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Governor Inslee Once Again Says No to Gillnet Buyout
CCA Washington and our coalition partners
secured several important victories for
conservation and recreational angling during the
2021 Washington legislative session, including
a $2 million budget provision for a voluntary
buyback of non-tribal Columbia River gillnet
licenses connected with Oregon and Washington
conservation reforms to transition non-tribal
gillnets out of the mainstem lower Columbia
River.
Unfortunately, Governor Inslee caved to pressure
by outside forces, including several tribes, and
vetoed the gillnet provision. This marks the
second year Governor Inslee has vetoed funding
for a buyback of Columbia River gillnet licenses.
In the Governor’s veto message to the legislature,
he suggested the Legislative language “conflicts
with Washington’s agreement with the state
of Oregon on the management of commercial
gillnet fisheries on the Columbia River.” In truth, this
would have brought the two states into closer alignment
compared to the recent Washington Fish & Wildlife
Commission (WFWC) policy decision to increase
gillnetting on the lower Columbia River, which conflicts
with Oregon’s policies across every single fishing season.
The veto contradicts statements from Inslee’s staff
indicating that the Governor supports the removal of
non-tribal gillnets from the mainstem Columbia River,
and that the Governor does not support the WFWC
policy adopted last September. Unfortunately, Governor
Inslee has not publicly commented on the WFWC policy
and the conflicting policies that have resulted, leaving
many to believe that he is not committed to protecting
ESA-listed salmon and steelhead. Sadly, his latest veto
of a widely supported gillnet license buyback provision
casts serious doubt on the Governor’s commitment to
protect our state’s natural resources.
3.5” x 2”

