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Legislative
Update
This legislative update was originally published in the February edition of our CCA Connect e-Newsletter.
The 2021 legislative session is underway, and
we have several updates to provide on CCA
Washington’s advocacy efforts on behalf of
conservation and recreational angling.
Despite challenging conditions due to COVID,
maintaining our advocacy efforts in Olympia
remains a key priority. Please consider donating to
CCA today in support of this work and stay tuned
for additional updates and Action Alerts as we
enter the final stages of the legislative session.
Columbia River Gillnets
Following a December 2020 work session of the
Senate Natural Resources Committee where WDFW
Director Kelly Susewind finally conceded that gillnets
aren’t selective and don’t help us maintain hatchery
production, CCA has been working to hold WDFW
and the Commission accountable for their September
decision to reduce selective recreational fisheries by
as much as 25% to return non-selective gillnets to the
mainstem Columbia River during the spring, summer
and fall seasons. An unlikely coalition of organizations
came out against the Commission decision and urged
Governor Inslee and Oregon Governor Kate Brown to
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block the reckless policy decision that was orchestrated
by WDFW Commissioner Donald McIsaac.
Governor Inslee’s WDFW budget request included $1.1
million for a Columbia River gillnet buyback, but the
program does not appear to be connected to any gill net
policy reforms. Instead, the gillnet fleet would receive
over $1 million in public funds while also benefiting
from an expansion in mainstem gillnetting under the
Commission’s September policy decision. Last year,
Governor Inslee vetoed a $550,000 buyback that was
tied to an actual reduction in active gillnetting.
CCA already sent a letter to WDFW opposing this
type of gillnet industry subsidy and have shared our
concerns with legislators who oppose WDFW’s alarming
Columbia River gillnet policies -- including the nearly 40
Senators and Representatives who wrote in opposition
to the Commission’s policy. WDFW Director Kelly
Susewind previously dismissed these letters by claiming
that legislative opinion was mixed on Columbia River
gillnets, but when asked wouldn’t name a single legislator
that supported the Commission’s misguided decision.
Broken North of Falcon Process
On February 9, several CCA leaders testified before the
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee about
the need to fix the broken North of Falcon state-tribal
salmon season setting process to restore opportunity,
equitable harvest sharing, and conservation objectives
for Puget Sound salmon fisheries. The testimony was
in response to SB 5421, which was introduced at the
behest of Puget Sound non-tribal commercial fishers
frustrated with the growing imbalance in harvest sharing
between tribal and non-tribal commercial fisheries.
Continued on next page...

SB 5421 was amended to include recreational fisheries
to a proposed dispute resolution process and passed out
of the Senate Natural Resources Committee on February
11. However, the bill is now dead for this session since
it was not considered by the Senate Ways and Means
Committee before a key deadline. Fish Northwest,
NSIA, and NMTA joined CCA -- the only sportfishing
membership organization - in calling for greater
equity and fairness in Puget Sound salmon harvest and
conservation, a call that was opposed by WDFW, the
Stillaguamish Tribe’s Shawn Yanity, Ilwaco charter boat
owner Butch Smith, and nearly a dozen tribal lobbyists.
New Hatcheries on the Deschutes and Cowlitz Rivers
CCA is leading the effort to secure an additional $2.2
million in state funding to initiate construction of
the Deschutes River hatchery and education center
in Tumwater. CCA already helped secure funding
for Phase 1 of the project, a rebuild of a collection
facility for returning hatchery salmon at Tumwater
Falls. Phase 2 involves the construction of the new
Deschutes River hatchery, which would benefit
fisheries throughout Puget Sound and represents a
great opportunity to increase hatchery production
within federal ESA constraints. We are working
closely with legislators to advance the effort since
WDFW ranked the project low on its priority list and
Governor Inslee failed to fund it in his budget request.

