
2019 King of the Reach Derby Sets Several New Records

CCA Washington Issue 37 | Winter 2019 | www.ccawashington.org

www.ccawashington.org    |    Page 1 

In what feels like an annual 
tradition, new records for both 
attendance and numbers of fish 
caught were set at this year’s CCA 
King of the Reach Live Capture 
Derby. Over 400 anglers fishing out 
of 100 boats caught a staggering 
1546 wild chinook salmon, which 
were delivered to WDFW and Grant 
PUD hatchery personnel for use 
as broodstock at the Priest Rapids 
Hatchery. The 7th annual derby, 
held during the last weekend in 
October, was coordinated by the 
CCA Tri Cities chapter, WDFW, 
and Grant PUD. 
 
The 2019 “King of the Reach” is 
Justin Sprengel, who also won the 
derby in 2017, with 74 fish turned in 
and accepted by hatchery personnel. 
Several large chinook were caught 

this year, and with the addition 
of a collection site at the Punch 
Bowl hole, fish were in even better 
condition than previous events. 
That’s quite the accomplishment, 
considering the event has had an 
extremely low immediate mortality 
rate.  
 
Approximately 60 different 
prize packages were awarded to 
participants this year, with over 
$20,000 in prizes, loaded captain’s 
bags, and youth participant prize 
bags distributed throughout the 
event. This was a huge increase over 
past prize pools, and it was only 
possible due to the generosity of 
the derby sponsors and donors. The 
first 300 participants even received 
a special King of the Reach “bait 
towel.” 

There was an unexpectedly large 
demand for tickets at this year’s 
derby, with entry limited to the first 
100 boats. For those interested in 
participating next year, we anticipate 
ticket sales will once again start on 
the Tuesday following Labor Day 
(September 8th). Get your crews 
together early and make plans to 
purchase your tickets as soon as 
possible.  
 
The 2020 derby will also see some 
changes to the check-in process 
to reduce time spent in line for 
pre-registered anglers. Lines were 
an issue this year, and we are 
hopeful that our changes will reduce 
wait times next year. 
 
An event of this size is a massive 
undertaking, and preparations 

...continued on page 10
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Potential Breakthrough in Skokomish River Access Fight
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In a potential game changing move, WDFW has 
appealed a 2016 US Department of the Interior (DOI) 
opinion that closed recreational angling access on the 
popular lower Skokomish River. New research, attained 
via independent historians, has cast the 2016 DOI 
opinion on the issue in doubt, and WDFW is hopeful 
that a resolution restoring access to the river’s abundant 
fall chinook and coho fisheries is reached before the 
2020 North of Falcon process gets underway. 
 
CCA and other organizations co-hosted a rally in 2016 
at the George Adams state salmon hatchery, located on 
the lower Skokomish River, supporting the restoration of 
public access to the river for sport anglers. Regrettably, 
several years have passed and anglers have been kept 
off the river, even in years when tens of thousands of 
hatchery fish went unharvested. 
 
In 2016, the DOI opinion ruled that the entire riverbed 
(from bank to bank) was within the boundaries of the 
Skokomish Indian Reservation. After a thorough review 
of independent research, WDFW believes that the 2016 
DOI opinion “is legally and factually deficient.” The 
research in question was based on multiple documents 
and maps from the National Archives that date from 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. These 
historical documents will hopefully be utilized to 
eliminate any ambiguity over the ownership of the 
riverbed. 

As the only sportfishing group in Washington 
with a meaningful presence in Washington DC, 
CCA will continue to provide support on the 
issue through our National advocacy team. It is 
encouraging to see WDFW strongly advocate for 
public sportfishing access, and we look forward 
to working with them and other organizations to 
increase recreational angling opportunity on the 
Skokomish River and beyond in the future. 
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Commercial Overharvest Causes Recreational Crab Closure
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Following an extreme overharvest equal to 
approximately 61% of their quota by commercial 
crabbers, WDFW recently announced an emergency 
closure to the popular and productive recreational 
crab fishery in marine areas 8-1 and 8-2 near Everett. 
Lack of proper oversight by WDFW, along with an 
antiquated reporting process, resulted in a loss of two 
and a half months of 
recreational crabbing 
opportunity in Puget 
Sound. Regrettably, 
this scenario was 
completely avoidable 
and it’s yet another 
example of WDFW 
failing to adequately 
manage fisheries. 
Once again, the 
recreational angling 
community are 
paying the price. 
 
