundreds of attendees 
who stopped by to say hi. We would also like to thank 
the Sno-King PSA chapter and show coordinator 
Dave Reese who put on a wonderful event. 
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CCA is concerned with the low run forecast for our 
iconic wild B-run steelhead and look forward to working 
with WDFW to develop summer and fall fisheries that 
meet ESA impacts. If the forecast for 2017 Columbia and 
Snake steelhead holds true, it would result in one of the 
lowest returns in 40 years and increased conservation 
measures would be necessary to protect these prized 
fish. A proposed fall Chinook gillnet fishery in August 
further compounds these concerns. 
 
A combination of poor outmigration and juvenile ocean 
survival in 2015, along with management focused on a 
Maximum Sustained Yield concept are likely causes for 
the downfall of Snake and Clearwater steelhead in 2016 
and 2017. Fisheries managers expect returns of 7,300 
B-run fish with just 1,100 being wild origin. Overall, 
biologists project about 119,000 combined A and B-run 
steelhead to pass Bonneville dam which is well below the 
approximate 330,000 fish average of the past 10 years.  
 
Popular recreational fisheries from the lower Columbia 
all the way to the Snake and Clearwater systems are 
likely to be constrained due to the smaller run size. At 
this time, a moving closure beginning on the lower river 
and working upstream is expected, with night closures, 
size, and gear restrictions also being discussed. B-run 
steelhead (fish 30” or larger) typically enter the Columbia 
in August and begin to pass Bonneville en masse in 
mid-late August through September. With just 22 total 
wild B run fish impacts available to non-tribal fisheries, 
the potential restrictions are not surprising.  
 
As the proposed early fall Chinook gillnet season is 
scheduled to take place around the peak of B-run 
abundance in the lower Columbia, the Commission’s 
decision to “intensively monitor” the gillnet fleet is 
more important than ever. The last 2012 WDFW 
bycatch observation study showed peak steelhead gillnet 
encounters occurred in the mid-late August timeframe 
which is incredibly concerning, as the B-run fish would 
be moving into active gillnet fisheries in zones 4 and 5 at 
that point.  
 
CCA is committed to working with WDFW and other 
interested parties to develop a monitoring program that 
is not only intensive but is based on sound scientific 
principles, including random sampling of vessels 
versus pre-arranged observation pairings. We are also 
encouraging fisheries managers to have safeguards in 
place if data shows that impacts to B-run steelhead are 
being exceeded by the proposed gillnet fishery. 

Everyone is going to share the pain in the reduction 
of fishing opportunity this season. We firmly believe 
that indiscriminate gillnets have no place in our mixed 
stock fisheries, and this year’s wild steelhead crisis 
is another opportunity for our fisheries managers 
to put conservation first by leaving non-selective 
gillnets out of the lower mainstem Columbia River. 

Concerns Grow Over Dismal B-Run Steelhead Forecast
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It’s Summer derby season for CCA Washington with 
four events on the calendar through August. Derbies are 
a great way to get out on the water and win prizes, while 
growing membership and spreading awareness about 
CCA.  We will be hosting the Peter Flohr Memorial 
Salmon Derby (Wenatchee), the Summer Steelhead 
Challenge (Kalama), the Baker Lake Sockeye Shootout 
and a new salmon derby on Willapa Bay. 
 
The 6th Annual Peter Flohr Memorial Salmon Derby 
(formerly the Wenatchee Salmon Derby) is set for July 
14-15 with multiple weigh-in stations and thousands of 
dollars in prizes. Known as a premier fishing derby in the 
Pacific Northwest, the CCA North Central Washington 
chapter does an incredible job organizing and hosting 
this event with anglers coming from across the region to 
participate.   
 
Next on the calendar is the 5th Annual Summer 
Steelhead Challenge is scheduled for July 21-23 with 
Kalama and Longview weigh-in stations. Excellent 
prizes, exciting angling on the Lower Columbia 
River and its tributaries, and prime tides await derby 
participants. The CCA Lower Columbia chapter is 
looking forward to another great event in 2017.  

