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By Nello Picinich, Executive Director

I remember as a kid fishing with my 
dad on Alki beach in West Seattle. Even 
though we would only catch an occasional 
bullhead or flounder, the fond memories 
will forever be etched in my mind.

It wasn’t until my late teens that those 
early memories of fishing grew into 
a passion. I can clearly recall, as if it 
were yesterday, the first every summer 
steelhead I hooked on the Wind River 
and the first ever winter steelhead I 
landed on the Sandy River. As magical 
as those moments were, they don’t 
measure up to the first bullhead I reeled 
in from that pier on Alki beach.

With four kids of my own now, I’ve done my best to 
introduce them, and many of their friends, to the joys of 
fishing. Annually, we all look forward to our week long 
vacation on Newman Lake in eastern Washington. The 
lake is loaded with bass, bluegill, crappie, perch and tiger 
musky that make for action packed fishing. We also love 
to chase salmon and steelhead on the rivers near home 
or fill the cooler with Kokanee on the nearby reservoirs.

...continued on page 2

But it’s more than just fishing for my family. It’s 
a healthy outdoor activity, a learning experience 
and precious time together having fun. As future 
conservationists, it’s important they learn to both 
appreciate and respect our natural resources.

I remain hopeful that our fisheries managers will 
one day recognize and prioritize the social benefits 
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that recreational fishing has to offer which is so 
much more than merely a dead fish in the bottom 
of a boat. It’s about time together - camaraderie 
with friends and bonding with family.

Please, do what you can to take a young person 
fishing this summer. There is no better time 

than now. Help them understand the value of 
recreational fishing by experiencing it firsthand.

Remember, you don’t need to catch a big fish or a lot of 
fish to make an outdoor fishing adventure worthwhile. 
Even if you only catch an occasional bullhead or 
flounder you will create memories to last a lifetime.
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Salmon anglers can look 
forward to a decent summer 
that includes additional time 
on the water, an earlier start 
date in two Puget Sound 
marine areas and a boost 
in some hatchery chinook 
quotas. 
 
The first window of oppor-
tunity starts in central Puget 
Sound on June 1 for resident 
coho, which in recent years 
has been nothing short of 
outstanding. Look for coho 
averaging 2 to 4 pounds at 
Jefferson Head, West Point 
near Shilshole Bay and Rich-
mond Beach/Edmonds oil 
dock area. 
 
Northern Puget Sound opens 
for hatchery chinook from 
July 16-Aug. 15 with a catch quota of 6,542. By compari-
son in 2019, the season started on July 25 with a 3,491 
quota. Also look for hatchery coho from Aug. 16-Sept. 
30. 
 
Hatchery-marked chinook in central Puget Sound also 
become fair game from July 16-Aug. 31 with a catch quo-
ta of 4,159 (up from 3,057 and a later start date of July 25 
in 2019). Inner-Elliott Bay opens for chinook from Aug. 
2 to noon on Aug. 5 if an in-season test fishery shows an 
abundance of fish. 
 
The San Juan Islands open July 1-31 with a quota of 
1,562 hatchery chinook and may reopen in Aug. 16-31 

if the quota is not achieved. A 
coho only directed season is Aug. 
1-Sept. 30. 
 
South-central Puget Sound in the 
Tacoma/Vashon Island area will 
provide a rather robust summer 
hatchery chinook fishery from July 
1-Sept. 30 with a quota of 4,196, 
up from 2,805 in 2019. 
 
Southern Puget Sound is open 
year-round, and locals like to keep 
an early summer hatchery chinook 
fishery hush-hush off Fox Island, 
Hale Passage and Point Fosdick. 
 
Sekiu and Port Angeles in the 
Strait is open July 1-Aug. 15 for 
hatchery chinook, and from Aug. 
16-Sept. 30 for hatchery coho. 
Check the rules pamphlet for a 
section of Port Angeles area that is 
closed. 

 
There will also be summer terminal fisheries in Belling-
ham Bay, Tulalip Bay and Sinclair Inlet targeting abun-
dant hatchery salmon. 
 
Social distancing guidelines remain in effect and WDFW 
has advice at https://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing. 
 
Mark Yuasa is a freelance writer for 710 ESPN The 
Outdoors Line and Northwest Sportsman and Northwest 
Yachting Magazines. Mark spent 33 years at The Seattle 
Times and wrote the outdoors column for 25 years and 
was the Northwest Marine Trade Association Director of 
Grow Boating and NW Fishing Derby Series.

