
Issue 41 | Winter  2020 
www.ccawashington.org



Page 2    |    www.ccawashington.org

2020 King of the Reach Live Capture Derby Recap
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The 2020 CCA King of the Reach Live Capture Derby 
wrapped up in late October, following three days of quality 
fishing for the nearly 300 registered participants. Fighting 
cold temperatures, strong winds, and fluctuating water 
levels, anglers caught and delivered 1,175 live wild fall 
chinook salmon for the Priest Rapids hatchery program 
during the derby weekend. 2020 marked the 9th year 
of the Angler Broodstock Capture program, and the 8th 
consecutive year that it was held in a derby format.  
 
Implementing wild chinook genetics into the hatchery 
stock is important as it produces stronger and more 
resilient hatchery fish. Based off the number of large 
hatchery chinook encountered in the derby this year, it 
appears the program is paying off! Producing hatchery 
fish with wild genetics also reduces impacts that hatchery 
fish may incur from interbreeding with natural origin fish. 
Instead of talking about how to improve our hatcheries, 
CCA is on the front line making it happen. 
3.5” x 2”
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Our 2020 “King of the Reach” was John Plughoff. His boat 
turned in an astonishing 68 fish over the weekend, marking 
one of the best performances in King of the Reach history. 
Over $10,000 in prizes were awarded during the event 
thanks to CCA state sponsors and local donors including 
Grant PUD, Ranch & Home, Sportsman’s Warehouse, 
Griggs, and Kill-R Lures.  

Troy Silva displays a large wild Chinook turned in during 
the derby at Vernita. Photo courtesy of Troy Silva.

Continued on next page...
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Co-hosted by CCA Washington, 
Grant PUD, and WDFW, the derby 
was operated differently this year due 
to Covid-19 restrictions, with reduced 
capacity, safety procedures, and 
online-only registration. Demand to 
participate in the derby was certainly 
not reduced, with the 75 available 
boat entries selling out in under ten 
minutes! We certainly hope to return 
to our 100 boat capacity in 2021, and 
we will likely retain many of the new 
pre-event procedures which saved 
time for participants and helped the 
event run smoothly. 
 
The registration date for the 2021 
King of the Reach will be available 
by early August on the CCA 
Washington website. As always, our 
CCA members will get the news first 
via our state e-newsletters, so be sure 
to sign up as a CCA member if you 
haven’t already done so.  
 
CCA Tri-Cities volunteers did a fabulous job in 
meticulously planning and coordinating the derby to 
comply with state and local restrictions. Thank you 
to these volunteers for their incredible dedication to 
the event. It couldn’t happen without their efforts!

2020 King of the Reach winner John Plughoff shows off his 
winner’s “medal” and trophy wtih this daughter.

1,175 Wild Chinook Collected 

68 Chinook turned in by the Winning Boat 

399 Chinook turned in by Top-10 Boats 

75 Participating Boats 

299 Registered Anglers

10 Minutes to sell out Boat Entries 

$10,000+ Prizes Awarded 

70k 2020 Reach Natural Spawners*  

2020 Derby Stats

WDFW staffer Mike Erickson holding one of several 40” plus wild Chinook that 
were turned in by anglers during the 2020 King of the Reach Live Capture Derby.

* Estimate Per WDFW Nov. 2020
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Thank You
Legislators

From all of us at CCA Washington, thank you to the 37 conservation focused legislators who signed 
on to a letter expressing opposition to the Commission’s changes to the Columbia River Basin Salmon 
Management Policy (C-3620) returning non-selective gillnets to the mainstem while cutting selective 
recreational fisheries. With many wild salmon populations struggling and nearly one million licensed anglers 
in this state, their efforts on behalf of conservation and recreational fishing need to be recognized.