Kayla Gunderson, CRPC®, CRPS®
Financial Advisor

12014 S E Mill Plain Blvd
Suite 100
Vancouver, WA 98684
360-892-1619

e d ward jone s.com
MKT-5894K-A

Page 2 || www.ccawashington.org
www.ccawashington.org

We are encouraged by progress being made in Oregon
to defend the bi-state reforms, which have kept gillnets
out of the mainstem during the spring and summer since
2017. We remain confident that it is only a matter of
time before non-tribal gillnets are completely removed
from the mainstem Columbia River as the public,
legislators, and others learn more about the issue.
The WFWC’s alarming decision has also brought
together a robust coalition of conservation and
sportfishing groups in support of the reforms. These
groups all signed onto a letter to Governor Inslee ahead
of his veto, and then responded to the egregious veto in a
letter distributed to legislators.
Despite our profound disappointment with Governor
Inslee’s veto of the Columbia River gillnet buyback
and reforms, we are proud of our accomplishments
in this recent legislative session to fund important
advancements for salmon conservation, hatcheries,
pinniped predation, and recreational fishing - all of
which were signed into law. Our legislative update story
on page 4 has full details about these accomplishments.
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Wenatchee Salmon Derby Returns for 2021
It’s almost derby season for CCA Washington,
and we’re gearing up for an exciting event on the
upper Columbia River. The CCA North Central
Washington chapter will soon be hosting the Peter
Flohr Memorial Salmon Derby s near Wenatchee.
The derby will be held from July 16-17th, with
an award ceremony featuring raffles and a silent
auction to follow.
This year’s derby weigh-in will be conducted
at Hooked on Toys in Wenatchee. Thousands
of dollars in prizes will be awarded to the
contestants, and this year should provide quality fishing
for contestants. Both boat weight and individual big fish
prizes will be awarded.
Tickets for current members cost $45, or $75 for
expired or non-members. To purchase tickets
online or to find more information, please visit
www.wenatcheesalmonderby.com or http://www.
ccawashington.org/derbies. In the Wenatchee area, you
can buy tickets at Hooked on Toys.
Presenting sponsors for the 2021 Peter Flohr Memorial
Salmon Derby include Hooked on Toys, Valley Marine,
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and the Confederated Colville Tribe. Numerous other
sponsors including Mack’s Lure have also come together to
make such an event happen. Thank you to everyone who
has contributed to this exciting event!
In other derby news, the CCA King of the Reach Live
Capture Derby will be held during the weekend of
October 29-31st on the Hanford Reach section of the
Columbia River. Coordinated by the Tri-Cities chapter
and in partnership with Grant PUD and the Washington
Department of Fish & Wildlife, this unique derby sold
out in just 10 minutes last year. An official date for
ticket sales will be announced in the coming months.
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Legislative
Update
End of Session Report
This legislative update was originally published in our April CCA Connect e-Newsletter.
We have much to celebrate following the 2021 legislative session, which ended on April 25. Below
is a list of highlights from the final budget. CCA and our coalition partners worked hard on many
of these issues. A special thanks to all the legislators who made this session a huge success!
The Columbia River voluntary gillnet license buyback was the lone piece of our funding efforts to not be
approved by Governor Inslee. While it was incredibly upsetting that the Governor vetoed a buyback for the
second consecutive year, his less than impressive track record in supporting common-sense salmon conservation
makes the veto less than surprising. More details on the veto can be found in the story on page 2.
Unless noted otherwise, all the dollar amounts have been provided to WDFW in state general funds.
Columbia River Harvest Reform –
Vetoed by Governor Inslee
In the biggest conservation win for salmon and steelhead
this legislative session, $2 million would have been
provided for a voluntary buyback of Columbia River
non-tribal gillnet licenses tied to the Columbia River
gillnet reforms. This also included language limiting
mainstem non-tribal gillnet fisheries to zones 4 &5 in the
fall and reduces their allocation to 20% consistent with
the intent of the original bi-state reforms.
Both the Senate and the House agreed on this
language, sending a strong message following last year’s
Commission vote to drastically expand non-selective
mainstem gillnetting and reduce selective recreational
fishing opportunity. The budget language represented
an important step forward for harvest reform and the
conservation of our salmon and steelhead.
WDFW, the agency charged with protecting and
preserving our salmon and steelhead, was only interested
in a program that would have retired inactive licenses. In
other words, WDFW wanted to spend valuable taxpayer
money to pay license holders who don’t fish, not to fish!
Thankfully, our elected officials, who tend to be more
responsible with taxpayer dollars, rejected WDFW’s
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ill-conceived proposal. More details on the Governor’s
veto of the Buyback funding can be found on page 2.
Responsible Hatchery Production
As long-standing supporters of hatcheries, CCA
once again worked with members of the Senate
and House to ensure hatchery programs and
production were prioritized in the budget.
•

In the Capital Budget, WDFW received $120
million for improvements to hatcheries and
habitat, including the continuation of $2 million
for a new Deschutes Hatchery center and an
additional $300,000 for a feasibility study on
a new Cowlitz Hatchery, which would likely
increase production of Spring Chinook.

•

A $3.54 million grant will be provided to
the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission
for increased hatchery production
that prioritizes prey abundance for the
Southern Resident Killer Whales.

Addressing Pinniped Predation
CCA has continued our efforts to address excessive
and un-naturally high levels of predation on salmon
and steelhead by pinnipeds in the lower Columbia

River during this legislative
session, while also working to
address pinniped predation in
Puget Sound and on the coast.
•

$940,000 to expand efforts
to survey the diets of seals
and sea lions in Puget
Sound and to identify
non-lethal management
actions to deter them
from preying on salmon and steelhead.

•

$140,000 to contract with the Washington
Academy of Sciences to provide policymakers
with a report on pinniped predation in the
Salish Sea and Washington’s outer coast. Both
actions are viewed as critical next steps to
secure greater authority to manage coastal
and Puget Sound pinniped populations.

•

$1.506 million for expanded pinniped
management in the lower Columbia River
and its tributaries following the 2018
passage of federal legislation providing
streamlined removal authority.

