
Talking Points for 1/20 ODFW Commission Meeting 
 

Key Issues: 
 On Saturday, January 14 the Washington Commission voted 7-2 to use adaptive management to 

affirm the bi-state Columbia River reforms with slight modifications: 
o Provide for an additional two years of mainstem gillnet fisheries in the fall “Zones 4-5” 

fishery targeting Upriver Bright Chinook (above the Lewis River). 
 This extension would be coupled with increased observers on these gillnet 

fisheries and a focus on implementing selective commercial fishing gears. 
o Set the allocation for fall Chinook impacts at 75 (sport)-25(commercial), rather than the 

80-20 called for in the plan. 
o Set the allocation of summer Chinook at 80-20 (Washington had previously pushed for a 

98/2 allocation), but made the commercial share contingent on the use of selective 
commercial fishing gears.  
 

 This represents ANOTHER COMPROMISE made with the intent of maintaining the viability of the 
gillnet industry. 

o According to economic modeling performed by ODFW, the plan adopted by Washington 
would easily exceed the $3.86 million economic baseline that was part of the original 
agreement in 2012.  
  

 Unfortunately, thus far some on the Oregon Commission have sought to redefine this economic 
baseline, resulting in proposals that would INCREASE the profits of the commercial gillnet 
industry 50-70 percent above the $3.86 million economic baseline. 
 

 There is widespread opposition to the actions of the Oregon Commission to block the 
implementation of the reforms – sportfishing organizations, Oregon Wild, the Oregon League of 
Conservation Voters, Trout Unlimited of Oregon, the Wild Salmon Center, and a group of bi-
partisan legislators have all weighed in against these actions.  
 

Make it Personal: 
 

 Explain why salmon and steelhead fisheries matter to you, your family, and our region. 
 

 Remind them of the years of controversy surrounding the use of gillnets and the need to avoid 
re-igniting conflict by honoring this bi-state, compromise plan.   
 

 Let them know what effect backsliding on this plan will have on your support of ODFW, which 
can’t succeed without the support and revenue generated by anglers. 

 
Highlight Conservation Concerns: 
 

 Non-selective gillnets don’t belong in the mainstem of the lower Columbia River where 13 ESA-
listed salmonid stocks migrate in route to their native rivers and streams. 
 

 Gillnets have been banned across the world due to their bycatch of non-target species. In the 
Columbia River this includes depressed sturgeon and steelhead populations. 
 



 In the Columbia River we need fisheries capable of selectively harvesting hatchery fish and 
releasing weak and ESA-listed wild stocks if we want to meet ESA obligations and maintain 
hatchery production. 
 

Remind Them About Economics:   
 

 Columbia River basin salmon and steelhead sport fisheries are worth over $100 million dollars to 
our region’s economy and are responsible for tens of thousands of jobs – unfortunately, these 
fisheries are frequently constrained by mainstem gillnet fisheries. 
 

 Lower Columbia River gillnet fisheries in Oregon and Washington have an average annual ex-
vessel value of about $3.5 million.  Of the 209 Oregon gillnet licenses, only 4 had landings 
greater than $50,000; 60 percent have landings between $0-$10,000.    

 
Raise Issues of Fairness: 
 

 Nearly 175,000 Oregon anglers purchase the Columbia River basin endorsement annually – 
generating over $13 million in license, endorsement, and excise tax revenue for ODFW.  By 
comparison, the non-tribal gillnet fleet generates about $250,000 in annual revenue. 

 
 Columbia River basin salmon are harvested commercially in Alaska, Canada, off the Washington 

coast before Columbia River treaty tribes are entitled to harvest 1/2 of the remaining salmon.   
All of these salmon are made available to consumers.   

 
 The 375,000 Columbia River basin sport anglers in Oregon and Washington deserve prioritized 

opportunity for the limited number of salmon that remain after extensive commercial and tribal 
harvests.   