By Mark Yuasa
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 Fishing Re-opens in Washington 
 
Following the efforts of the recreational angling 
and outdoors community, Governor Jay Inslee 
announced that some recreational angling would 
re-open in Washington on May 5th. The re-opening 
of recreational fishing will provide a positive outlet 
during this difficult time for Washingtonians.

Following the emergency closure of recreational fishing 
in late March, a broad coalition of recreational fishing, 
boating, and conservation organizations, including 
CCA Washington, came together and asked Governor 
Inlsee to consider an early re-opening of the state 
to recreational fishing and other outdoors activities. 
Washington state was the only state to effectively 
make all forms of recreational fishing illegal.

The coalition actively worked with the Governor’s 
office asking for action on the issue, and CCA’s Action 
Alert on the subject set near records for the number 
of responses. Needless to say, your voices were heard. 
Now that we’re back on the water, we ask that anglers 
follow recommended guidelines while fishing to ensure 
we have continued access to the sport we all cherish.

Unfortunately, it’s clear that this arbitrary policy 
is not about conservation. In fact, under the 2020 
agreement, two tribal fisheries with relatively high 
impacts on Stillaguamish hatchery Chinook are 
expected to match or exceed their recent average 
harvest levels. According to a detailed analysis, the 
near complete closure of the winter Blackmouth 
fishery won’t increase the escapement of wild 
or hatchery Chinook to the Stillaguamish.
Puget Sound sport fisheries were already constrained by 
weak ESA-listed Chinook populations.  
 

 North of Falcon Needs Serious Changes 
 
The annual salmon season-setting process known 
as “North of Falcon” once again went south for 
anglers, as WDFW agreed to drastic new cuts, 
including a near complete winter Blackmouth 
fishery closure, that targets hatchery Chinook with 
minimal impacts to ESA-listed wild Chinook.

The culprit of the Puget Sound reductions is WDFW’s 
acceptance of arbitrary, one-sided policies demanded by 
Puget Sound treaty tribes. Specifically, the 10-year state-
tribal Puget Sound Chinook Harvest Management Plan 
proved to be the primary stumbling block to equitable 
fisheries. If left in place, this policy will drastically curtail 
Puget Sound recreational fisheries for years to come.

Through the adoption of mark-selective fisheries, we’ve 
reduced our mortalities to these ESA-listed stocks, 
only to have these conservation savings absorbed by 
non-selective fisheries. According to WDFW data, the 
overall tribal share of available Chinook is expected to 
increase from 56% in 2019 to at least 62% in 2020. 
 
In response to this current situation, CCA and 
a coalition of like-minded organizations are 
currently pleading with WDFW Senior Staff and the 
Washington Fish & Wildlife Commission to restore 
fairness and common-sense to the management 
of Puget Sound salmon fisheries. We believe this 
can be done in a way that respects treaty-fishing 
rights, consistent with the Boldt Decision, while also 
conserving wild, ESA-listed Puget Sound Chinook.

The coalition has asked the Commission to direct staff 
to prepare a plan for WDFW to secure its own permit 
from NOAA Fisheries if the co-managers are unable to 
agree to a joint plan that is fair and equitable for tribal 
and non-tribal fishers. Following another disappointing 
season setting process, it’s clear that the current system 
is failing the fish and people of this state. Change is 
sorely needed!mbia River Gillnet Economics 
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CCA Washington Supporting Guides Program
CCA Washington’s Supporting Guides Program is a list of professional fishing guides and outfitters that are CCA 
members who have generously supported CCA over the past few years. Support from guides greatly enhances our 
ability to accomplish our mission through both donations of guided fishing trips and encouraging their clientele to join 
CCA. In these challenging times, your support of these businesses is needed more than ever.

We are grateful for the expertise and support these guides provide. Many of them fish beyond their home regions, so 
don’t hesitate to visit their website and/or contact them directly to learn more about the outdoor experiences they offer.

If you are a guide that supports CCA now, or would like to start, please contact us at 360-694-4300 for more information.