Crabbing is one of 
the few recreational 
opportunities 
available to 
Puget Sound 
recreationalists 
during the winter 
months. Prior to 
the closure, crabbing had been described as “excellent” 
by recreational crabbers in the area. Unfortunately, 
recreational anglers are now left sitting on the sidelines 
and local businesses are suffering.  
 
There is a desperate need for WDFW to modernize their 
current out-of-date reporting system for commercial 
crabbers. Following this debacle, how will WDFW make 
the resource whole after such a large-scale overharvest 

in 2019? Additionally, as advocates for the recreational 
community, WDFW should make amends for their 
debacle by implementing a payback in the form of real 
opportunity to the recreational sector during the 2020 
recreational crab season in areas 8-1 and 8-2. 
 
While this is not the type of news that the recreational 

community wants 
to hear; it is the 
unfortunate reality 
of a harvest-based 
fisheries management 
approach that we are 
all too familiar with. 
CCA Washington 
initiated a Voter 
Voice campaign in 
the Puget Sound 
area, urging our 
members to let 
WDFW Director 
Kelly Susewind know 
that real management 
reforms are needed 
following this latest 
mishap.  
 
For those of us 
looking for a silver 
lining, WDFW 

has indicated that they will use this opportunity 
to evaluate and hopefully modernize their current 
out-of-date reporting system for commercial 
crabbers. Though the damage has been done this 
year, we remain optimistic that this predicament 
will serve as yet another reminder to our elected 
officials regarding the desperate need for policy and 
harvest management changes in our state. Stay tuned 
for more updates on this very important issue.
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 North Sound Members Give Back 
 
CCA North Sound chapter members participated 
in a recent riparian restoration project at Riverfront 
Park in Sedro-Wooley. Hosted by the Skagit Fisheries 
Enhancement Group, the Sedro-Wooley riparian 
restoration project is an opportunity for community 
members to engage in a project that will convert 7 acres 
of invasive blackberry brambles into a healthy native 
ecosystem consisting of native riparian plants.  
 

Restoration on this site will protect water quality on 
a tributary to the Skagit River, while also improving 
habitat for salmon, wetland birds, and other wildlife. 
Planting events provide an excellent opportunity for 
CCA members to get their hands dirty and make a 
difference, while networking with other conservationists.  

If you’re interested in getting involved in a 
similar program, contact your local chapter or 
the state office at 360-694-4300. We will try to 
connect you with a local project in your area.

 CCA Supports Invasive Pike Removal 
 
CCA Washington submitted a letter in support of the 
state Recreation and Conservation Office’s budget 
submission request of $500,000 to create a northern pike 
suppression and early detection grant program in the 
2020 supplemental operating budget. 
 
Many predator populations, including northern pike, 
have reached unnatural levels, due to human actions 
and/or conflicting laws. CCA Washington supports 
science-based efforts to reduce the impacts of predation 
on adult and juvenile fish populations, including species 
listed under the Endangered Species Act, such as 
salmon, steelhead and sturgeon. 
 
Northern pike are voracious predators that were 
illegally introduced into tributaries to the Upper 
Columbia River. Pike have gradually made their way 
downstream and are now present in Lake Roosevelt. 
Should northern pike become established below 
Grand Coulee Dam, it could be disastrous for already 
depleted populations of salmon and steelhead.

 Join Our State Sponsor Family 
 
Are you looking to expand your brand and support 
a great cause? If the answer is yes, partnering with 
CCA Washington is an excellent way to showcase your 
business.  
 