CCA members at the Deschutes River hatchery groundbreaking.

supported by WDFW and comes after a successful
2018 effort by CCA and others to pass federal
legislation to protect Columbia River basin salmon
and steelhead populations from pinniped predation.
Unfortunately, SB 5404 also failed to advance
through the Ways and Means Committee, so the
bill is dead for the session. However, we are hopeful
that funding will be provided to develop a plan to
address Puget Sound and coastal sea lion predation.

CCA is also working to secure $300,000 to begin formal
planning for a new hatchery on the lower Cowlitz
River, which would likely focus on producing spring
Chinook. Last session, we helped secured funding
for a WDFW hatchery master plan for increasing
hatchery production for Southern Resident Killer
Whales, which included specific direction to review a
potential new hatchery on the lower Cowlitz River.
Puget Sound Pinniped Predation
CCA was also the only recreational fishing organization
to testify in support of SB 5404, which would pave
the way for WDFW to apply for federal authority to
reduce pinniped predation of Puget Sound and coastal
salmon and steelhead populations. The legislation was
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New Video Compares Gillnetting to Selective Harvest

click here to watch our new short video
In December, CCA Washington released a new animated video that helps explain why selective harvest offers the
best path forward for Pacific Northwest salmon and steelhead. Meaningful recovery of our cherished fisheries cannot
happen without real harvest reform, which is perfectly illustrated in the short video.
We highly recommend that you check out the video and share it with your friends and family. With more awareness,
we can help bring about an end to non-selective harvest methods and the overharvest of these iconic fish.

WDFW’s North of Falcon Legal Woes Continue
In February, the Twin Harbors Fish and Wildlife
Advocacy (the “Advocacy”) sent a Notice of Breach of
Settlement Agreement letter to the Washington Fish and
Wildlife Commission, marking the latest in ongoing legal
challenges facing WDFW.
In the letter, the Advocacy claims that WDFW, in
conjunction with actions of their Commission, has
breached a settlement agreement that both parties
entered into years ago. As part of this legally binding
settlement agreement, and prior to taking further legal
action, the Advocacy is attempting to first engage in a
good faith effort to seek resolution with WDFW.
Unfortunately, because Washington’s fisheries
management process is so dysfunctional, this is only
one of many current legal challenges facing WDFW.
Regarding the broken process known as North of Falcon,
there are currently four legal challenges (a summary
Page 4 || www.ccawashington.org
www.ccawashington.org

of all four legal challenges can be found here). Until
WDFW is able to recognize that the process is broken,
and work toward fixing it, there will likely be more and
more legal challenges in their future.
Many of us remain hopeful that someday the
recreational and conservation communities will be
able to work alongside WDFW to protect and improve
our marine resources. But we are not there yet.

Click Here

Read a summary of WDFW’s
current North of Falcon
Legal Challenges

CCA Fights to Protect Puget Sound Hatchery Steelhead
In early January, CCA offered
their support for WDFW’s permit
application to operate a summer
steelhead trap and haul operation
in the Skykomish River Basin. This
program would greatly benefit the
recovery of Puget Sound summer
steelhead and the wild broodstock
hatchery supplementation would
help rebuild important summer
steelhead recreational fisheries.
This program, which will
propagate Skykomish summer
steelhead, is unfortunately under
attack by extremist anti-hatchery
organizations that have filed an
intent to sue over this program.
In response to this attack, CCA
sent out multiple Action Alerts
to help spread awareness on the issue and contribute
comments to NOAA in support of the program.
This attack has brought the sport fishing and
conservation communities together in support of the
Skykomish program. Our friends at the Hatchery & Wild
Co-exist campaign, and many other organizations have
been working hard to bring attention to this issue.

angling opportunity and slows progress in rebuilding
runs of summer steelhead in Puget Sound. CCA is
commited to protecting these important programs.