These legislators represent districts across the state – from Puget Sound to Southwest Washington and 
from the Pacific Ocean to the Idaho border. As a bipartisan issue, these elected officials have found 
common ground on a common sense issue – conservation. If you live in one of these districts, please 
take a minute to thank these legislators for taking a bold and courageous stand in favor of conservation 
and much needed selective harvest management reforms. The status quo is clearly not working. 

Find your district by visiting the state District Finder webpage. 

Senators
Sen. Kevin Van De Wege 

24th District
Sen. Ann Rivers 

18th District

Sen. Derek Stanford 
1st District

Sen. Randi Becker* 
2nd District

Sen. Curtis King 
14th District

Sen. Lynda Wilson 
17th District

Sen. John Braun 
20th District

Sen. Marko Liias 
21st District

Sen. Steve O’Ban* 
28th District

Sen. Claire Wilson 
30th District

Sen. Jesse Salomon 
32nd District

Sen. Karen Keiser 
33rd District

Sen. Jamie Pedersen 
43rd District

Sen. Annette Cleveland 
49th District

Sen. June Robinson 
38th District

A special thanks to Senators Rivers and Van De Wege for 
working with their respective caucuses to gather signatures.

* Legislators Not Returning in 2021
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Representatives
Rep. Monica Stonier 

49th District
Rep. Larry Hoff 

18th District

Rep. Alex Ybarra 
13th District

Rep. Tom Dent 
13th District

Rep. Bill Jenkin 
16th District

Rep. Paul Harris 
17th District

Rep. Brandon Vick 
18th District

A special thanks to Representatives Hoff and Stonier for 
working with their respective caucuses to gather signatures.

Rep. Ed Orcutt 
20th District

Rep. Strom Peterson 
21st District

Rep. Mia Gregerson 
33rd District

Rep. Drew MacEwen 
35th District

Rep. Eric Pettigrew 
37th District

Rep. Mike Sells 
38th District

Rep. Carolyn Eslick 
39th District

Rep. Tana Senn 
41st District

Rep. Roger Goodman 
45th District

Rep. Sharon Wylie 
49th District

Rep. Andrew Barkis 
2nd District

Rep. Brad Klippert 
8th District

Rep. Joe Schmick 
9th District

Rep. Mary Dye 
9th District

Rep. Keith Goehner 
12th District

“We urge you not to abandon the guiding principles 
of the Oregon-Washington Columbia River fishery 
reforms. Instead, the Commission should maintain 
restrictions on mainstem gillnetting and outline a plan 
that includes clear expectations and benchmarks for 
the full transition away from gillnets in mainstem 
fisheries.”
 
37 conservation focused legislators, June 2020

“If we adopted the policy as drafted right now would 
there be a political reaction in the legislature? Abso-
lutely… There will be a strong, strong reaction in a 
negative way... It’s a matter of which legislators do you 
tick off the most and how much power 
do they have in the final vote.” 

WDFW Director Kelly Susewind,  
September 1, 2020
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Washington Commission Gives OK to More Gillnetting

In a highly contentious September meeting, the 
Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission voted 5-4 to 
reduce recreational fishing opportunity on the Columbia 
River and restore mainstem non-tribal commercial 
gillnetting during spring, summer, and fall. 
 
Immediately after the vote, Nello Picinich, Executive 
Director of CCA Washington offered the following 
thoughts, “This vote today is a big step backward in 
the conservation of our precious salmon and steelhead. 
Despite this setback on the Washington side of the river, 
we are more committed than ever to eliminate the use of 
non-tribal gillnets in the mainstem and prioritize selective 
recreational fisheries.” 
 
The Commission’s controversial decision, which could 
reduce recreational fishing opportunity by as much as 
25%, came about despite overwhelming public opposition, 
including from nearly forty state legislators, conservation 
groups, and over 100 sportfishing businesses and 
organizations. This decision creates a significant break in 

concurrent management between Oregon and Washington. 
We remain optimistic that the Oregon Commission will 
maintain their “conservation first” approach on Columbia 
River harvest reforms and will remain committed to 
promises made to the recreational community. Except for 
five members on the Washington Commission, we can all 
agree that the status quo is not working. 
 