 Eastern Washington & Idaho
Angling Oregon - Chris McMahon    www.anglingoregon.com
Atomic Anglers Guide Service - Chris Tannahill     (509) 539-1293 
Austin’s Northwest Adventures - Austin Mosier   (509) 668-0298
Bo’s Sport Fishing Adventures - Bo Lybeck      (509) 853-8572
Bobber Down Guide Service - Brad Wagner     www.fishwenatchee.com
Brett’s Guide Service - Brett Nearing www.brettsguideservice.net
Cap’s Fishing Adventures - Gregg Couch     (509) 308-8123
Capt. Z’s Guide Service - Lloyd Zinsli     (509) 947-1757
Columbia River Guide Service - Chris Turvey   (509) 571-6198
D&H Guide Service - Dan Houfek    www.wasalmonfishing.com
Darrell & Dad’s Guide Service      www.darrell-dads.com
Dr. D’s Guide Service - Dell Burton     (509) 735-4792
Flatout Fishing - Gerardo Reyes     www.flatoutfishing.net
Hammer Down River Excursions - Homer Brown (208) 839-9993
Hester’s Sportfishing - TJ Hester   www.hesterssportfishing.com
Lake Chelan Fishing Adventures    (509) 393-9665
Mitchell Sportfishing - Craig Mitchell  www.mitchellsportfishing.com
Munden’s Rising Son Adventures - Jacob Munden  (509) 492-8852 
O’Doherty Outfitters - Bryce Doherty    www.odohertyoutfitters.com
Okanogan Valley Guide Service - Jerrod Gibbons   (509) 429-1714 
Plughoff Outfitters -  John Plughoff    www.salmonfishtricities.com
Preszler’s Guide Service - George Preszler  (509) 521-7141 
Reel Time Fishing    www.reeltimefishing.com
Stahl’s Guide Service - Tyler Stahl   (541) 240-1927
Steel Dreams Guide Service - Adam Hocking  (509) 869-9694 
Stott’s Fishing - Tom Bullock    www.fishstotts.com
Team Takedown Guide Service - Mike Roth   (509) 885-4401
Tri City Guide Service - Chris Benson   www.tricityguideservice.com
Zoller Outfitting - Tracy Zoller - www.zollersoutfitting.com

Adriatic Outfitters - Rick Estes    (360) 270-9409
Clancy’s Fishing - Clancy Holt    www.clancysfishing.com
CT Sportfishing - Connor Taplin    (503) 956-6397
Elite Guide Service  - Nic Norbeck    www.eliteguideservice.com
Fish On Guide Service - Justin Roth    (503) 812-9828
Freelancer Guide Service - Dean Richardson    (360) 560-2725
Gone Catchin’ Guide Service - Cameron Black (360) 921-5079
Lost Creek Fly Shop - Mike Sturza    www.lostcreekflies.com
NW Columbia Fishing Adventures - Casey Kelly     (360) 910-0612
Oregon Tuna Charters - Bret Dickerson    (360) 600-8257
Rip Some Lips Guided Fishing - Owen Mansfield    (253) 358-5492
Riverside Guide Service - Ryan McCaughan     (253) 397-7780
Scott’s Outdoor Sports - Scott Tveten    (253) 279-4989
Steve’s Guided Adventures - Steve Leonard    (360) 609-1902

365 Charters - Doug Saint-Dennis   www.365charters.com
Cause 4 Divorce Guide Service - Cal Stocking    (360) 826-4584
Dickson Flyfishing - Mike Dickson    (425) 330-9506
First Light Guide Service - Mike Ainsworth    (206) 817-0394
Livin Life Adventures - Brianna Bruce  www.livinlifeadventures.com
NW Fly Fishing Adventures - Chris Grieve    (425) 359-3137
Tall Tails Guide Service - Todd Daniels www.talltailsguideservice.com

Advantage Charters - Geoff Grillo   www.advantagecharters.com
All Rivers & Saltwater Charters     www.allriversguideservice.com
CNH Guide Service - Cary Hofmann (206) 919-1266
Far Corners Sport Fishing Express Charters     www.watuna.com
Fiskum Fly Fishing - John Fiskum    (425) 495-9945
Get’m Dry Fishing Company - Jared Cady    www.getmdry.com
LPS’s Guide Service - Lael Paul Johnson  www.lpjsguideservice.com
Lucky Cast Northwest - Chris Ashley (503) 956-6272
OP Guide Service - Nick Hendrickson    (469) 400-8607
Peninsula River Outfitters - Rob Gardiner    (360) 580-6243
Piscatorial Pursuits - Bob Ball    (907) 202-4747
Vail’s Guide Service - Bob Vail    (253) 250-6825
Winter Run Guide Service - Ted Schuman    (253) 961-5312

 Puget Sound  Washington Coast

 Southwest Washington

Absolute Angling - Mike Arnold     www.absoluteangling.net
Chris V’s Guide Service - Chris Vertopoulos    (503) 349-1377
Grant Rilette Fishing - Grant Rilette    www.grantrilettefishing.com
Oar Angling - Kyle Dodson     www.oarangling.com
ReelMello Guide Service - Joe Mello    (541) 661-6568
Tidewater Guide Service - Eddie Kellog   (503) 801-4766
Willamette Valley Outfitters - Kyle Buschelman   (541) 517-7536