State sponsors contribute goods to CCA Washington, 
who in turn distribute those donations to chapter events 
across the state. These items are used at banquets and 
derbies and help raise funds for CCA Washington. All 
funds raised at Washington banquets stay within the 
state to work on our fisheries issues. 
 
If you’d like more details, or if you’re interested 
in becoming a CCA Washington state sponsor, 
please contact us at info@ccawashington.org
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Despicable Gill Net Shuffle Continues on Columbia
On the lower mainstem 
Columbia River, fisheries 
managers from Oregon 
and Washington approved, 
cancelled, extended, and 
then cancelled again, 
various gill net fisheries this 
fall. Large mesh gillnetting 
targeting chinook started 
in August in Zones 4-5, 
and that season was cut 
short due to high catches 
of upriver bright chinook. 
It was just the start of this 
fall’s despicable shuffle of 
non-selective gill nets on the 
lower mainstem Columbia 
River. 
 
September and into October saw small mesh gill net 
seasons approved and later extended, while a four-day 
large mesh gill net chinook fishery in Zones 4-5 was 
cancelled after just one night of fishing in October. This 
was because the gill net fleet, in just one day, landed 
more than two times as many upriver bright chinook 
than was expected over the entire four-day fishery. It 
begs the question, how reliable is the forecasting data 
that is used to schedule and subsequently manage these 
fisheries? 
 
CCA, along with a coalition of other organizations, 
opposed the gill net openings, due to the non-selective 
nature of the gear being used, the lack of any onboard 
monitoring programs, and the impacts on ESA-listed 
B-run steelhead, which were present in the lower 
Columbia at the time of the fisheries. Following these 
continued gill net fisheries, CCA Washington sent out 
an Action Alert asking anglers and conservationists to 
share their concerns with their elected officials. 
 
The record low numbers of steelhead returning to the 
Columbia and Snake systems this year are bringing 
more attention to the bycatch impacts caused by gill 

nets. The Nez Perce Tribe 
cancelled their late season 
gill net fisheries aimed at 
chinook, in order to pass 
more steelhead upstream. 
They have even opposed fall 
chinook gill net openings 
supported by their fellow 
Columbia River tribes. 
Additionally, the Idaho 
Department of Fish & Game 
also argued against further 
gill net fisheries in 2019. We 
have been encouraged by 
those respective actions. 
 
Finally, in a positive 

development, the joint state Columbia River Policy 
Review Committee (PRC) cancelled their mid-November 
meeting amid uncertainty over the Oregon delegation’s 
representation. This was due to a large turnover on the 
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hatchery &
an introduction
by dave schamp - director 
Hatchery & Wild COexistwild

Northwest fish hatcheries are 
under attack by well-funded 
and aggressive organizations 
that have wrongly scapegoated 
hatcheries as the cause of wild 
fish declines. Under the guise 
of protecting wild fish, the anti-
hatchery groups often use the 
legal system to their advantage 
by finding and exploiting 
technicalities to attack hatchery 
production. From experience, 
they know that State and Federal 
agencies are unlikely to fight 
their legal challenges because it 
is time consuming and costly. 
Regrettably, their deceptive 
scheme has been successful, 
leading to significant reductions 
in hatchery releases. 
 
Likely encouraged by anti-
hatchery groups, a misleading film called “Artifishal” 
was recently released by the California based clothing 
company Patagonia. The film blames hatcheries for 
struggling wild salmon populations. It is littered with 
over-amplified select science and seemingly deliberate 
misrepresentations regarding fish hatcheries and the role 
they play in wild fish and Orca recovery. Its potential 
influence on a concerned, but largely uninformed public 
is alarming. 
 
Lawsuits, biased science and growing pressure from 
anti-hatchery supporters has led policy and decision 
makers to consider and implement reductions of, 
and in some instances elimination of, key hatchery 
programs. Sadly, those drastic actions have not resulted 
in measurable increases in wild fish numbers. There is 
no known instance in Oregon or Washington where 
the reduction, or elimination, of hatchery plantings has 
resulted in a measurable increase in wild fish abundance 
or productivity at the population level absent other 

contributing factors, including non- selective harvest. 
 