CCA will continue to work with our coalition partners to 
ensure that conservation wins the day. In the meantime, 
we ask that you call Governor Jay Inslee’s office at 
360-902-4111. Let him know you oppose this reckless 
and irresponsible decision and request that he intervene. 
Please encourage your fishing partners, family, friends 
and co-workers to call this number as well. Governor 
Inslee appointed all five of the Commissioners who 
voted to reduce recreational fishing and he can direct the 
Commission to reconsider its decision.  
 
We remain more committed than ever to fight for 
the conservation of our salmon and steelhead for 
future generations. This upcoming legislative session 
will provide an opportunity for you to have your 
voice heard. We will provide regular updates during 
the legislative session on how you can engage.

Share your Opposition to 
this Reckless Decision!

Call Governor Inslee
360-902-4111
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Determination Incoming on Point No Point Ramp
After years and years of 
a lengthy permit process, 
the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) has 
finally committed to provide 
a determination on the final 
construction phase of the 
Pont No Point boat launch in 
Kitsap county no later than 
January 2021.  
 
To show support, a coalition 
of recreational enthusiasts 
and organizations including 
CCA, sent an email in October to the USACE supporting 
their efforts to bring this long awaited project to a 
close. Additionally, WDFW Director Susewind recently 

reaffirmed WDFW’s commitment 
to this project and noted that if 
there is a positive determination 
from the USACE, WDFW will 
find money to complete the final 
construction phase. 

This boat launch project has been 
ongoing for over two decades 
- with WDFW acquiring the 
property when Bill Clinton was 
in office. Nearly four million 
dollars has already been invested 
into land acquisition, project 

design, upland development, and habitat mitigation. 
In its present format, Point No Point is most certainly 
the state’s most expensive kayak/hand launch! 

Renew Your CCA Annual Membership Today
In the most unprecedented of years, CCA members from 
across the state came together and found creative ways to 
help continue our mission of conservation. From virtual 
fundraisers, online live auction productions, virtual 
advocacy meetings, and socially distanced fishing derbies, 
our members and organization have persevered in 2020. 
Of course, none of these things are the same as spending 
time together, be it at chapter meetings, banquets, or 
gathering in Olympia to help support conservation. 
 
If you haven’t already, we ask that you renew your 
CCA membership. Many people renew their annual 
membership at chapter banquets, and while that was not 
possible for most chapters this year, you can still renew 
your membership online at http://www.joincca.org or by 
calling our CCA Washington offices at 360-694-4300.  

CCA Washington’s mission of conservation would not be 
possible without its members, so be sure to renew today. 
We look forward to a return to normalcy in 2021, and 
we greatly appreciate your membership and continued 
support! 

Renew Your 
Membership

www.JoinCCA.org
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Winds of Change in State Legislature
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An interesting development occurred 
in the November general election, 
as two staunch advocates for the gill 
net industry, State Rep. Brian Blake 
and State Sen. Dean Takko, lost their 
bids for re-election. Both legislators 
were from the 19th District, 
which includes Grays Harbor, 
Pacific, Wahkiakum, and portions 
of Cowlitz and Lewis County. 
 
Rep. Blake was the chair of the House 
Rural Development, Agriculture, 
and Natural Resources Committee, 
and has been an obstacle to common-
sense fisheries conservation 
initiatives. Many believe these 
election results will signal a swing 
towards greater conservation 
in fisheries management.  
 