Additionally, a diverse group of twelve members of the
Puget Sound Steelhead Advisory Group, including two
CCA representatives, submitted a letter in support of the
Skykomish hatchery program.
This program is beneficial to Puget Sound summer
steelhead and is important to rebuilding summer
steelhead recreational fisheries in the region.
Attacking programs like this one only harms recreation
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Bringing Back the Mighty Cowlitz

This story, written by Tyler Comeau of CCA Washington, was first published in The Chronicle on January 27, 2021.
The Cowlitz River was once the sportfishing mecca of
Western Washington.
Anglers would come from across the Pacific
Northwest to fish on the Cowlitz, providing a
substantial economic boost to local communities.
These anglers purchased tackle, gas, food, lodging
and supported a robust local guide community.
As mitigation requirements, large hatchery programs
were initiated by Tacoma Power and WDFW
following the construction of hydroelectric dams in
the 1960s. These hatchery programs have provided
excellent in-river sportfishing opportunities.
In recent years, many of these once robust fisheries
have declined precipitously. However, there is still hope
that we can bring back the once mighty Cowlitz.
A group of concerned anglers and conservationists
from the Coastal Conservation Association’s Lewis

County chapter (CCA) are working with fisheries
managers with an overall goal of increasing the
number of returning adult salmon and steelhead.
This committed group of recreational enthusiasts
recently submitted comments on the draft Cowlitz
Fisheries and Hatchery Management Plan (FHMP).
Their goal was simple: to manage Cowlitz fisheries
in a way that achieves conservation objectives while
also maximizing recreational fishing opportunity.
Steelhead
One area where we can expect realistic, tangible and
successful improvements is with steelhead. An oceangoing rainbow trout, steelhead are the official state
fish of Washington, and have been listed as a game
fish in the state since the 1970s. Cowlitz River winter
and summer steelhead historically provided excellent
fishing opportunities throughout much of the year. Wild
Cowlitz River steelhead, like other lower Columbia River
steelhead populations, have been listed as threatened
under the Endangered Species Act since 1998.
Unfortunately, many of the steelhead runs to the north,
in Puget Sound and on the Olympic Peninsula, are in
steep decline. Fortunately for Cowlitz steelhead, they are
not targeted, caught and intentionally killed in gillnet
fisheries, like their northern cousins. This is certainly
helping to conserve these runs and a key reason we are
still able to have robust fisheries in the Cowlitz River.
Continued on next page...
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Winter Steelhead
The Cowlitz winter steelhead fishery was once the
largest in the world prior to the termination of the
early portion of the winter hatchery steelhead program.
To put that in perspective, the old hatchery program
had a sport harvest goal of 15,400 hatchery winter
steelhead per year! Following the early program
termination, the release of undersized late returning
steelhead smolts has become the norm, resulting in
poor adult returns. In fact, 2017 and 2018 ranked
among the six lowest recorded sport catches of Cowlitz
winter steelhead since 1995. And following the end
of the early winter hatchery program, the Cowlitz
has not once provided a 15,000 fish sport harvest.
As a step toward promoting a more robust hatchery
winter steelhead program, CCA has advocated that
winter steelhead broodstock be managed with a goal of
no less than 40% of the run return prior to March. These
earlier returning fish will allow the hatchery additional
time to ensure proper size at release, something that is
not currently happening. CCA has also advocated that
at least 90% of the released winter steelhead smolts
be released at 5.5-6 fish per pound. This would ensure
greater adult return rates and it follows WDFW’s
steelhead rearing guidelines. Current production goals
for winter steelhead are seven fish per pound, and
unfortunately that lower benchmark is routinely missed.

recycling up to the recommended maximum
of 6,600 fish through September, creating even
greater opportunity for recreational anglers.
Federal Involvement
Because of its importance to the economies of southwest
Washington, and to the recreational community,
federal delegates are also interested in trying to make
the Cowlitz River once again the sportfishing mecca
of Western Washington. Recently, Congresswoman
Jaime Herrera Beutler sent a letter to the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, the group in charge of helping
Tacoma Power with their mitigation requirements. She
asked for clarification on many key issues, including
the improvement of hatchery survival, increasing
hatchery production, and ensuring that extra rearing
capacity for the hatcheries is being aggressively
pursued. We applaud the Congresswoman on her
efforts and desire to improve Cowlitz River fisheries.
Working alongside Tacoma Power, we can strive to
implement the best hatchery practices, resulting in more
and better fishing opportunities on the Cowlitz River.
Our communities and anglers deserve it.