Supporting Common-Sense Conservation
and Recreational Fishing
Throughout the legislative session, CCA and members
of the House and Senate have worked to secure
funding that would promote fisheries conservation
while protecting recreational fishing opportunity.
•

$90,000 to complete a Cowlitz River
hook mortality study that will likely
highlight the selectivity of hook and
release recreational fisheries.

•

$1.68 million to improve steelhead spawning
estimates for improved fishing regulations
such that enhanced conservation and equitable
fisheries are established. This supports on the
“portfolio approach” to steelhead management
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developed by a broad
coalition of angling groups,
including CCA Washington.
•

$200,000 for an Olympic
peninsula, Grays Harbor
and Willapa Bay steelhead
management plan. The plan
must be reported to the
appropriate committees of
the legislature by Dec 1, 2022
and is widely viewed as a response to WDFW’s
decision to shut down coastal steelhead fisheries.
•

In addition, the Recreation and Conservation
Office (RCO) will receive $250,000 for
the Spokane tribe of Indians for a pilot
study of salmon migratory behavior and
survival upstream of the Chief Joseph and
Grand Coulee dams. RCO will also receive
$3.6 million for a grant to implement
near-term solutions to prevent steelhead
mortality at the Hood Canal Bridge.

•

$502,000 for the suppression and
eradication of invasive northern pike in
the Columbia River. CCA previously wrote
a letter in support of this funding.
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CCA Pro-Tips: Summer Fishing Edition
Last year, CCA Washington created a series of short videos offering pro tips from our sponsors. Mack’s Lure and
Brad’s Killer Fish Gear put together some great short tips videos that we think you should watch!
The videos are available exclusively through our Facebook page and YouTube channel, with links provided here
in our digital edition of The Ripple Effect. Check them out and get quality pro-tips that will enhance your fishing

scott Kaul of Brad’s Killer FIshing Gear on selecting the
legendary Brad’s Super bait for saltwater salmon fishing

We Have
Moved!
Send any correspondence to:

CCA Washington
12000 NE 95th Street Suite 502
Vancouver, WA 98682
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check out our CCA
Washington channel
for more pro-tips!
be sure to like the
CCA Washington page
for cca content!

CCA Pro-Tips: Summer Fishing Edition

bob loomis of mack’s lure
with some helpful pro-tips
for selecting and tuning
dodgers for kokanee and
sockeye salmon fishing
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A Love for Fishing Comes Full Circle
By Tyler Comeau, CCA Washington
I am a fisherman. I grew up with a rod in my
hands, and spent time practicing my knots
under the tutelage of my grandfather at the
kitchen table as a middle schooler. My love
for fishing grew from trips to Central Oregon
trout lakes, to weekends spent on Southwest
Washington rivers chasing steelhead, and
finally developing a love for fly fishing after
finding an old hand me down rod and teaching
myself how to cast. I find happiness in many
different fishing methods, but my favorite is
seeing others learn how to fish.
That journey has come full circle over the past
year, as my teenaged cousin has taken the jump
into fishing. His parents don’t fish, and while
our grandfather was a serious steelheader in his
day, the old man hasn’t fished for years. You can
imagine the joy I had when he said he wanted
to learn how to fish last year.
For some reason or another, his first desire was to learn
how to fly fish for trout. Despite my warnings that it’s
not the easiest way to get into the sport, his yearning to
get out and experience the sport was strong. Our first
trip to a small mountain river featured a hellacious hike
and lots of slipping on his part. Despite the hike, slippery
rocks, and my lack of patience as a casting instructor, the
young angler handled it like a champ.
That initial adventure led to him exploring rivers on his
own, buying his first fly rod and reel, and grabbing a
spinning rod setup for good measure. Trips to local lakes
and rivers, catching fish on dry flies, and perch under a
bobber continued to build his confidence. Soon it was
time to get him out on the boat!