The new chair of the House Rural Development, Agriculture, and Natural Resources Committee is Rep. Mike Chapman of 
the 24th Legislative District, who has served on the Committee as vice chair for several years. CCA looks forward to working 
collaboratively with this Committee and the new chair, to ensure strong and healthy fisheries for future generations. 
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Skokomish River Access Efforts Continue

There have been some interesting developments in the 
continued efforts to regain recreational angling access 
to the Skokomish River. It’s been a little more than a 
year since WDFW requested “that Solicitor Opinion 
M-37034 (Boundary of the Skokomish Reservation along 
the Skokomish River) be reversed, or at a minimum be 
withdrawn, based upon extensive new information and 
associated legal analyses.” As might be expected in an 
issue like this that requires due process and a thorough 
review of the facts, the boundary issue is being considered 
by the Department of the Interior.  
 
CCA Washington, along with the Congressional 
Sportsmen’s Foundation, recently sent a letter to the 
Secretary of the Interior, David Bernhardt, asking for an 
expedited review process so that the public will once again 
have the opportunity to fish on the productive salmon 
waters of the Skokomish River.  

In early November, the Skokomish Tribe unanimously 
passed Resolution 2020-144 in response to the 
uncertainties of the boundary on the Skokomish River. The 
resolution included this statement: 
 
“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Skokomish Tribal Council hereby directs the Skokomish 
Indian Tribe (including its officials, directors, staff, and 
departments) to oppose the submission of a joint Tribal-
State List of Agreed Fisheries until such time as the State 
of Washington withdraws its false claims of ownership of 
Skokomish’s River...” 

WDFW recently sent a letter to the Skokomish Tribe in 
direct response to their unanimous tribal resolution. 
 
We all know that freshwater salmon fishing opportunities 
are extremely limited in the Puget Sound region. The 
Skokomish River once provided critical bank angling 
opportunities to thousands of anglers annually, many 
of whom lack the boats and equipment necessary to 
participate in offshore salmon fisheries. Once again, we 
hope all parties can come to an agreement that will restore 
public access to the lower Skokomish River, and allow 
anglers the opportunity to pursue the abundant hatchery 
salmon that return to the watershed. 

Anglers protest the Skokomish River access closures in 2016 at the George Adams Hatchery on the Skokomish River.



Page 10    |    www.ccawashington.orgPage 10    |    www.ccawashington.org

Fish Northwest Asks for Boldt Decision to be Upheld

In October, Fish Northwest (FNW), a non-profit recre-
ational angling organization, filed a Motion to Intervene in 
the United States versus Washington, 384 F. Supp. 312, 
commonly known as the Boldt Decision. By requesting 
the motion to intervene, FNW is asking to be named as 
a party in the landmark 1974 lawsuit to protect the rights 
and interests of its members and the citizens of Washington 
state.
 
As an integral part of the legal proceedings, FNW intends to 
accomplish this goal by asking the courts to simply uphold 
and abide by the Boldt Decision, which calls for equal 
sharing of harvestable salmon.

Unsurprisingly, the United States, WDFW and the tribes 
each submitted motions to dismiss FNW’s request. 
Interestingly, their motions did not dispute arguments 
made by FNW that laid out the violations of federal law. 
FNW is continuing to push for the Federal government, 
state (WDFW) and tribes to adhere to the Boldt Decision 
ruling, which currently governs them.

Not only will upholding the Boldt Decision restore fairness 
and equity in harvest, but it will also benefit the long-term 
conservation of our salmon fisheries. Stay tuned for future 
updates, and please visit the FNW website to find out how 
you can support their worthy endeavor.
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Gear Review: Work Sharp Pivot Knife Sharpener
By Tyler Comeau
When fishing, there are a few things 
that drive me crazy. Dull hooks and 
dull fillet knives are two of my biggest 
frustrations. Thankfully, I’ve found a 
new product from Work Sharp that has 
made those frustrations go away. The 
new Work Sharp Pivot Knife Sharpener 
has become my must have fishing and 
outdoors accessory of 2020, and it’s 
always in my fishing sling or tackle 
box.  
 