Summer Steelhead
Unlike the winter steelhead program, the Cowlitz
summer steelhead hatchery program has seen solid
adult returns. These smolts are released at a larger size
than their winter counterparts, giving them a better
chance at survival. According to Tacoma Power, the
adult return rates vary from 2-5%, which is an excellent
return rate. Unsurprisingly, the Cowlitz summer fishery
has provided an average annual sport catch nearly 30%
greater than the winter fishery over the past 10 years,
despite having a near identical number of hatchery
smolts released. That’s more evidence that releasing
smolts at a larger size results in better returns, and more
productive fishing opportunity, for Cowlitz steelhead.
The summer steelhead fishery is enhanced by the
reinstatement of the recycling program – where
fish that return to the hatchery are trucked down
river to allow anglers additional opportunity to
catch these prized gamefish. While the Tacoma
Power-funded recycling program was reinstated,
it has been limited in scope and only runs through
mid-August. CCA has been advocating for increased
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The Young and The Old
By Brett Rosson, President, Fish Northwest
This is me and my dad. He was born
in 1934 in Venice Beach, CA into a
family of six. As a kid, he loved to fish.
He also grew up dirt poor. Fishing
off the piers and beaches on the
California coast was more than just
entertainment, it was a way to help
his family put food on the table.
Thanks to my dad, and God’s grace,
I never had to fish to help feed the
family, but I was born and with a
passion for fishing. My dad spent
hours upon hours with me on the
ocean, lakes, and streams of California
chasing after anything that swam.
Now that I’m older, and with a family
of my own, I still have that passion to
fish. More recently though that passion
has translated into an innate desire to
protect and preserve our iconic Pacific
salmon and the opportunity to pursue them with a
rod and reel. This is why I’ve dedicated so much of my
time and energy to advocating on behalf of recreational
fishermen. Especially those who live in Puget Sound.
In recent months, I’ve had many discussions with
people who also share my passion for fishing. Among
those who are around the age of my father, many
will plead with me to keep doing what I’m doing, to
continue fighting the good fight. They often express
that they only have a few seasons of fishing left, and
what they enjoy most is pursuing salmon in Puget
Sound with their kids and grandkids. They understand
that without advocates fighting on their behalf, these
once robust recreational fisheries will be lost forever.

What’s happening in Olympia, year after year, is robbing
families of something that can’t ever be reclaimed,
time together on the water sharing a passion for the
outdoors and the beautiful bounty that it provides.
Ask any seasoned fisherman and they will admit, it’s
not about the harvest, it’s about spending time doing
what you love, and for many, if not all of us, spending
that time with those you love and care about.
About Fish Northwest
Fish Northwest is committed to the conservation and
preservation of Puget Sound salmon stocks while
restoring and expanding fishing opportunities for
Washington’s anglers, their families, and businesses.
More specifically, they are working to restore equity to
the broken management process known as “North of
Falcon.” They recently filed a sixty-day notice of intent
to sue for violations of the Endangered Species Act. You
can find more information at www.fishnorthwest.org.
Editor’s Note
We would love to print your story as well.
Please share with us why you love fishing and
what it means to you and your family. If you are
interested in helping us make a difference, please
send your story to info@ccawashington.org.
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New Commissioners Appointed, More Changes to Come

In early January, Governor Inslee appointed two
new members to the Washington Fish & Wildlife
Commission. Lorna Smith of Jefferson County and Dr.
Fred Koontz of King County were appointed to the
Commission, replacing former Commission chair Brad
Smith and Commissioner Bob Kehoe whose terms
expired at the end of 2020.
According to WDFW, the Commission establishes
policies to preserve, protect, and perpetuate wildlife,
fish, and wildlife and fish habitat and shall maximize
fishing, hunting, and outdoor recreational opportunities
compatible with healthy and diverse fish and wildlife
populations. The Commission consists of nine governorappointed members that serve six-year terms. Their
monthly meetings allow the public to weigh in on fish
and wildlife issues.

following the recent expiration of Commissioner Dave
Graybill’s term.
We would like to thank departing Commissioners
Graybill and Smith for their service and dedication
to conservation during their time on the
Commission. Finally, we look forward to working
with the new Commissioners to advance fisheries
conservation and promote recreational angling.

