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May 14, 2018 
 
 
Oregon and Washington Congressional Delegation Members: 
 
We are writing on behalf of the Coastal Conservation Association (CCA) state chapters in Oregon and 
Washington to underscore the urgent need to pass federal legislation to give state, federal, and tribal 
fish and wildlife agencies the authority to protect endangered Columbia River basin salmon, steelhead, 
and other sensitive fish species from excessive sea lion predation. Without Congressional action, we 
are likely to lose species to extinction – an unthinkable outcome for those of us who care about wild 
salmon and steelhead, which our region has spent immense resources to protect.  
 
CCA Washington has 17 chapters across Washington state, spanning from Vancouver to Bellingham in 
western Washington and across central and eastern Washington.  CCA Oregon has a dozen chapters 
across central and western Oregon, including seven chapters in the Willamette Valley.  CCA is a 
nationwide organization comprised of conservation-minded recreational anglers with an objective to 
conserve, promote, and enhance the present and future availability of fishery resources for the benefit 
and enjoyment of the public. 
 
Earlier this Congress, Representatives Jaime Herrera Beutler (R-WA) and Kurt Schrader (D-OR) re-
introduced the Endangered Salmon and Fisheries Predation Prevention Act (H.R. 2083). The legislation 
would give fisheries managers the authority they need under the Marine Mammal Protection Act 
(MMPA) to reduce unnaturally high levels of sea lion predation.  As you know, California sea lions have 
seen their populations grow from approximately 30,000 animals in the 1950's to over 300,000 today.  A 
small number of these marine mammals are threatening our wild salmon and steelhead in areas 
downstream of Bonneville Dam, Willamette Falls, and in the tributaries where wild salmon and 
steelhead return to spawn. 
 
NOAA estimates about 40 percent of Columbia River spring Chinook salmon - an ESA-listed species - 
are lost between the mouth of the Columbia and Bonneville Dam, with sea lions being one of the 
primary explanations. While we don’t know the precise percentage of Columbia River spring Chinook 
being taken by sea lions, we do know it is far greater than the predation figures the Army Corps of 
Engineers compiles from direct observations at Bonneville Dam.  This unnatural predation threatens the 
progress that has been made to restore this species, including significant sacrifices by residents in 
eastern Washington, eastern Oregon, and Idaho.    
 
The situation in the Willamette River is even more alarming.  The Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (ODFW) has predicted a 90 percent chance of extinction for ESA-listed wild Willamette River 
steelhead if nothing is done to control excessive sea lion predation at and below Willamette Falls. This 
species, which are not subject to directed recreational or commercial fisheries, will not persist much 
longer unless Congress acts.  
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The states of Oregon and Washington and the Columbia River tribes have come together with 
members of the Northwest delegation to offer proposed amendments to address some of the concerns 
that have been raised with H.R. 2083, which should allow it to receive the bipartisan, bicameral support 
necessary to pass this year.  We support this compromise effort as it is critically important to move this 
legislation forward this year.    
 
We urge you to work with your colleagues to incorporate any necessary amendments and swiftly move 
an effective, viable legislative solution through the House and Senate. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Chris Cone, Executive Director 
CCA Oregon 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Nello Picinich, Executive Director 
CCA Washington 
 

  