Designed to be compact and ultralight, 
the Pivot Knife Sharpener is a 3-stage 
knife and tool sharpener that also has 
a grooved diamond plate on one side 
for sharpening dull hooks. With the 
Pivot Knife Sharpener, I’ve found that 
dull hooks are a problem of the past. 
Anything from small size 16 trout flies 
to 4/0 hooks on my Super Bait rigs are 
easy to sharpen with the Pivot. 
 
We all know that properly cleaning fish demands a sharp 
knife. Dull fillet knives result in less efficient cleaning, 
leaving meat on the carcass, and higher potential for an 
accident to occur. The Pivot Knife Sharpener offers a quick 
solution to dull knives with its convex carbides and pivot 
response that follow the curve of the blade, providing easy, 
consistent sharpening.  
 
In the Pivot Knife Sharpener, Work Sharp a created 
a versatile tool in a small, easy to carry package. 
It’s also incredibly affordable, coming in at well 
under $10. I now keep one in my boat, tackle bag, 
tool bench, and in my kitchen. It shouldn’t come as 
a surprise that the Pivot is my number one stocking 
stuffer pick for my outdoor buddies this year. 
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Kokanee Fishing Offers Winter Escape
By Tyler Comeau, CCA Washington

Kokanee fishing during the winter 
and early spring can offer excellent 
fishing, while also providing a fun 
alternative to winter steelhead and 
spring salmon fishing. Kokanee 
fisheries don’t require large boats or 
fancy gear to participate in, making 
them more readily accessible. Here 
are a few pointers that may help you 
catch more winter kokanee. 
 
Downriggers Not Required 
When kokanee fishing in the winter 
months, the water temperatures 
tend to be more uniform from the 
surface to the bottom. This means 
that fish can be found throughout 
the water column, but most often 
they are within 10’-20’ of the 
surface. A simple snap swivel or 
sliding weight system with a ½ to 
1-ounce lead, and often no added 
weight, will get you in the zone. 
 
Fish Finder Blues 
Oftentimes when fishing in the winter and early spring, 
you won’t mark large schools of kokanee. This is because 
they are closer to the surface and they often scatter 
when boats pass by. Remember, your transducer cone is 
narrower near the surface, so it won’t notice many fish 
that are shallow and just to the side of your boat.  
 
More Line and Less Weight 
With fish being boat shy and shallow, you need to keep 
your gear as far from the boat as possible. 100’ to even 
200’ of line out is not uncommon when fishing without 
lead. I typically run my back rods at 150’ without lead, 
and my bow rods with ½ to 1-ounce leads at 70’-120’. 

This ensures I get a good spread on my rods, covering a 
variety of depths but also keeping my gear in the zone 
(surface to 20’). 
 
Extra Attraction with Smile Blades 
I run sinker sliders above my beadc hain swivels, and 
for years I’ve run a plastic bead above that to protect my 
rod tip from the swivel when reeling in. The fine folks 
at Mack’s Lure shared a tip that raises the bar when it 
comes to protecting your rod tip and enhancing your 
presentation. Simply add a Mack’s Smile Blade (1.1” or 
1.5” size) above a 5mm bead and your sinker slider. The 
Smile Blade provides another layer of protection for your 
rod tip and you gain more flash and attraction. When 
the water temps are cold and fish are scattered, subtle 
changes like adding the Smile Blade can really help. 
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Shoepeg Corn Cure 
Most Northwest kokanee anglers use 
white shoepeg corn to tip the hooks on 
their Mack’s Wedding Rings, Smile Blade 
hoochie rigs, and Brad’s Kokanee Cut Plugs. 
Why do kokanee like corn? I couldn’t tell 
you, but I can share with you a simple and 
effective corn preparation that has proven 
itself over the years. Take a can of white 
shoepeg corn, drain the liquid, and put it 
in a plastic container. Next, add 1 tbsp of 
Pro-Cure Wizard Kokanee Korn Magic to 
help firm up the bait, refrigerate for 2-4 
hours before draining again. Then add an 
undrained can of albacore tuna in oil. Let it 
sit in the refrigerator overnight and keep it 
cold while fishing.  
 