Commissioner Lorna Smith is the volunteer Executive
Director for the nonprofit Western Wildlife Outreach,
and has served on WDFW ad-hoc advisory committees
focused on large carnivores. Dr. Koontz joins the
Commission, following a long career in wildlife
conservation, including previous work at the Woodland
Park Zoo in Seattle.
There is currently one Eastern Washington position
open on the Commission. That position became available
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Tri-Cities Safe Raffle Sales Off to Strong Start
Tickets for the annual CCA Tri-Cities chapter Gun Safe
Raffle went on sale last month at Ranch & Home in
Kennewick. To say they were a hot commodity would be
an understatement! Dozens of tickets were sold in the
first few days after tickets became available.
This year’s raffle features a quality safe plus five firearms,
with the total package valued at approximately $4,000!
Tickets are $100 each, and were being sold at Ranch &
Home in Kennewick where chapter members have been
selling tickets on weekends.
The winning ticket will be drawn at the Tri-Cities
chapter banquet. All remaining tickets have been set
aside to be sold at the banquet, so if you want to buy
a Tri-Cities Gun Safe Raffle ticket, you’ll be able to
purchase it the banquet.
If you are interested in hosting a raffle at your local
chapter, please contact us at 360-694-4300.

The Safe Raffle drawing is held at the Tri-Cities banquet.

do you have
used fishing gear
laying around?
Donate it to cca!
contact us to learn more
360-694-4300 / info@ccawashington.org
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New Product Review: Pautzke Fire Gel
Sardine, Shad, Shrimp, Squid,
Steelhead, Trout, and Tuna.
Warmwater anglers’ favorite
scents have been Bass,
Bluegill, Crappie, Crawfish,
and Walleye.

By Tyler Comeau
Convenient, long lasting, and
deadly effective are a few of the
words I’d use to describe Pautzke’s
new Fire Gel. Whether you are
bead fishing for steelhead, plunking
for sturgeon, or trolling herring
for Puget Sound salmon, Fire Gel
will help increase your odds of
connecting with a fish.
Released last year, and available
in 21 different scents, Fire Gel is
extremely easy to use. Simply apply
Fire Gel on your finger and rub it
onto your lure or bait. The gel has a
nice tackiness to it, and it tends to
stay on your bait for several casts
before needing to be reapplied,
which is a big plus in my book.
Popular scents of Fire Gel for Pacific Northwest anglers
include Anchovy, Anise, Garlic, Herring, Salmon,

With more than 85 years in the bait business Pautzke knows BAIT – and
SCENT – as good as anyone. Fire Gel uses what we’ve learned for more than
eight decades and brings the longest lasting, most powerful and strongest
fish catching scent to anglers. Simply apply Fire Gel on your finger and rub
onto your favorite lure for maximum success.

Toby Wyatt, a professional
fishing guide and owner
of Reel Time Fishing in SE
Washington and Idaho, has
been using the Anise Fire
Gel as his go-to scent this
past season while fishing for
Clearwater River steelhead.
He has been using the scent
for the past few years and
describes it as “extremely
effective.”
Be sure to visit your favorite
local sporting goods retailer
and give the new Fire Gel from Pautzke a try today. You
won’t be sorry! Visit www.pautzke.com to learn more.

-EASY APPLICATION
-PROFESSIONAL STRENGTH
-EXTRA STRONG SCENT DESIGNED FOR THE TOUGHEST FISHING CONDITIONS
-MANUFACTURED TO WORK ON FLIES, LURES, BAIT & MORE!