 Oregon

Jeff Goodwin Fishing (Northern CA) - Jeff Goodwin  (707) 616-1905
Capt. Jim Carter (FL Keys) - Jim Carter  (208) 836-5544 
Dream Raiser Sportfishing (Costa Rica)   www.fish-costa-rica.com

 Beyond the Northwest
Glacier Bear Lodge (866) 425-6343
Pelican Inn Charters www.pelicaninnfishing.com
Sportsman’s Cove Lodge www.alaskasbestlodge.com
Togiak River Lodge www.togiaklodge.com

 Alaska
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How To: Upper Columbia River Sockeye Fishing
By Mack’s Lure & Jason Brooks of 
the Mack’s Lure Pro Staff 
 
Red and green navigation lights 
revealed the boats trolling so 
slowly across the lake you’d think 
they were as stagnant as the 
water. This “lake” is actually the 
backwaters of Wells Dam, known 
as the “Brewster Pool,” in the 
upper stretches of the Columbia 
River. The boats are filled with 
anglers and this is their last chance 
to dial in the Upper Columbia 
Sockeye fishery. After traveling 
hundreds of river miles up the 
Columbia River, the fish would 
soon turn north, up the Okanogan 
River leading them to Canada.  
 
The sockeye is an interesting salmon. They have 
a two-year life cycle, which often begins in lakes 
that have outflows, creating rivers that lead to the 
ocean. But the sockeye is very temperature sensitive 
– that’s why these fish stage at the famed “Brewster 
Pool.” Here, the river is deep and cool compared to 
the shallow, slow moving Okanogan River, which 
outflows from Lake Osoyoos in British Columbia.
 
While not ferocious eaters, with a diet mostly consisting 
of krill, aquatic bugs and plankton, sockeye do strike 
lures. The key is the speed. Trolling at 1 to 1.5 miles per 
hour with a wide dodger, such as the Mack’s Lure Double 
D™ Dodger 7.6 or 5.8, which swings a small squid skirt 
rigged with a Smile Blade® side to side, enticing a bite. 
The most popular color is pink, tipped with a small piece 
of cured prawn. The smell of the krill’s cousin, swinging 
action of the Cha Cha® Sockeye Squidder and the flash of 
the Double D™ Dodger draws the fish in. Beware, though, 

that fighting a sockeye to the boat can be difficult as 
they are known to have “soft” mouths and, when close 
to the boat or net, will thrash and often pull free.
 When the season opens, usually in mid-July, the boats 
hit the water in the pre-dawn hours. The red and 
green navigation lights shimmer off of the water as 
everyone gets ready for the bite. It comes on fast, just 
as the sun illuminates the eastern sky and, by the time 
it rises above the hillsides, the bite turns off. Sockeye 
are sensitive fish and don’t like bright sunlight. The 
only thing that can turn the fishery off faster is a rain.
 
Eventually, the fish abruptly leave the Columbia and race 
up the Okanogan at the first shot of cooler water. Once 
they cross the border, the fish pair up and begin their 
spawning ritual where they start the cycle all over again.
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Southeastern Washington Bass Bonanza
By Toby Wyatt, Reel Time Fishing 
 
For anglers looking for fast action and good times, spring 
and summer bass fishing on the Grande Ronde and 
Snake Rivers is epic! Smallmouth bass are non-native 
fish that thrive in our rivers, largely because they feast 
on the millions of salmon and steelhead smolt that 
annually migrate to the Pacific Ocean. These plentiful 
smolt are perfectly sized to feed this voracious predator. 
In May and June, after most of the smolt have out 
migrated, crawdads become the preferred food source 
for smallmouth. 

While large bass are usually difficult to catch, large 
females become aggressive in the late spring as they 
make their spawning beds, and they continue their 
aggressive feeding as the crawdads come out to play. Be 
ready, the action this time of year can be explosive! For 
the best action, I like to bass fish the Snake and Grande 
Ronde from May through July. 
 
Plastic tube jigs, curly tails or Senko worms in colors 
such as green, brown, and black will catch pretty much 
everything in the river on any given day. These can 
be rigged in your preferred style, with a drop shot or 
jig-head being the most popular set-up. Sometimes, 
when the fish are picky and not hitting plastic, you can 
throw shallow diving crank baits.  

The Snake River can be fished from a boat or the bank 
up to Heller Bar, with rocky shorelines and rips being 
most productive. The Grande Ronde is a little more 
inaccessible but can be floated by an experienced 
oarsman. About 6 miles above the river’s confluence with 
the Snake, there is a big rapid known as “the Narrows” 
that should be navigated with caution. It confines the 
heavy spring run-off into a narrow shoot that drops into 
a huge standing wave.  
 