Fire Corn and Ready Made Bait 
If you want to skip the prep process, Pautzke Fire Corn 
is a great option! It is already cured, and consistently 
produces fish. Pautzke Fire Corn also comes in a variety 
of colors with natural, pink, and red being my favorites. 
Berkely Gulp Maggots are also a favorite of kokanee 
anglers. I keep a jar of Fire Corn and Berkley Maggots in 
my tackle bag as backup to my fresh shoepeg corn. Only 
use one kernel of corn or maggot per hook with the open 
end of the kernel facing rearwards. 
 
Let The Fish Tell You What They Want! 
I like to start the day with a variety of gear and color 
patterns to see what the fish are responding to, and 
adjust accordingly. That normally includes a couple 
of spinners with different blade types/sizes/colors, 
plus a few hoochie rigs. If the fish are wanting more 
action, I’ll tie on a wiggle hoochie, or a Brad’s Kokanee 
Cut Plug Super Bait. Either way, come prepared 
with a variety of tackle.Don’t hesitate to change your 
tackle while fishing for kokanee. Some folks will 
drag around the same lure and flasher combo for 
several hours with no bites. My thought is that if you 
don’t get bit in 30 minutes, switch something up! 

Slow Down! 
When reeling kokanee in, especially from long 
distances, apply steady pressure with a slow retrieve. 
Another time to slow down is when you put your 
flasher and lure combination out, especially with little 
weight and at long distances. Letting your line out 
slowly will prevent tangles, and ensure you’re fishing. 
It’s frustrating to put 150’ of line out only to realize a 
half hour later that it was tangled and not fishing!
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Check out these great catches by CCA Washington members, friends, and supporting guides. Submit your best high-
resolution photos to info@ccawashington.org and we might share them in the next edition of the Ripple Effect!

Member Photo Spotlight

This lunker New Jersey Striped Bass 
was no match for CCA Twin Harbors 
member Gary L. Johnson.

CCA Life Member Troy Schmidt 
shows off a wicked looking blue Ling 
Cod. Great fish Troy!

This wild steelhead was caught on the 
swung fly by CCA Washington staffer 
Tyler Comeau in late November.
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 MEMBER INFORMATION
r Renewal Dues    r New Membership

Name __________________________________________________________________________

Associate Member Name(s) (if applicable) _____________________________________________

Member ID# (if renewing) __________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

City /State _________________________________ Zip _______________

Phone ____________________ Email ________________________________________________

Gift Membership From: ____________________________________________________________

r  $35 MEMBER: Membership card, window decal, 2 bumper stickers, TIDE magazine.

r  $100 MEMBER: All of the above plus CCA print of your choice

r  $20 ASSOCIATE: Per each family member. All member privileges except TIDE. Send names.

r $200 SPONSOR: Bronze lapel pin, print, plus member gifts.

r  $500 PATRON: Silver lapel pin, print, plus member gifts.

r  $1,000 LIFE MEMBER: Life Member display piece, print, plus member gifts. 

 Quarterly payment option available.

r $10 YOUTH: Rising Tide newsletter, three NEW TIDE logo decals, iron-on T-shirt 

	 transfer,	redfish	&	speckled	trout	sticker.	For	members	17	and	younger.

Complete this form and send to:
Coastal Conservation Association

12013 NE 99th Street Suite 1680
Vancouver, WA 98682

Ph. 360-694-4300
Email - info@ccawashington.org

www.ccawashington.org

 METHOD OF PAYMENT
r Cash Enclosed 

r Check or Money Order Enclosed

r  Mastercard     r  Amex 

r  Visa     r Discover

Credit Card # ______________________

Exp. Date _________________________

Signature _________________________

Coastal Conservation Association Membership Application