 
Our final derby of July is the 2nd Annual Baker Lake 
Sockeye Shootout, scheduled for July 28-30 and hosted 
by the CCA North Sound chapter. This derby was a hit 
in its first year and we expect 2017 to be even better. 
Hard fighting and prime eating sockeye salmon are the 
main draw, though the derby BBQ and a great lineup of 
prizes certainly make this a must fish derby. The event 
is limited to 100 entrants so get your tickets before they 
sell out. 
 
We are excited to be offering our first coastal based 
derby, the CCA Willapa Bay Salmon Derby. Based out 
of Tokeland on August 26-27, the derby will offer five 
prize categories, including an average fish award. A solid 
run of Chinook is expected this year offering anglers the 
chance at quality fishing and nearly $2,000 in prizes.

CCA Derby Season is Upon Us

Did you Know?
While a combination of factors have contributed to 
diminishing steelhead populations, overharvest has 
played a major factor in the historical decline of the 
iconic wild summer steelhead on the Columbia River. 
 
During the first ten years at Bonneville dam (1938-1947) 
1.27 million summer steelhead passed over the 
dam’s fish ladders 
1.4 million summer steelhead were harvested in 
gillnets below the dam  
That’s 52% of the summer steelhead run 
harvested commercially below Bonneville  
 
Decades of overharvest resulted in just 80,540 fish 
crossing Bonneville in 1975, the last year commercial 
landings were allowed. While non-tribal sales are no  
longer allowed, bycatch of steelhead in mainstem  
non-selective gillnet fisheries is a very real concern!
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Contact Us

Comments or questions?  
Please contact: info@ccapnw.org

Washington Office
11805 NE 99th Street Suite 1350

Vancouver, WA 98682

877-255-8772

Check out these great catches by CCA Washington members and supporting guides. Submit your best photos to info@
ccapnw.org to share in the next edition of the Ripple Effect. Chosen submissions will receive a new CCA Simms hat.

Member Photo Spotlight

CCA Inland Empire member Troy 
Black of Blacky’s Guide Service with 
a Spring Chinook salmon.

CCA Pierce County members 
Jonathan Tachell and Art Tachell 
with a pair of Pacific Halibut.

CCA Kitsap members David Smart 
and Mike Carter show off a great 
Columbia River Spring Chinook.
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 MEMBER INFORMATION
r Renewal Dues  r New Membership

Name __________________________________________________________________________

Associate Member Name(s) (if applicable) _____________________________________________

Member ID# (if renewing) __________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

City State _________________________________ Zip _______________

Phone ____________________ Email ________________________________________________

Gift Membership From: ____________________________________________________________

r  $30 MEMBER: Membership card, window decal, 2 bumper stickers, TIDE magazine.

r  $100 MEMBER: All of the above plus CCA print of your choice

r  $15 ASSOCIATE: Per each family member. All member privileges except TIDE. Send names.

r $200 SPONSOR: Bronze lapel pin, print, plus member gifts.

r  $500 PATRON: Silver lapel pin, print, plus member gifts.

r  $1,000 LIFE MEMBER: Life Member display piece, print, plus member gifts. 

 Quarterly payment option available.

r $10 NEW TIDE: Rising Tide newsletter, three NEW TIDE logo decals, iron-on T-shirt 

	 transfer,	redfish	&	speckled	trout	sticker.	For	members	17	and	younger.

Complete this form and send to:
Coastal Conservation Association

11805 NE 99th Street Suite 1350
Vancouver, WA 98682

Ph. 877-255-8772
Ph. 360-694-4300

www.ccawashington.org

 METHOD OF PAYMENT
r Cash Enclosed 

r Check or Money Order Enclosed

r  Mastercard     r  Amex 

r  Visa     r Discover

Credit Card # ______________________

Exp. Date _________________________

Signature _________________________

Associate Member Name

_________________________________

Coastal Conservation Association Membership Application