Concerned about shrinking hatchery releases and 
resulting negative impacts to fish runs without a 
noticeable rebound in wild fish abundance, the Hatchery 
& Wild Coexist (HWC) campaign was launched in 
early 2019. The campaign emphasizes the significance 
of fish hatcheries and the positive role they can play in 
wild fish recovery and providing abundant fisheries.
 
Hatcheries are not the cause of wild fish declines. In fact, 
there are numerous examples where well-designed and 
properly implemented conservation hatchery programs 
have been used to increase wild fish numbers, save 
runs on the brink of extinction and recover extirpated 
populations. Without hatcheries, hundreds of runs of 
salmon and steelhead would no longer exist. State and 
Federal agencies recognize hatcheries are an important 
and much needed tool in conserving and recovering wild 
fish. 
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Along with hatcheries, HWC 
advocates for ongoing habitat 
protection and recovery. Most 
agree habitat restoration is the 
key to increased wild fish natural 
production. Sensible people, however, 
understand it’s not realistic to believe 
all lost habitat will be recovered and 
absent maximum habitat recovery 
it’s not reasonable to expect wild 
fish numbers to recover to the 
point of abundance. Hatcheries are 
necessary to achieve abundance. HWC 
advocates for improved hatchery 
management using modern best 
practices to provide abundant and 
healthy fisheries.  
 
Many Northwest hatcheries have not 
been properly maintained and need 
to be modernized. HWC  encourages decision makers 
to reinvest in our hatcheries to improve production 
and the fitness of released fish. Hatcheries can, and 
should, produce fish fit for the natural environment with 
negligible effect on their naturally spawned cousins. 
 
Improving hatchery practices, increasing releases 
and changing the anti-hatchery mentality will require 
a loud informed voice. HWC is successfully rallying 
influential organizations like CCA, combined with a 
growing number of large and small businesses, and 
thousands of individuals to come together in support 
of this important campaign to save and revitalize our 
hatcheries.  
 
Your help is needed. Please visit the HWC website: 
www.hatchery-wild-coexist.com. It provides easy 
to understand information that dispels much of the 
anti-hatchery rhetoric. Get the facts and share them. 
Subscribe for updates and follow developments 

on Facebook and Instagram. HWC is a 100% 
volunteer 501(c)3 organization. HWC are currently 
working on exciting new research studies, advocacy 
programs and developing public information. Join 
the fight to defend our hatcheries!  
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Fish Have Fins, So Should Your Motor
By Richard Bogert 
 
The fishing is tough. The wind is 
blowing. There is strong current. 
Other boats are all over the place, 
struggling to stay in the slot, but you 
are stable and in complete control. 
You have an edge! 
 
There is an old expression about 
going through life like a ship without 
a rudder. Being rudderless is never 
a good thing. Unfortunately, most 
boats are effectively rudderless. That 
is where the fins from Uncle Norm’s 
Marine Products come in. They have 
been giving sportsman an edge since 
2010. 
 
While the idea is simple, it is also very effective. 
Outboard motors and Inboard/outboard motors have 
very little actual fin area or rudder effect. Most of the 
steering is from the thrust of the motor pushing the 
stern in a particular direction. No thrust, no steering. 
It’s that simple. Now add a pair of powerful rudders 
to the lower unit and gain steering control as long as 
there is water flowing past the rudders. This works even 
anchored in current, power off.  
 
The fins have two different active areas. The vertical fin 
portions give you powerful rudder action. Since the fins 
are mounted aft of the prop, they also direct the water 
flow enhancing the directional thrust.  As long as there 
is water flowing past the fins, you have influence on the 
boat. The second active area of the fins is the broad fluke 
area between the vertical fins. This fluke area acts like 
a powerful trim tab. It’s larger than most trim tabs and 
because it is mounted further aft, it has more leverage on 
the boat. The amount of trim is easily controlled by the 
motors “Tilt Trim” control. No need to install additional 
controls.  
 