He got his first kokanee limit on a local reservoir, and
just a weeks later, he was hooked up with a Columbia
River steelhead. I remembered how long it took me to
land my first steelhead and was proud that he was able to
experience catching one on his first ever attempt.
This spring, we once again ventured out on fly fishing
day trips, visiting rivers like the Deschutes and Crooked
in Central Oregon. On his initial Deschutes trip, he tied
into his first Redband trout, landing it in a back eddy.
Seeing his smile as he held that trout was priceless.
On our most recent adventure, he must have hooked
into a dozen fish. Now, I watch as he hooks into fish,
ties on his own flies, and asks more questions than I
can answer. This is coming from a kid who is typically
introverted and quiet.
In a few months, my cousin will be leaving for college
in the Rocky Mountain states. He will be ready to tackle
new adventures and chase fish in new and beautiful
places. While I’ll miss having him around, I’m thankful
that he asked me to teach him how to fish, and I hope he
has enjoyed the process as much as I have.
Be sure to get out and fish this summer and take
your friends and family with you. You never know
who you might inspire to take up the sport.
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“Road to 300” Life Membership Drive is Underway!
Have you been considering taking
the leap and becoming a new CCA
Washington Life Member?
If so, now is the time to sign up as
we have started our “Road to 300”
Life Membership Drive, complete
with a special Life Member
drawing.
Presently, CCA Washington is just
23 new Life Members away from
reaching 300 Life Members overall.
When we reach 300, we will draw
for a loaded prize package valued at approximately
$1,000, and each of our 300 Life Members will be eligible
to win the prize.
Our “Road to 300” Life Membership drive prize package
includes a CCA logo Engel 123 QT Cooler, a pair of
premium Costa Sunglasses, a Gary Loomis designed
TFO Tactical Series Sea Run 9’6” ML spinning rod
paired with a top-of-the-line Pflueger Supreme XT 35
reel, a CCA hat, and a CCA Washington neck gaiter.

With more than 85 years in the bait business Pautzke knows BAIT – and
SCENT – as good as anyone. Fire Gel uses what we’ve learned for more than
eight decades and brings the longest lasting, most powerful and strongest
fish catching scent to anglers. Simply apply Fire Gel on your finger and rub
onto your favorite lure for maximum success.

In addition, each new Life Member that signs up will
receive a new CCA Simms jacket, CCA neck gaiter, a
Life Member Desk Cube, and an exclusive Life Member
Print.
By joining the Life Member family, you not only
receive sweet gifts from CCA, but you also are
making a difference for conservation and recreational
fishing in Washington state. Sign up today online or
by calling 360-694-4300 or 800-201-FISH (3474).

-EASY APPLICATION
-PROFESSIONAL STRENGTH
-EXTRA STRONG SCENT DESIGNED FOR THE TOUGHEST FISHING CONDITIONS
-MANUFACTURED TO WORK ON FLIES, LURES, BAIT & MORE!

21 DIFFERENT SCENTS
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Cooler Prep 101 with Engel Coolers

As the heat of Summer arrives, our friends and
supporters from Engel Coolers have provided tips on
proper cooler prep so you can keep ice longer and
have more enjoyable adventures. The official cooler
provider of CCA Washington, Engel’s Rotomolded High
Performance Hard Coolers are designed to retain ice for
up to 10 days thanks to premium features like two full
inches of insulation in the lid, sides, and bottom, along
with high-quality silicone gaskets that create a nearly
airtight seal. Check out the following tips and tricks to
take your cooler’s performance to the next level:

CATCH ’EM.
RELEASE ’EM.
PASS IT ON.