You can access the Grande Ronde from the bank 
in several areas that hold large numbers of quality 
smallmouth. You can drive up Snake River Road past 
Heller Bar and access much of the lower river up to the 
mouth of Joseph Creek. That’s about 5 miles of excellent 
riverbank fishing access! Or drive into the famous 
Shumaker grade where you can access another 5-mile 
section of water. Traveling further upriver, there is a 
16-mile stretch of access from Boggan’s Oasis all the way 
to Troy, Oregon that also provides excellent fishing. 
 
Toby Wyatt is the owner and operator of Reel Time 
Fishing in Clarkston, Washington and is the President 
of the CCA Hells Canyon chapter, and the Clearwater 
Chapter of Idaho River Community Alliance. 
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Albacore Tuna Fishing; A Pacific Northwest Gem

When you think about fishing in the Pacific Northwest, 
the first thing that generally comes to mind is salmon 
or steelhead. Many people don’t realize that during the 
Summer months, we have one the best albacore tuna 
fisheries anywhere, off the Oregon and Washington 
coastlines. Warm water currents push the tuna within 
range of the sportfishing fleet sometimes, as close as 
20 miles offshore. With liberal bag limits, these hard 
fighting fish make for a great fishing adventure. 
 
Trip Preparations
To get started in this fishery, I would recommend hiring 
a charter service to learn the ropes and cut down on 
the learning curve (Oregon Tuna Charters or Columbia 
River Sport fishing). If you want to do it yourself, I would 
determine the safe and effective range of your boat to 

By Bret Dickerson, Oregon Tuna Charters & Columbia River Sport Fishing

Advertise in The Ripple Effect

ensure you have enough fuel to get home safely. Once 
you have that figured out, you need to find out where the 
fish are. The best way to do that is to go to online and 
find sea surface temperature charts, chlorophyll maps 
and topographic charts (www.ripcharts.com). Using 
these resources, start looking for temperature breaks and 
blue water breaks. Align these with some underwater 
structure, and you have a good recipe to start fishing. 
 
Technique Overview
There are many 
different techniques 
to target albacore 
including trolling, 
jigging, casting and 
my personal favorite, 
live bait. Each of 
these techniques 
has their time and 
place, but live bait 
is often the most 
effective method 
available. If you’re 
wanting to fish live bait, you must be equipped to 
do it. Your boat needs to have a live bait well with 
a raw water pump to keep the bait alive during 
your trip, and you’ll also need to choose a port 
which offers live bait for sale, like Ilwaco.  
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Technique Specific Rods
When rigging tuna gear, you can’t just rig one rod and 
call it good for the trip. You typically need three rods 
per-person, each rigged for a different style of fishing. 
This is what I pack for a day of fishing. I run Edge rods 
by Gary Loomis, so you can reference these model 
numbers to get more info on the rods at www.edgerods.
com. First off, my trolling rods are a conventional style 
6’3” 30lb rated rod (HLR6330). For casting surface 
iron and swim baits, I use a 7’ 20lb rated spinning 
rod (LRR7020). My jigging rods are conventional 7’ 
20lb rated rods (LRR7020). Finally, I use a 7’6” 30lb 
rated rod (HLR7630) for live bait. I pair all these rods 
with high quality, super strong, Accurate reels. 
 
Dialing in Your Tackle
After you get your rod and reel combos dialed in, it’s 
time to start thinking about tackle. For trolling, my go-to 

lures include Zuker tuna clones and Rapala Xraps. As far 
as colors are concerned, a good reference is to choose 
a bright color on bright days and dark colors on dark 
days. When fishing swim baits, there are many different 
brands to choose from. My personal favorite is the Big 
Hammer in the “blue chovy” color paired with a 1-3 oz 
jig head. Vertical jigging is a very effective technique to 
catch tuna when they aren’t feeding on the surface, or 
when you are fishing out of port that doesn’t offer live 
bait. While there are many types of jigs on the market, 
some of my favorites are the Shimano Flat Fall and Flat 
Side jigs. When you are fishing live bait, I recommend a 
fluorocarbon leader ranging from 20-40lbs tied to ringed 
live bait hooks in size 1-4.  

Patience or Fast Track to Success
Like any fishery, experience leads to success so don’t get 
frustrated! Keep with it or take the fast track to catching 
and hire a charter to learn the basics. Then enjoy what 
many consider to be the best fishery in the region!