There is one other passive benefit of the fins. The 
FLUKE area acts like a shock absorber. As the boat 
bobs up and down, the fluke displaces a lot of water and 
that dampens the movement of the boat. Garmin TR1 
autopilot users find that the back and forth oscillations 
of the kicker motor are minimized and the system is far 
more effective and doesn’t have to work as hard. This 
drastically reduces battery drain and wear and tear on 
the TR1 components.  

 
The Orca and Dolphin Fins are designed to fit most 
outboards and I/O drive powered boats and installs 
in minutes with the No-Drill Clamp Set. Fins are 
available directly from Uncle Norm’s Marine Products, 
a CCA Washington statewide sponsor. Check them 
out at www.unclenormsmarineproducts.com
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Get Engaged With Your Chapter Banquet Committee
Do you want to get more involved with your local 
chapter? If the answer is yes, then consider joining your 
chapter’s banquet committee. Each banquet committee 
is responsible for coordinating their chapter’s annual 
banquet, including procuring donations and selling 
tickets. These volunteer committees work alongside state 
staff to ensure a great event for attendees and CCA alike. 
Volunteering on a banquet committee helps improve 
our events, ensuring we gain members and additional 
support for a very worthy cause. 
 
There are some misconceptions that being on a banquet 
committee requires a large time commitment. The truth 
is this; the amount of time you put in is entirely up to 
you! Some of our banquet committee members choose 
to dedicate large amounts of time to the cause. These 
members are greatly appreciated and they are vital to 
what we can accomplish at CCA. With that said, if you 
can only attend a few meetings, sell a table or two of 
tickets, and solicit a few donors, you are still making a 
major difference and are supporting other volunteers.  
 
CCA banquets are an exciting blend of fellowship, great 
food, live and silent auctions, and fun games and raffles. 
The best part is that everyone who attends receives their 
one-year CCA membership, making these events vital 
to growing our statewide membership and influence 
on important advocacy issues. If you cannot join your 
banquet committee, consider attending the banquet, 
purchasing a table, or donating to the event. Check out 
our 2020 spring banquet schedule for more information. 
 
If you are interested in joining your chapter banquet 
committee, please contact the chapter directly or 
feel free to call the CCA offices at 360-694-4300. 

 
North Snohomish (Everett) - February 29
Twin Harbors (Aberdeen) - March 7
Tri Cities (Pasco) - March 7
Sea Tac (Kent) - March 14
N. Central Wa. (Wenatchee) - March 20
Lewis County (Chehalis) - March 21
Kitsap (Bremerton) - March 28
Hells Canyon (Clarkston) - April 17
SW Washington (Vancouver) - May 8
Pierce County (Puyallup) - May 15
North Sound (Mt. Vernon) - May 16
N. Olympic Peninsula (Sequim) - May 28
Yakima (Selah) - May 29
Inland Empire (Spokane) - June 5
Sno King (Woodinville) - June 19

2020 Spring Banquets
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Comments or questions?  
Please contact: info@ccawashington.org

Washington Office
12013 NE 99th Street Suite 1680

Vancouver, WA 98682

877-255-8772

Contact Us

for the derby started in the late Spring for derby 
chairperson Rich Coleman and his derby committee. 
Thank you to Rich and his entire family for their fine 
work and leadership, along with WDFW’s Paul Hoffarth 
and Grant PUD’s Eric Lauver for their dedication and 
coordination of the King of the Reach angler broodstock 
collection program. Dozens of CCA members, the 
Chiawana High School Fishing Club, and countless 
others volunteered during the busy derby weekend.

King of the Reach Continued...

Oregon Commission (five of the seven Commissioners 
are newly appointed) and it puts the brakes on attempts 
by Washington Commissioner Donald McIsaac to 
further dismantle the Columbia River Reforms of 2013, 
that were established through a well vetted process with 
ample public participation. 
 