Always Cool Your Cooler
If you start with a warm cooler, you are going to waste a
bunch of ice cooling the cooler itself. Buy an extra bag of
ice that you can use to just prepare your cooler for use.
Mind Your Ice to Content Ratio
We recommend using twice as much ice as you have
contents in your cooler. That means that two-thirds of
your cooler should be ice while one-third of your cooler
should be your drinks and food. And always remember
to fill your cooler with ice for maximum ice and cold
retention.
Don’t Use Wet Ice
Filling your cooler with ice that is colder than freezing
is ideal because it is dry and will last longer. Warmer
ice (32 degrees Fahrenheit or above) is usually wet or
dripping, so you’re starting with a deficit if you fill your
cooler with warmer ice.
Choosing Your Type of Ice
Both, cubed and block ice have their merits. Cubed ice
chills more quickly than block ice, but block ice melts
more slowly. Use a combination of both for maximum
cooling potential.

PROUD CONSERVATION
PARTNER OF

888-272-9838 | ENGELCOOLERS.COM
info@engelcoolers.com
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Keep Your Cooler Out of the Sun
Make your ice last longer by
keeping your cooler in the shade;
in some cases by twice as long. If
you cannot keep your cooler in the
shade, put a towel or a tarp over it
to keep it out of direct sunlight.
Put a Lid on it
An open cooler lets in the warm air,
causing ice to melt faster. The more
you open your cooler, the faster the
ice melts.
Utilize Ice Supplements
To extend the life or your regular
ice, use Cooler Packs & Freezer
Packs. These come in multiple
sizes and temperatures and can
also be used in place of any other
ice altogether. This is especially
helpful if you want to make
sure that the contents of your
cooler stay as dry as possible.
Pack Your Cooler Wisely
Always pack your cooler as full as possible without overfilling it. This makes it more efficient and makes your
ice last longer. A good trick to use is to fill the empty
spaces with crumpled newspaper, eliminating air pockets
without adding weight.
Refrain From the Drain
Each time you use your cooler, resist the urge to drain
the water from your melted ice until you are finished
using your cooler. That ice cold water actually helps to
insulate the remaining ice but remember to keep your
exposed food out of that water.
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Member Photo Spotlight
Check out these great catches by CCA Washington members, friends, and supporting guides. Submit your best highresolution photos to info@ccawashington.org and we might share them in the next edition of the Ripple Effect!

Gaines Ramirez with his first ever fish,
a Drano Lake Steelhead caught with
CCA Yakima member Wes Gano.
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The Schmidt family from our CCA
North Sound chapter enjoyed quality
shirmping this year in Puget Sound.

CCA Life Member Wes Gano, of the
Yakima chapter, found this chrome
Chinook at Drano Lake in 2020.

Coastal Conservation Association Membership Application
MEMBER INFORMATION
r

Renewal Dues

r

New Membership

Name___________________________________________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT
r Cash Enclosed
r Check or Money Order Enclosed

Associate Member Name(s) (if applicable)______________________________________________

r Mastercard

r Amex

Member ID# (if renewing)___________________________________________________________

r Visa

Address_________________________________________________________________________

Credit Card #_______________________

City/State__________________________________ Zip________________

Exp. Date__________________________

Phone_____________________ Email_________________________________________________

Signature__________________________

r Discover

Gift Membership From:_____________________________________________________________
r $35 MEMBER: Membership card, window decal, 2 bumper stickers, TIDE magazine.
r $100 MEMBER: All of the above plus CCA print of your choice
r $20 ASSOCIATE: Per each family member. All member privileges except TIDE. Send names.
r $200 SPONSOR: Bronze lapel pin, print, plus member gifts.
r $500 PATRON: Silver lapel pin, print, plus member gifts.
r $1,000 LIFE MEMBER: Life Member display piece, print, plus member gifts.
Quarterly payment option available.
r $10 YOUTH: Rising Tide newsletter, three NEW TIDE logo decals, iron-on T-shirt
transfer, redfish & speckled trout sticker. For members 17 and younger.
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Complete this form and send to:
Coastal Conservation Association
12000 NE 95th Street Suite 520
Vancouver, WA 98682
Ph. 360-694-4300
Email - info@ccawashington.org
www.ccawashington.org