Capt. Bret Dickerson is a CCA Supporting Guide 
and the owner and operator of Columbia River 
Sport Fishing Guide Service and Oregon Tuna 
Charters (www.oregontunacharters.com)
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Contact Us

In early April, Governor Jay 
Inslee signed the supplemental 
operating budget (SB 6168) into 
law, culminating a very busy 
and fruitful legislative session 
for CCA and our partners 
in Olympia. Unfortunately, 
Governor Inslee used his 
veto authority to strike over 
100 provisions from the 
bill – including $573,000 
provided for the first phase 
of a Columbia River gill net 
buyback program. In total, the 
vetoes trim $235 million from 
the current 2019-2021 budget. 
 
CCA, working in a coalition alongside other 
organizations, asked Governor Inslee to support the 
gill net buyback funding and other pro-conservation, 
pro-fishing provisions that were included in the 
supplemental budget. Many of our members 
responded to an action alert and wrote the Governor 
in support these important priorities. We are extremely 
disappointed that the Governor chose to veto the 
buyback, which has been an unfulfilled mandate of the 
Oregon-Washington Columbia fishery reforms – a plan 
he first endorsed as a Gubernatorial candidate in 2012.
 
Fortunately, several other CCA priorities survived the 
Governor’s vetoes: 1) funding for a plan to improve 
state salmon hatcheries to benefit Orca whales and 
fisheries (with a focus on a potential new hatchery on 
the Cowlitz River); 2) ensuring WDFW has funding 
and direction to maintain recreational fisheries in 
Puget Sound and the Columbia River; and funding to 
control sea lion predation of ESA-listed salmon and 
steelhead in the Columbia River basin. WDFW will 
also receive an influx of General Funds to maintain 
fisheries and hatchery production around the state.  

2020 CCA Washington Legislative Session Recap
 Despite the Governor’s veto, 
WDFW should take action to 
reduce the number of Columbia 
River gill net permits, including 
invalidating inactive permits. 
CCA will continue to defend 
the bi-state Columbia River 
reforms as some members 
of the Washington Fish 
and Wildlife Commission, 
appointed by Governor Inslee, 
work to restore non-selective 
gillnetting to the lower 
mainstem Columbia River.

Involvement and outreach 
from members like you made 

a big difference during the legislative session. Between 
local visits with elected officials to our CCA Day at 
the Capitol, we saw increased involvement between 
our members and representatives. Thanks to all of our 
members who responded to Action Alerts, contacted 
their elected officials, and met with representatives 
both in-district and at the Capitol. Finally, thank 
you to the state representatives and senators who 
stood up for conservation and recreational fishing.

Here are more details about the approved, and vetoed 
pro-fishing and pro-conservation initiatives.

$500,000 is provided for WDFW to develop a plan 
to assess and prioritize hatchery improvements 
based on the prey abundance recommendations 
of the Southern Resident Killer Whale (SRKW) 
Task Force, with a priority for a new Cowlitz River 
salmon hatchery that will likely be focused on spring 
Chinook. This effort was spearheaded by Senator 
Kevin Van De Wege with the support of others, 
including Senators John Braun and Ann Rivers. 

In other hatchery news, the Capital Budget includes 
$2.9 million to complete the Soos Creek Hatchery 
renovation project, located in Auburn. The Capital 
Budget also includes a provision - Section 3063(2) – 
directing WDFW and the tribes to reach a decision 
by September 30, 2020 on the location of the new 
Deschutes Watershed Center and Hatchery in 
Tumwater - a long time priority for CCA Washington. 
This provision was championed by Rep. Beth Doglio.

 Hatchery Infrastrucutre Plan
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WDFW would receive $462,000 to tackle pinniped 
predation in the Columbia River following the passage 
of federal legislation to streamline sea lion removals 
to protect wild and ESA-listed fish populations, which 
are in turn important to SRKWs. CCA Washington 
was a key player in passing that federal legislation. 

Unfortunately, the agreement does not include funding 
to begin the process of seeking a solution for marine 
mammal predation in Puget Sound and on the Coast – 
which threatens endangered salmon and SRKWs. We 
are urging WDFW to move forward with these critical 
activities within the resources the agency has available. 

The operating budget includes over $24 million in 
General Funds to backfill WDFW’s budget shortfall 
and meet other emerging needs. Included in this 
amount is funding specifically directed to monitor 
Puget Sound fisheries approved through the North of 
Falcon process ($1.7 million) and for the enforcement, 
monitoring, and other activities needed to maintain 
Columbia River recreational fisheries ($659,000). 

 
Prior to the Governor’s veto, WDFW would have 
received $573,0000 in General Funds for the first phase 
of a voluntary Columbia River gill net buyback focused 
on active gill net licenses. Under the provision, the 
licenses would be retired, and participants would be 
prohibited from future participation in the fishery. 