Instead of abandoning the Columbia River fishery 
reforms, fisheries managers should instead provide 
the oversight necessary to ensure the reforms achieve 
their conservation and economic objectives. For those 

Columbia Gill Net Shuffle Continued...
interested in providing public testimony on the subject, 
make yourself available to attend upcoming Commission 
meetings.  
 
While we feel the 5-year timeframe to implement 
the original Columbia River reforms was more than 
adequate for our fisheries managers, it comes as no 
surprise that much work still needs to be done in 
order to preserve our future fisheries by eliminating 
destructive, non-selective harvest methods. 

The 2020 Washington Sportsmen’s Show, which will 
feature new exhibitors and features, is almost here!  The 
show is scheduled for January 22-26 at the Washington 
State Fair Events Center in Puyallup. CCA Washington 
will host a booth dedicated to promoting conservation 
and sport fishing at the show.  
 
This year the booth will be offering special new bonus 
gifts with the purchase of a membership, along with 
giveaways for kids. If you attend the show, please stop by 
our booth and say hello! Our booth will be fully stocked 
with the latest advocacy materials and membership 
event information, so be sure to check those out.  

We’re currently looking for members to help promote 
CCA and staff the Sportsmen’s Show booth. CCA 
booth volunteers receive free admittance for the day 
they volunteer, and many three to four-hour shifts are 
available. It’s a great opportunity for you to connect with 
fellow anglers, CCA members, and outdoor industry 
professionals. Please contact our office at 360-694-4300 
if you’re interested in volunteering at the show. 
 
Additionally, the CCA Tri Cities chapter will be 
hosting a booth at the Tri Cities Sportsmen’s Show, 
scheduled for Jan. 17-19 at the HAPO Center in 
Pasco. Contact us for info on how to volunteer. 

Volunteers Needed at Upcoming Sportsmen’s Shows
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Check out these great catches by CCA Washington members, friends, and supporting guides. Submit your best 
high-resolution photos to info@ccawashington.org and we may share them in the next edition of the Ripple Effect!

Member Photo Spotlight

Jon Tachell shows off a large albacore 
tuna that he caught earlier this year.

This Rogue River hatchery steelhead 
is displayed by angler Tyler Comeau.

Madden Grove with two Washington 
coho salmon from a coastal stream.
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 MEMBER INFORMATION
r Renewal Dues    r New Membership

Name __________________________________________________________________________

Associate Member Name(s) (if applicable) _____________________________________________

Member ID# (if renewing) __________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

City /State _________________________________ Zip _______________

Phone ____________________ Email ________________________________________________

Gift Membership From: ____________________________________________________________

r  $35 MEMBER: Membership card, window decal, 2 bumper stickers, TIDE magazine.

r  $100 MEMBER: All of the above plus CCA print of your choice

r  $15 ASSOCIATE: Per each family member. All member privileges except TIDE. Send names.

r $200 SPONSOR: Bronze lapel pin, print, plus member gifts.

r  $500 PATRON: Silver lapel pin, print, plus member gifts.

r  $1,000 LIFE MEMBER: Life Member display piece, print, plus member gifts. 

 Quarterly payment option available.

r $10 YOUTH: Rising Tide newsletter, three NEW TIDE logo decals, iron-on T-shirt 

	 transfer,	redfish	&	speckled	trout	sticker.	For	members	17	and	younger.

Complete this form and send to:
Coastal Conservation Association

12013 NE 99th Street Suite 1680
Vancouver, WA 98682

Ph. 877-255-8772
Ph. 360-694-4300

www.ccawashington.org

 METHOD OF PAYMENT
r Cash Enclosed 

r Check or Money Order Enclosed

r  Mastercard     r  Amex 

r  Visa     r Discover

Credit Card # ______________________

Exp. Date _________________________

Signature _________________________

Coastal Conservation Association Membership Application