21 DIFFERENT SCENTS
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360° Leo Flashers & Plugs Rule Drano Springers
By Leo Wilhelm, Leo Flashers
With springers on the way up the Columbia River, it’s
time to start thinking about fishing Drano Lake. This
backwater of the Columbia River is home to some of the
more consistent spring Chinook fishing in the region.
During springer season, Drano can be very popular and
busy, making a finely tuned and unique presentation
even more important.
The Leo Flasher is a proven fish catcher at Drano.
Modifications were recently made to the Leo Flasher,
making it even more effective in places like Drano where
slow troll speeds are the norm. The large flasher has a
new third hole for attaching your swivel, that makes for a
little bigger 360° kick. This slightly harder thump allows
you to fish Mag Warts, Maglips, Spin Fish, and even
Kwikfish behind it without negatively affecting the roll.
Pulling plugs
in Drano was a
very popular and
effective method
for catching
springers
in Drano
before anglers
moved more
towards using
360° flashers
paired with
3.5 spinners,
Super Baits, and
prawn spinners.
When fishing
the flasher with a plug, I prefer using a 3.5 to 4.0 sized
Maglip or Spin Fish. This setup is also good for targeting
springers above The Dalles, John Day, and McNary
dams. While testing the new flasher design above
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McNary last fall, I did very well with a Mag Wart and the
Spin Fish behind the flasher.
The new flasher design does have a little more drag when
hooked in the third hole, which pulls the flasher down
a little deeper in the water column. A 10 oz cannon ball
with 34’ of line out will get you to an approximate depth
of 17 feet deep.
I highly recommend using a flasher release system,
which significantly reduces drag while fighting a fish.
It is easy and simple to use. To purchase the new Leo
Flasher, be sure to visit your local sporting goods
retailer or you can find us at https://leosflashers.com

Member Photo Spotlight
Check out these great catches by CCA Washington members, friends, and supporting guides. Submit your best highresolution photos to info@ccawashington.org and we might share them in the next edition of the Ripple Effect!

CCA Life Member Charlie Brown
shows off a beautiful Alaskan Chinook
salmon. Great catch Charlie!
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This wild Winter Steelhead was
recently caught and released by CCA
SW Washington member Josh Harrel.

Lake Roosevelt produced some quality
Rainbow trout last month for Tyler
Comeau of CCA Washington.
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Coastal Conservation Association Membership Application
MEMBER INFORMATION
r

Renewal Dues

r

New Membership

Name___________________________________________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT
r Cash Enclosed
r Check or Money Order Enclosed

Associate Member Name(s) (if applicable)______________________________________________

r Mastercard

r Amex

Member ID# (if renewing)___________________________________________________________

r Visa

Address_________________________________________________________________________

Credit Card #_______________________

City/State__________________________________ Zip________________

Exp. Date__________________________

Phone_____________________ Email_________________________________________________

Signature__________________________

r Discover

Gift Membership From:_____________________________________________________________
r $35 MEMBER: Membership card, window decal, 2 bumper stickers, TIDE magazine.
r $100 MEMBER: All of the above plus CCA print of your choice
r $20 ASSOCIATE: Per each family member. All member privileges except TIDE. Send names.
r $200 SPONSOR: Bronze lapel pin, print, plus member gifts.
r $500 PATRON: Silver lapel pin, print, plus member gifts.
r $1,000 LIFE MEMBER: Life Member display piece, print, plus member gifts.
Quarterly payment option available.
r $10 YOUTH: Rising Tide newsletter, three NEW TIDE logo decals, iron-on T-shirt
transfer, redfish & speckled trout sticker. For members 17 and younger.
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Complete this form and send to:
Coastal Conservation Association
12013 NE 99th Street Suite 1680
Vancouver, WA 98682
Ph. 360-694-4300
Email - info@ccawashington.org
www.ccawashington.org