A gill net buyback was a key component of the 
bi-state Columbia River fishery reforms, which 
were first adopted in 2013, and called for the 
complete removal of non-selective gillnets from the 
mainstem Columbia River. These reforms have been 
under constant attack by the gill net industry.

 Managing Recreational Fisheries

 Columbia River Gill Net Buyback

Thank you to everyone who wrote and called their 
legislators urging them to include these important 
provisions in the budget – it made a difference!  
 
We also greatly appreciate the efforts of Senators 
Ann Rivers, Christine Rolfes, Kevin Van De 
Wege, Jesse Salomon and others in fighting 
for conservation and recreational fishing. 

 Columbia River Pinniped Predation
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Pro Tips: Seasonal Boat Prep & Maintenence
By Michael Thompson, Pacific Boatland 

Preparing your boat now for the season ahead can help 
to prevent breakdowns and disappointment later in the 
year when fishing is at its best! We have put together 
a few maintenance recommendations and tips so your 
boat performs at its best. 

Annually. A basic, annual service should be performed 
on all boat motors. This should include an oil and filter 
change and the replacement of the gear lube, engine fuel 
filter and the fuel water separator (if equipped). We also 
recommend changing out the spark plugs every year 
on kicker motors and on two stroke engines. The main 
motors should have the plugs pulled and inspected every 
two years or 200 hours for proper color and wear.  
 
Fuel and Fuel Treatment Products. Due to how boats 
are operated, much of the time their motors are running 
at an idle to a low rpm. This 
creates carbon build up in the 
motor.  Yamaha Ringfree is 
a product which you can use 
to minimize the carbons. It 
is simply added to the fuel at 
the time of fill up. Also, we 
recommend that you always 
use non-ethanol fuel. To help 
find non-ethanol gas near you 
a helpful tool is a phone APP 
called Pure Gas. You can also 
visit their web site at www.
pure-gas.org. 
 
Battery Life. It is good practice to keep your batteries on 
a trickle charger. This helps to ensure that when the nice 
weather hits and the fishing is good, you aren’t stuck at 
the boat launch with a dead battery! Keeping a battery 
on a trickle charger greatly extends the life of your 
battery. There are many good brands on the market such 
as Minn Kota and ProMariner. 

 
Water Pumps. Another maintenance item you should 
pay attention to is the water pump impeller kit. They 
should be changed out about every 4 - 5 years (with 
freshwater use) and every 3 years (with saltwater use). 

 
Using Your Boat in Salt Water.  
If you are using your boat in salt 
water, be sure you properly flush 
your engines using a salt away 
product such as Salt Terminator 
or Volvo Neutral Salt. By flushing 
with a salt away product, it adds 
extra corrosion protection and 
will help extend the life of your 
engine. Another great product to 
help prevent corrosion to outer 
components of the engine is 
Yamaha Yamasheild. 

 
Plan Ahead. Service Department appointments fill up 
quickly as the nice weather and fishing seasons approach.  
Making your service appointment early in the spring will 
ensure your boat is ready to go when the fish show up!  
 
Want to make an appointment for maintenance? Have 
questions? If you would like to bring your boat in for 
service or if you have any questions, please contact 
Pacific Boatland’s friendly Service Department at (360) 
573-0621. Or email us at service@pacificboatland.
com. We look forward to hearing from you!  

For rates, please contact us at 360-694-4300 or  
info@ccawashington.org 

Advertise in The Ripple Effect
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Supporting Your Local Fishing and Boating Retailers
By Liz Hamilton, Executive Director, 
Northwest Sportfishing Industry Association

Enjoying the Pacific Northwest’s beauty and bounty 
is a time-honored tradition, and as the region 
opens up recreation sites, state parks, and fishing 
opportunities, it is critical we are responsible and 
are good stewards of the rivers and each other.

While there are plenty of challenges facing our 
community, reflecting on accomplishments with our 
partners can provide an inspiring reminder of how our 
love for sport fishing and conservation unites us all.

Our local tackle shops, marinas, and sport fishing 
businesses are vital and need our support more than 
ever. Do you value your local tackle store and their 
knowledge?  Do you want them to be there for your next 
family fishing outing? Are you using iconic gear, boats 
and tackle developed for our unique northwest fisheries 
and waters? Then it’s imperative that we support these 
businesses in order to have them in our future.

Go fishing, you will be happy you did! And before you 
go, make sure to safely swing by your favorite retailer, 
or use their online or curbside shopping options. When 
things fully reopen, give the gift of a guided trip to a 
loved one, or even treat yourself! We will come through 
this together by nurturing what is important to us.
 
Finally, don’t forget to support those organizations that 
are fighting to protect and restore fisheries and the 
rights of those who sport fish. NSIA, NMTA and CCA 
have years of successfully partnering in Olympia for 
hatchery and boat launch funding, fair allocation and 
conservation of our fish and rivers. With your support, 
the power of the “jobs, voters and conservation coalition” 
will continue to fight for what we love. Stay safe, stay 
healthy and go fishing. Our emotional, economic and 
environmental wellbeing depend on it.  
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Important CCA Banquet Date Changes
It’s no secret that 2020 has been a challenging year 
for individuals, businesses, and non-profits alike. For 
organizations like CCA that rely on holding banquets, 
it’s been especially arduous as we were only able to host 
three banquets prior to event restrictions being put into 
place in early March.  
 
In response to this unprecedented situation, our 
excellent banquet committee volunteers worked with 
local venues and event sponsors to reschedule all twelve 
of the remaining 2020 spring banquets to the fall. 
 
When the situation normalizes, we’ll be busy preparing 
for exciting banquets at your local chapter. Tickets will 
go on-sale for the rescheduled events in the coming 
months, and we hope you can join us at your chapter’s 
banquet or donate directly to the event. All tickets sold 
for original dates will be honored at the rescheduled 
banquets.  
 
For more questions or to find out how you can support 
your local chapter’s banquet, please contact us at 
360-694-4300 or info@ccawashington.org 

Inland Empire (Spokane) - August 21st
Lower Columbia (Longview) - September 9th 
Yakima (Selah) - September 11th
N. Oly. Peninsula (Sequim) - September 16th 
SeaTac (Kent) - September 17th
Sno-King (Woodinville) - September 18th*
Pierce County (Puyallup) - September 24th
Capitol City (Lacey) - September 25th  
Southwest WA (Vancouver) - October 1st
North Sound (Mt. Vernon) - October 9th  
Lewis County (Centralia) - October 15th*
Kitsap (Bremerton) - October 22nd
Hells Canyon  (Clarkston) - November 6th 
N. Central WA (Wenatchee) - November 13th

New 2020 Banquet Dates

*Venue has changed. See chapter webpage for details!
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Check out these great catches by CCA Washington members, friends, and supporting guides. Submit your best 
high-resolution photos to info@ccawashington.org and we may share them in the next edition of the Ripple Effect!

Member Photo Spotlight

Trevor Smith of Ridgefield is all smiles 
thanks to his dime bright Columbia 
River Chinook salmon.

Check out this Neah Bay lingcod 
caught by Guide Dean Richardson, a 
CCA Life Member from Longview.

CCA Twin Harbors member Patty 
Stansberry cashed in with this nice 
Chinook on the Washington coast.

Dave Dalan, a CCA Tri-Cities 
member swung up this steelhead on 
Idaho’s legendary Clearwater River. 

CCA Life Members Jerry and Sheri Massey of Packwood teamed up to catch and 
release this beautiful sailfish on a recent fishing vacation in Los Suenos, Costa 
Rica. Thanks for sharing this wonderful picture!
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 MEMBER INFORMATION
r Renewal Dues    r New Membership

Name __________________________________________________________________________

Associate Member Name(s) (if applicable) _____________________________________________

Member ID# (if renewing) __________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

City /State _________________________________ Zip _______________

Phone ____________________ Email ________________________________________________

Gift Membership From: ____________________________________________________________

r  $35 MEMBER: Membership card, window decal, 2 bumper stickers, TIDE magazine.

r  $100 MEMBER: All of the above plus CCA print of your choice

r  $20 ASSOCIATE: Per each family member. All member privileges except TIDE. Send names.

r $200 SPONSOR: Bronze lapel pin, print, plus member gifts.

r  $500 PATRON: Silver lapel pin, print, plus member gifts.

r  $1,000 LIFE MEMBER: Life Member display piece, print, plus member gifts. 

 Quarterly payment option available.

r $10 YOUTH: Rising Tide newsletter, three NEW TIDE logo decals, iron-on T-shirt 

	 transfer,	redfish	&	speckled	trout	sticker.	For	members	17	and	younger.

Complete this form and send to:
Coastal Conservation Association

12013 NE 99th Street Suite 1680
Vancouver, WA 98682

Ph. 877-255-8772
Ph. 360-694-4300

www.ccawashington.org

 METHOD OF PAYMENT
r Cash Enclosed 

r Check or Money Order Enclosed

r  Mastercard     r  Amex 

r  Visa     r Discover

Credit Card # ______________________

Exp. Date _________________________

Signature _________________________

Coastal Conservation Association Membership Application


